
  

2014 



LEGAL AID COMMISSION OF SRI LANKA  
 
        VISION  
 
       EQUAL ACCESS TO JUSTICE 
       To create a society where all deserving Sri Lankans have equal access to justice. irrespective  
       of their economic or social status, gender, caste, creed or nationality or of being disabled.   
 

       MISSION 
       It is a two way process. 
 

¶ To identify those members of our society who are marginalised and lacks the means to 
access the remedial measures available under the law due to social economic and or 
other factors. 
¢ƘŜǎŜ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎǘŀǘǳǘƻǊƛƭȅ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ ΨŘŜǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎΩΦ {ǳŎƘ 
flexibility in the statute-ǿƻǊŘƛƴƎ Ƙŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨƳŜŀƴǎ 
ǘŜǎǘΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ΨƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ǘŜǎǘΩΦ  
 

¶ To make available to such identified persons the means through which they can secure 
justice by representation in courts of law and or representation to other forums. 

 
RESPONSIBILITIES  

 

The Legal Aid Commission has undertaken many ambitious projects to achieve the above 
Mission. All the following activities are recognised under Legal Aid Law No 27 of 1978: 
 

¶ To establish Legal Aid centers in courts premises island-wide to give legal aid for 
deserving persons by  representing them  in courts of  law and tribunals and render 
assistance in other related matters to the needy, the deserving and the downtrodden. 
 

¶ To give legal advice to the public who call over either at the Head Office or at the LAC 
Centers or at the Awareness Programmes conducted by the LAC or via Legal Aid Q & A 
Pages in newspapers and also via TV channels and through the LAC publications. 

 

¶ To appear in Supreme Court in cases of violations of rights ς via the Human Rights 
Bureau of the Commission. 

 

¶ To enhance the activities of the Developmental Legal Aid Units ς Units for Migrant 
Workers, the Elderly, Women & Children, Prison inmates etc. 

 

¶  To conduct Legal Aid Clinics, Legal Awareness & Training Programmes for Public, Public 
Officials inclusive of Police officers, Prisoners, Lawyers, School-Children, the  Disabled., 
Migrant Workers and the Elderly.  

 



 
1.0 Establishment 

 
The Legal Aid Commission (LAC) of Sri Lanka established in the year 1978 by Law No 27 of 
1978 (hereinafter referred to as the Law) and completes 36 years in 2014. The objective of 
establishing the LAC is to provide for the grant of legal assistance to deserving persons. 
Such assistance is inclusive of legal advice and representation courts of law by lawyers of 
the LAC. Legal advice is given to all and not limited to any category of persons.  

 
Additionally the LAC is statutorily empowered to carry out educational programmes to educate 
the public in different laws that affect their day to day living.  
 
The establishment of Centers over the years is scheduled below: 
 

Year No of centers 
established  
in the relevant 
years 

Resultant total  
No of Centers for  
the  
relevant years 

1978 1 1 

1994 3 4 

1996 1 5 

2003 5 10 

2005 2 12 

2006 19 31 

2007 9 40 

2008 6 46 

2009 8 54 

2010 6 60 

2011 7 67 

2012 7 74 

2013 2 76 
2014 0 76 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2.00 The 76 Centers of the LAC island-wide indicate in the Map of Sri Lanka 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 



3.00 The Constitution of the Legal Aid Commission-LAC 
 

By section 5 of the Legal Aid Law No 27 of 1978 the Legal Aid Commission comprise of three 
members appointed by the Hon. Minister of Justice and six members appointed by the Bar 
Council of the Bar  Association of Sri Lanka. The Commission is represented by Members of all 
ethnicities. All the members are Attorneys at Law. 
 
The Chairman is appointed by the Members of the Commission and one Member is also 
selected as Administrator of the Commission. Neither the Chairman nor the Members are paid 
remuneration for their work. 
 
All activities of the LAC are carried out under the guidance and directives and decisions of the 
Chairman and Members of the Commission. The LAC functions on a State Grant that is allocated 
annually under the Vote of the Ministry of Justice. Additionally funding from other Agencies 
complements the State Grant finances received by the LAC. 
 
The necessity for legal aid is also recognized under the Supreme Court Rules 1990. Rule 44(7) 
which has provision to direct informal petitions alleging infringement of fundamental rights to 
the LAC. This provision enables the grant of necessary assistance for the petitioners and also for 
the LAC to represent the petitioner in Courts if there is an infringement if his rights and thereby 
allow the space for the Courts to consider the application in the courts 
 
4.00 Eligibility to obtain legal assistance by representation in Courts 
 
¢ƘŜ [ŀǿ ƛǎ ŦƭŜȄƛōƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘΦ tŜǊǎƻƴǎ ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ƭŜƎŀƭ ŀƛŘ ŀǊŜ ΨŘŜǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎΩ  
 
Clients who seek legal assistance have to submit a letter from the Grama Niladhari of the area 
that the monthly income of such person is Rs. 15,000.00 or less.  It is the income of the 
individual that is taken into account and not the income of the other members of a family. In 
certain special circumstances the Administrator or the Director General of the LAC has the 
discretion to grant legal assistance. e.g. If a woman has three or more kids then the rule would 
be relaxed in such special situations. 
A very humane policy decision of the Commission is that women seeking maintenance to their 
kids are given legal aid and representation in courts irrespective of the income level of such 
women. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
5.00 The work ς areas   of   the LAC 
 
The work areas have increased over the years and currently comprise the following: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Criminal Litigation 

Rights Cases 

Representation in other 

forums  

 

Consultations 
Awareness Programmes 

 

Legal Assistance via 

Media  

 

Developmental Legal 

Aid Desks  

 

Civil Litigation  

 



6.00   LITIGATION (Civil, Criminal, Rights Cases) & CONSULTATIONS  

 

 

 
 

STATISTICS RELATING TO CONSULTATIONS AND CASES  

 

 

No of cases Brought forward from 2013 to 

2014 

  

 

31,775 

 

No of cases filed in 2014 

  

 

9596 

 

No of cases / files  closed in 2014 

 

 

20,746 

 

No of cases brought forward to 2015. 

 

 

20,625 

 

No of first time consultations 

 

 

36,367 

 

No of total consultations inclusive of repeat 

consultations based on formula: First time 

consultations + 3(No of cases pending as at 

31.12.2014 

A few centers have maintained separate 

registers for  repeat consultations as well. 

. 

 
99,484 
 

 

No of persons given legal aid  computed as per 

formula: First time consultations + No of cases 

brought forward from year 2013 

 

 

36,367 + 20625=56,992 

 

 

Details of cases as at 31.12.2014:                      20,625 

 

No of cases represented by LAC lawyers            16,107 

No of cases represented by Panel lawyers            4, 518 

 

 Cases classified as per courts:   

 

 

No Center SC CA CA/ HC HC DC MC LT /WC Others TOTAL 

Total  of  76 Centers 39 36 88 229 6155 13349 631 98 20625 



   

 

Cases classified as per Nature of cases filed and pending as at 31.12.2015 

 

 

 Nature of case  No of cases 

Divorce 3079 

Maintenance                   10206 

Land                 793 

Partition 37 

Domestic Violence 265 

Special 223 

Money Recovery     1334 

Accident                            678 

Victims of Crime   504 

Bail 329 

Traffic                                229 

Labour                                      258 

Next Friend              40 

Testamentary 6 

Custody                             430 

Nullity   9 

Criminal   534 

Others        1671 

 

TOTAL  20625 

 

The Annexes giving the details of statistics for Courts Cases and Consultations as per 76 centers 

are annexed herewith marked A, B, C, D, E and F 

 

 

7.0   AWARENESS PROGRAMMES  

 

Awareness programmes were conducted with funding from the following resources  

Details are discussed under the different Funding agency-reports. 

 
Finance Source No of Programmes including 

street drams etc, 

State Grant   76 

USAID   37 

GIZ    2 

UNDP  11 ( Prisons) 

UNDP    3   (Child Rights 

EU/PSU 748 

TOTAL  No 

PROGRAMMES 

877 
 



 

A total number of 76  programmes were implemented. Each center legal officer organized each 

programme ably assisted by the Management Assistant and the Office Assistant.  

 

The centers submitted their agenda, target groups and resource persons for each programme to 

the Chairman/Administrator and obtained approvals for implementing the programmes  

 

The Finance Branch Head Office acting under the instructions of the Chairman/Administrator 

interacted with the legal staff of centers, called for estimated budgets and released the funds.  

Each of the three accountants and the two management assistants of the Finance Branch 

interacted separately with the selected groups of centers and monitored the progress and the 

settlements of the advances paid for the programmes. 

 

The coordination between the Chairman/Administrator, Center staff and the Finance division of 

the Head Office was instrumental in the success of the 74 programmes. 

 

The target groups of the programmes were school children, parents, teachers, public, public 

servants, grama niladharis eetc. The venues were schools, temples, divisional secretariat offices 

and temple premises. 

 

The objective of these programmes were threefold: to make the participants aware of their rights, 

to apprise them of laws that are material for their day to day living and also answer their 

questions to resolve their legal and related problems. 

 

 

8.0   LEGAL ASSISTANCE VIA MEDIA  

 

TV 

 

It is to the credit of the LAC that the institution has been invited by various TV channels for 

programmes to highlight the work done by the LAC as well as give legal advice. The LAC is 

thankful to all the TV stations for giving this media exposure free of charge.  

 

The TV channels are Derana, ITNand  Swarnavahini. Approximately there were about 40 such 

programmes, both in Sinhala and Tamil respectively. 

 

 

NEWSPAPERS 

 

The Question and Answer pages in Newspapers  

 

This is another initiative taken by the LAC to assist the public to resolve their problems as well 

as to improve their legal awareness.  

Additionally, the legal aid pages carry editorials on legal subjects of topical interest 

 



The Daily News, Lankadeepa,  Diyaniya and Rivira has afforded the opportunity for the LAC to 

answer queries by the public.  

 

These newspaper assignments are carried out by the respective lawyers without any extra 

remuneration. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9.0  OTHER MATTERS  

 

ASK LAC  

 

Two hotlines were created whereby the public could SMS the two lawyers who are in the ASK 

LAC scheme. The lawyers respond to these legal and related queries. 

 

SKYPE 

 

The LAC centers island-wide has been given skype facilities. This has enabled the legal staff to 

interact with the center staff on a day to day basis. This facility has instilled a good rapport 

between Head Office and center staff. 

 

CENTER VISITS  

 

About 20 center visits were carried out in the year 2014. But unfortunately the lack of vehicles 

has prevented the Head Office from visiting the centers to monitor both legal and other work. In 

this context the skype interaction has resolved the program to a certain extent. 

 

 

 

 

Name 

 

Language 

 

The day on which the legal 

aid page is published 

 

 

Officer responsible  

 

Daily News 

 

 

English 

 

Every Saturday:  

 

Ms. Kalani Medagoda AAL 

former legal officer of LAC 

 

Lankadeepa 

 

 

Sinhala 

 

Every other Tuesday.  

 

Ms. Harshani Balaharuwa 

AAL, Legal Officer of LAC 

 

Rivira 

 

 

Sinhala 

 

Weekly 

 

Ms. Uthpala Adhikari 

AAL, Legal Officer of LAC 

 

Diyaniya 

 

 

Sinhala  

 

Weekly  

 

Ms Sajeewani Abeykoon 

AAL, Legal Officer of LAC 

 



CADRE 

 

The LAC is in consultation with the Management Srvices Deapartment to finalise the cadre 

position of the LAC and to get approval for the proposed schemes of recruitment (SOR) and 

salaries. 

The organization Chart has been approved and the SORôs will be finalized by early 2015. 

 

 

 

10.0   DEVELOPMENTAL LEGAL AID DESKS  

 

¶  Rights of Migrant Workerôs Unit 

 

This Unit continued to carry out consultations with migrant workers who faced problems.  

Subsequent to the consultations such persons were referred either to Consular Division of the 

Ministry of External Affairs or to the Sri Lanka Bureau of Foreign Employment.  

 

The problems of migrant workers are categorized as follows:  

 

Nonpayment of wages,  

sexual harassment,  

death of migrant workers overseas, 

 repatriation to Sri Lanka and recovery of Blood Money.  

 

During the year 2014 the unit was able to conduct outreach programmes for would be migrant 

labour as well as the family members of migrant and would be migrant labour and the general 

public. It was possible to do so with funding from the USAID Project.Details of the Programmes 

are separately discussed under the USAID Project work. 

 

 ¶ Rights of Women & Childrenôs Unit  

 

The Women and Childrenôs Unit (W & CU) of the LAC coordinates with the Ministry of Child 

Development and Womenôs Affairs to achieve the objectives of the LAC as well as that of the 

Ministry. The main focus of LAC has been women and children as reflected in the ongoing 

number of maintenance cases. The Commission commemorated the International Childrenôs Day 

(October 1, 2015) by holding childrenôs programmes in two areas in Mualitivu. The Head office 

staff also participated and organized walks to raise awareness and distributed T ï Shirts with the 

LAC logo and the ASK LAC hot line numbers displayed on the T-shirts. 

These activities were sponsored by USAID. Detailed discussion is reported under the USAID 

funded Programmes. 

 

International Womenôs Day was commemorated by the LAC Center Hatton by holding three 

programmes in Hatton. The salutary decision taken by the Commission a few years ago on an 

International Womenôs Day to give legal aid to all women in respect of maintenance cases 

irrespective of their income level has been a real boon not only to women but to children as well  

 



As at 31st December 2014 there are 10,206  pending maintenance cases. This figure does not 

include the ólaid byô maintenance cases. That is cases where settlement or Court order has been 

issued but where the applicants would come again on afuture date to reopen the case. 

 

Domestic violence cases are another category of cases where women have been able to seek 

redress by getting interim orders.. The number of Domestic Violence Applications to 

Magistrateôs Courts island-wide during 2014 is 265.  

 

 

¶ Prisonerôs Rights Unit 

 

 The kith and kin of any prison inmate who needs legal aid could seek assistance from any of the 

Legal Aid Centers. Very often prison department officials refer cases to LAC. Magistrates in 

certain jurisdictions also refer remandees who have no legal representation in Courts to the LAC. 

 

As at 31.12.2014 there are 329 pending bail applications. 

 

¶ Accident Victimsô Rights Unit  

 

The main objective of the unit is to get compensation for accident victims. The procedure is to 

file a civil case for compensation for the victim without delay in the District Court of the relevant 

area. Delay has to be avoided at all costs as compensation cases as in any money recovery case 

gets prescribed within two years. Whilst the civil case for compensation is pending consultations 

are also held simultaneously with the insurance company concerned under the auspices of the 

Insurance Ombudsman. This is with the objective of entering into a negotiated settlement rather 

than going through a lengthy court procedure. Currently there are a number of cases under such 

consultations with the Insurance Ombudsman.  

 

Even in accident money recover cases filed in District Courts for compensation by the accident 

victims, the LAC enters in to negotiated settlements via courts. It has been found that the 

negotiated settlements via courts is much quicker than the settlements reached through Courts. 

As at  2014 there are 775 pending accident cases in District Courts island-wide. 

 

 ¶ Human Right Bureau  

 

The activities of the Human Rights bureau are focused mainly on Fundamental Rights 

Applications (FR) and counseling persons who call over for advice.  

 

By the end of the year 2013 there were pending eleven (11) FR cases brought forward to the year 

2014. In the year 2014 only one (1) case was filed. Of the total twelve (12) cases, four (4) cases 

were disposed of. Thus the number of FR cases pending as at  31st December 2014 and takne 

forward to the year 2015 is  eight (8).   

 

In 2014  lectures were conducted on this topic in the Para Legal Programme and  in the Legal 

Apprentices training Programme.  

 



¶ Elders Rights Unit  

 

Recognizing that elders are one of the most vulnerable sectors in society, the LAC implements 

several programs targeting elders. When a settlement cannot be reached in disputes involving 

elders, LAC refers these to the Elders Maintenance Board. 

 

 ¶ Labour Rights Unit  

 

The legal staff in the Centers and Head Office appears on behalf of applicants in Labour 

Tribunals island-wide. As at 31st December 2014 there are 258 applications pending in Labour 

Tribunals island-wide. 

 

SPECIAL PROJECTS & PROGRAMMES  

 

¶ Para Legal Programme (Project)  

 

 In the year 2011 the LAC launched a comprehensive Certificate Course in Para Legal Studies. 

This Course commenced initially for Management Assistants of the LAC as they work in a legal 

environment and a knowledge of the basic principles of law would be beneficial both in their 

official work as well as in their personal life. But most importantly the objective was to improve 

their capacity in their chosen work roles. The programme has since expanded to include Public 

Officials inclusive of court staff, field officers of the Ministry of National languages and 

National Integration and also private sector personnel.  

 

This unit has so far from commencement conducted seven (7) Para Legal Courses for seven (7) 

batches. The Course for the seventh batch was conducted from March to August, 2014. 

Up to end o December from the  incept a total number of 420 participants have completed this 

course. 

 

¶ Lawyer ï Apprentices Training Programme  

 

For a year two training programmes are held. This is a self financing programme and the 

participants are levied only a nominal sum to cover the core expenses like hall charges, 

preparation of literature for the course. 

The number of participants have increased over the years and it is extremely satisfying to 

see the keen interest shown by lawyer-apprentices for the practical training that is give to 

them and conducted under the supervision of the chief Legal Officer,  Colombo . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FUNDED PROJECTS  
 

1.00     USAID Funded Project 
 

This Project was launched on February 06, 2014 with the signing of the Memorandum of 

Understanding between the Legal Aid Commission and Millennium DPI Partners LLC, a USIAD 

sub-contractor.  The objective of the Project  funded by the USAID Project is the implementation 

of Civil Society Initiatives to Promote the Rule of Law (CSI.ROL) in Sri Lanka. 

 

With a total funding of US$ 128,404/- [Rs. 16,637,838.00] from CSI.ROL, the Legal Aid 

Commission  implemented the following programs during the year 2014: 

 

¶ LAC L EGAL OFFICERS TRAINING AND ANNUAL REVIEW MEETING 

ï APRIL 2014  

 

The LAC held their annual training of the legal officers and review meeting on April 5ï7, 2014. 

The legal officers from the 76 centers of the Legal Aid Commission (LAC), approximately 120 

in total, attended this training. The Chief Justice opened the training program, discussing the 

need for fair trial in the criminal justice system and the role of legal aid. Opening remarks were 

also presented by Trevor Hublin, USAID Director of the Office of Governance and Vulnerable 

Populations.. Some of the topics presented by resource persons included Sexual Harassment 

(delivered  by  Shiranee Thillakawardena retired JJustice of the Supreme , Role of the Attorney 

General (delivered by the Attorney General), Medical Negligence, Labour Law, Consumer 

Protection, Evidence and Cross Examination in Accident Claims, State Land, and Electronic 

Evidence. 

 

 

¶ INSTITUTIONAL AND HUMAN CAPACITY BUILDING FOR LAC  

 

Millenium DPI (USAID contractor) obtained the services of a Consultant on Legal Aid, Isaac 

Robinson   to assist with the institutional and human capacity building for LAC. The Consultant 

Isaac Robinson had earlier worked  with the Norwegian Refugee Council and successfully 

established LAC field offices in the North and a Program Support Unit in Colombo to support 

the field offices in the North. These field offices work areas were not limited to represent clients 

in courts but were focused very much on outreach programmes for the vulnerable and deserving 

persons in the North.  

 

The Consultantôs recommendations on his capacity assessment of LAC were the proposal to 

create a Programme Support Unit for the Southern and the Western Provinces.  Based on his 

recommendations, the LAC Chair determined that LAC would create such a Program Support 

Unit.  

 

 

 

 



¶ ESTABLISHMENT OF THE PROGRAM SUPPORT UNIT FOR SOUTH & WEST  

 

Follow up action was taken on the proposal of the Consultant and the Program Support Unit 

(PSU) for the South and West of the country was established on October 01, 2014. A  

Programme Manager and a Program Officer posts were created for the PSU In 2014, and the 

CSI.ROL supported the core funding for this unit for the last quarter of 2014 and shall do so in 

the year 2015 as well. 

 

In addition, CSI.ROL sponsored PSU staff to attend a capacity building training program by 

MDF Consultants, a Netherlands-based training organization with offices in Sri Lanka.  The 

training covered the following topics: results-based management, project design, monitoring and 

evaluation, proposal writing, resource mobilization, and use of social media for fundraising.  

 

The PSU staff provided programmatic support for the CSI.ROL activities within LAC and also 

endeavoured  to raise other donor funds for the LAC. 

 

 

¶ LEGAL OFFICERS COURT SKILLS TRAINING PROGRAM  

 

LAC legal officers are often new law school graduates with little legal or courtroom experience. 

For those outside Colombo, there is little opportunity for mentoring from senior lawyers. To 

address this issue, CSI.ROL is supporting the development of a Civil Trial Court Skills Training 

program, to be conducted in each of the nine provinces. This two-day training will focus on the 

skills needed by legal officers in their everyday practice: issue framing, evidence, witness 

testimony, and court pleadings. 

 

The draft manual for this training program was authored by Mr. Kandiah Neelakandan P.C., and 

retired Justice of the Supreme Court Justice Nissanka Udalagama.  

 

In the year 2015 follow-up action will be taken by CSI.ROL to support a Training of Trainers 

(TOT) to train three training teams on the use of the manual and to ensure they train the lawyers 

in the nine provinces, accordingly.  After  the TOT, the three training teams (two Sinhala and one 

Tamil) will conduct trainings for LAC legal officers and panel attorneys in the nine provinces.  

 

The trainings will be launched in March, 2015 and the LAC-CSI.ROL partnership plans to 

complete the training by July 2015. Each provincial training  programme will have 20ï30 

participants, including  LAC legal officers in the province and selected panel lawyers from the 

local bar association branches. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



¶ LEGAL RIGHTS AND MIGRATION PUBLIC AWARENESS CAMPAIGN  

 

CSI.ROL supported a series of 16 legal awareness-raising outreach programs that were 

conducted by LAC legal officers for migrant workers and their families. The program aimed to 

increase the legal literacy of persons who propose to emigrate and family members of those who 

have emigrated, on their legal rights at home and abroad. The half-day seminars were followed 

by a free legal clinic, during which participants had their legal questions answered by a LAC 

legal officer. 

 

These seminar series was conducted in collaboration with the Sri Lanka Bureau of Foreign 

Employment (SLBFE) and took place in the following 16 cities and townships: Kanthale, 

Kurunagala, Ampara, Matara, Negmbo, Trincomalee, Galle, Kandy, Badulla, Chilaw, Matale, 

Jaffna, Tangalle, Polonnaruwa, Muttur and Anuradapura. 

 

¶ LEGAL AID COMMISSION ANNUAL REPORT  

 

CSI.ROL supported the LAC to publish its Annual Report for 2013. The LAC had not published 

an Annual Report since 2010, and it was important for the LAC to inform stakeholders, 

government entities, and other donors of its work. The 2013 Annual Report was disseminated to 

over 500 government offices, international donors, embassies, and international NGOs. 

 

Additionally the Report was included in the website along with all the pst annul reports from the 

year 2006 onwards excepting for the year 2012. 

 

¶ SIXTEEN (16)  DAYS OF ACTIVISM CAMPAIGN  

 

In 1991 the Global Leadership Institute sponsored by the Centre for Womanôs Global Leadership 

conducted a campaign titled óSixteen (16) Days of Activism on Gender Based Violence (GBV)ô.  

Since then the ó16 Days Campaignsô have been taken up by organizations around the world as a 

means to call for the elimination of GBV. The 16 Days of Activism begins on November 25, the 

International Day Against Violence Against Women, and ends on the  International Human 

Rights Day, December 10. 

 

CSI.ROL supported the LAC to conduct a 16 Days of Activism campaign. The program kicked 

off on November 25 from the Fort bus stand and railway station in Colombo where a street 

drama was conducted on the elimination of violence against women. Following the street drama, 

LAC officers commenced with a white ribbon campaign, in which 10,646 white ribbons carrying 

the words óEnd violence against women ó were distributed. LAC officers pinned white ribbons to 

the chief justice, court staff, judges, lawyers, ambassadors, and several other dignitaries, as well 

as members of the general public. Prior to pinning the ribbons the staff members of LAC made a 

few  brief remarks about the need to eliminate violence against women. Ribbons were also 

distributed in court complexes throughout the country, through the 76 LAC centers, and in 

government offices and departments. 

 



The activities of the LAC  on óSixteen (16) 16 Days of Activism on Gender Based Violence 

(GBV)ô were covered  in Sri Lankaôs national newspaper the Daily News on their Legal Aid 

page, with pictures and brief write-ups. 

 

Over the course of the 16 days, 16 LAC regional offices held awareness-raising sessions in 16 

schools on the issues of sexual and gender-based violence, child abuse, and related laws. In 

determining the locations for the program, the LAC chose the 16 areas that have the highest 

number of reported incidents of violence against women and children in the country. When 

selecting a school from these areas, LAC tried to choose remote schools (with one exception: 

Hillwood College, Kandy) that are attended by children from broken families and victims of 

alcohol and other child abuse. For example, the Galle program was conducted in a school 

attended by many victims of child abuse, child inmates from juvenile prisons, and juvenile 

remandees. 

 

The LAC used a pool of resource personnel including probation officers, police officers in 

charge of women and childrenôs bureaus, and child rights activists. LAC legal officers also took 

part as resource personnel. All lecturers had experience in addressing children and the required 

educational and technical expertise.  

 

Each program commenced with the traditional lighting of the lamp and was followed by the 

symbolic pinning of the white ribbon for óthe elimination of violence against womenô to two 

children by the LAC officers, after which the white ribbons were distributed among the 

participants. 

 

School programs were conducted in the following areas: Kurunagala, Negambo, Kandy, Matara, 

Anuradhapura (two programs), Mount Lavinia, Tissamaharamaya, Kegalle, Galle, Ratnapura, 

Monaragala, Polonnaruwa, Nuwara Eliya, Matale, and Chilaw. 

 

¶ WORLD AIDS DAY  

 

CSI.ROL supported the LAC to carry out activities in partnership with the United Nations 

Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) for World AIDS Day. In addition to the events and 

activities described below, the LAC and UNAIDS developed and published 5,000 booklets and 

2,000 leaflets providing health and legal information on people living with HIV. 

 

On December 1, the LAC took part in a Red Ribbon campaign to raise awareness among the 

public about HIV protection and the rights of people living with HIV. The LAC team, together 

with CSI.ROL staff, pinned red ribbons on the Minister of Justice, Minister of National 

Languages and Social Integration, judges, and police officers. The team also distributed booklets 

to lawyers, judges, and police officers. 

 

On December 3, LAC coordinated a street drama directed by the APIIT law students in the 

outdoor area of the United Nations (UN) complex. Leaflets were distributed to the viewing 

public. 

 



On December 5, UNAIDS and the LAC conducted an awareness-raising program for 34 people 

living with HIV (17 men, 13 women, 4 transgender) on legal protection against discrimination. 

 

The Hon. Shirani Thilakawardena, a  former justice of the Supreme Court, delivered a speech on 

ñAccess to Justice: Barriers Encountered by People living with HIV.ò Ms. Nilu Abeyratne, a 

researcher, delivered a lecture on the ñRight to Health,ò and LAC legal officer Ms. Sajeewani 

Abeykone delivered a lecture on the ñLegal Remedies and Rights of People living with HIV.ò 

 

On December 9, the LAC conducted a ñbus campaign,ò during which LAC legal officers 

distributed leaflets at bus stations and bus stands in Colombo. 

 

 

 

¶ LAC LEGAL OFFICERS BI -ANNUAL CONFERENCE AND TRAINING ï 

DECEMBER 2014 

 

CSI.ROL supported the second Bi-annual Conference and Training, which was held on 

December 20ï22 at the Hector Kobbakaduwa Agrarian Research Institute Auditorium. 

 

In early October, CSI.ROL, through the LAC, surveyed the LAC lawyers in the centers to 

identify the training topics most relevant to the legal officers. Based on this survey, CSI.ROL 

assisted the LAC to develop an interactive training agenda with topics including: Law on Bail, 

Forensic Science, Criminal Trial Procedure, Public Nuisance, State Lands, and presentation and 

interviewing skills. 

 

Eighty seven legal officers (13 men, 74 women) from the 76 LAC regional offices participated in 

the December training programme. Due to the guidance of the CSI.ROL team, the sessions were 

substantially more interactive than the previous bi-annual trainings. Justice Abdus Salam 

conducted the first session on Day 1 on óThe Role of Legal Aid Lawyers and Law Related to 

Bailô through a role-play where participants conducted a mock trial. A session on Forensic 

Medicine was conducted by Mr. Sarath Jayamanna, Deputy Solicitor General with a lively 

discussion facilitated by Mr. U.R. de Silva, AAL and member LAC 

 

Mr. U.R. de Silva also presented a lecture and facilitated a role-play on Criminal Trial 

Procedure. Other topics covered included Public Nuisance, State Lands, and interviewing Skills. 

 

 



 

 
Invitees for the launch of the óCapacity Building of the Legal Aid Lawyersô programme  

funded by the USAID. 

 

 

.In response to comments received from legal officers from the North and East after the training 

last April, CSI.ROL supported simultaneous translation from English and Sinhala into Tamil. 

This allowed the northern and eastern lawyers to participate positively. 

 



After the close of the last session on Day 3, the Open University administered a test on English 

language reading comprehension and writing. The test- marks will be a guide-line to grade the 

legal officers into Beginner, Level 1, or Level 2 or place out of the English language training 

programme. The Open University will provide English language training to LAC legal officers in 

2015. 

 

  
A discussion on the projects funded by the USAID between the staff of the LAC and the CSI.ROL 

team (USAID contractor).  Discussion chaired by Lynn Sferraza, Programme Manager 

 
 

 

Conclusion on the USAID funded projects 

 

The USAID funded Project implemented by LAC and the CSI.ROL has been a results based 

successful project with a practical approach and not merely academic. It is a remarkable factor 

that the project  concentrated on outreaching all parts of Sri Lanka   and covered a number of 

varied legal sectors.  

The project will continue in the year 2015. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

2.00   BIZ Sri Lanka FUNDED PROJECT 

 

(Deutsche Gesellschaft fur Internationale Zusammenarbeif (GIZ) GmbH  

 
AWARENESS PROGRAMMES FOR ESTATE WORKERS  

 

The LAC  was financially supported by the GTZ  to launch two awareness raising programmes 

in Pedro Estate Nuwaraeliya  and Uri Estate in Passara in Badulla on the 22
nd

 nd 23
rd

 November 

2015 respectively. 

 

The program targeted the estate worker who are a group of people with a very low income and 

having practical difficulties in access to justice. 

 

These workers contributed to the State coffers by their work. Yet for all their knowledge of the 

laws for their day to day living was more or less negligible. 

 

In the circumstances with the objective of creating awareness amongst the estate people the 

programmes focussed on laws relating to day to day living on family laws, property laws, laws 

and procedures  on finance  and banking and civil documentation like NICôs, birth, marriage and 

death certificates etc.  more than 150 people participated. It was interesting to note that  women 

who could not leave their children home alone participated with their children! 

 

The programmes were quite interactive and during discussion time quite a lot of queries were 

made to clarify their personal issues. 

 

Exercise books were donated by the LAC for school children who participated in the 

programmes. Additionally leaflets and publications of the LAC on family laws, child rights and 

elderôs rights were distributed amongst the participants. 

 

 A remarkable  achievement of the Project the formation of  two separate Estate Workers Law 

Forums comprising  of active  estate workers , members of village forums, estate midwives, 

doctors of the estates, legal officers of the head Office, ,Badulla and Nuwaraeliya,  Superitendant 

of Uri Estate(for the Badulla forum), Grama niladharis , sub-superintendents. Attorney at Law 

Marshal Perera, P.C. of Badulla who assists the LAC at all times is also a Member of the Badulla 

Forum. 

 

It is intended to resolve the problems of the estate workers through the Forums. 

 

The programme coordinator  Ms. Harshani Balaharuwa  has to be highly commended for the 

launch and implementation of this project. She was ably assisted by the legal officers of Badulla 

and Nuwaraeliya Ms. S.C. Abeyweera, and Ms. P. G.I. Priyadarshani  respectively. They were 

also assisted by the Chief Legal Officer ( Colombo),   Ms.  Damayanthi Dissanayake, and legal 

officer Ms. Piyumi Kumari of the Head Office and Ms. Kalani Medagoda an Assistant Legal 

Draftsman of the Legal Draftsmanôs Department. 



 

Follow ïup action would be taken in the year 2015 to monitor whether the Forums are able to 

achieve the objectives for which they were established. 

 

  

3. UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM  

 
The UNDP Project in 2014 focused on the Prisons Project in Colombo and Child Rights 

Programmes in the North.  

 

The Prisons Project 

 

The Prisons Programme was conducted by Ms. Thushari Karunasinghe Legal Officer in charge 

of the Prisonôs Project. She supervised and conducted 10 clinics in the Welikada Prison. 

 

The UNDP also paid the honoraria to panel lawyers island-wide for representing prison 

remandees for their bail applications.  

The Project concluded for 2014 with an awareness  programme for Prison Officials at Galadari 

Hotel 

 

 

Commemoration of Child Rights Day (October 1st of each year) 

  

The Childrenôs Day was commemorated by the UNDP in Mullaitivu by launching several 

programmes in October 2014.  Mulativu was identified to launch the programmes as it was an 

area where the inhabitants suffered during the ethnic conflict that lasted for thirty (30) years..The 

programmes included an awareness raising session for school children, and a Friendship Walk to 

advocate child rights as well as to foster social integration and peace to the former war afflicted 

people. 

  

On the 30
th
 October 2014 two awareness raising programmes for school children were held in the  

under privileged villages of Mulliyaweli and Unnapilaw Tamil Schools and Murrippu Tamil 

School. Books and school equipment were presented to more than 120 students in both schools. 

The Rights and duties of the Children were emphasized to the audience by Ms. Piyumi Kumari , 

Legal Officer of the LAC and the  Coordinator of the programme. The 592 Brigade Commander, 

Brig.  S.J.M.A.R. Senevirathne added valuable comments to highlight the event.  

 



 
 

The children of the schools who participated in the  FRIENDSHIP WALK assembled for the 

Awareness Programme conducted by the LAC on Child Rights. 

 

The Friendship Walk was organized on the 31
st
 of October 2014 and commenced from 

Mulliyaweli Vidyananda Vidyalaya. More than 200  people of Mulathivu came together to 

support the campaign on child rights, to promote the  importance of child rights in the 

community and to educate parents and children on the significant role they play in  society. 

  

 

 
 

 

FRIENDSHIP WALK: The children of the three participant schools in the Mullaitivu District, 

organizers of the Friendship Walk from the LAC and the Sri Lanka Army and people of the area  

Participating in the walk wearing the T shirts gifted by the LAC. 



 

This programme was also able to gather and mobilize people from all walks of life, including 

school children, teachers, parents, civilians, reputed business personalities, Police personnel, 

Army personnel, and more than hundred local residents. The event was given much publicity in 

the local media.  

 

T-Shirts and Caps were distributed to all the participants who carried óBe a Voice for Childrenô.  

Additionally the T shirts also carried the ASK LAC hot line phone numbers which could be 

contacted by any person seeking a remedy for any legal problem. The  handouts were circulated 

not only to the participants of the Walk but also to those villagers who had come to witness the 

walk happening..  

 

The Army and the Police provided unstinted support to the LAC for its programmes and 

Friendship Walk. It was indeed refreshing  to witness men in neat uniforms who only a few years 

ago fought battles war  advocating  peoplesô rights. It was a clear demonstration of  the 

commitment to sustain peace in Sri Lanka. 

 

 

These programmes were initiated by the Legal Aid Commission with the assistance of the 

Chairman Mr. Rohan Sahabandu , Presidentôs Counsel and a lead role was played by 592  

Brigade Commander  N.G.A.J.M. Seneviratne together with  Major N.G.A.J.M. Samarasinghe  

and the  Commanding Officers of 20GW and 4SLI  of the Sri Lankan Army  to ensure  a smooth 

roll out of the events  whilst  the LAC coordination team comprising legal officers of LAC,  

Ms. Piyumi Kumari and  Ms. Harshani Balaharuwa, and secretary to the chairman of LAC Ms. 

Maas Rizna Nabeela, organized the events with funding from the óAccess to Justiceô Project of 

UNDP, Sri Lanka. 
 

 
 

Organizers of the Child Rights Programme: LAC personnel, Army personnel gathered in the 

venue to conduct an Awareness Programme. 

 



 

Books Donating Programme  

 

 The books donating programme for the regional Bar Association branches of Vavuniya, 

Kilinochchi and Mullaitivu took place  during the same visit of the LAC team to the North. The 

Presidents and member lawyers of the regional branches of the Bar Association were highly 

appreciative of the books donated to their libraries. The donated books were from the UNDP. 

 

 

4.0   EUROPEAN UNION (EU) FUNDED PROJECT 

 
This project earlier funded by the Norwegian Refugee Council was taken over by the EU once 

the NRC agreement came to a conclusion. 

 

THE EU funds the core expenditure of the LAC  as well as the expenditure for implementing 

outreach programs island - wide. The Project activities are implemented by the Project Support 

Unit of the LAC( for the North and the East). 

 

 

These outreach programmes are of importance as the center staff as well as the PSU staff in 

Colombo outreach remote areas where the people are rather ignorant of their rights as well as the 

laws that affect their day to day living. Civil documentation is also covered in these programmes 

as most of the people in these areas have lost their civil documents due to the war or due to 

displacement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



No  Center  No of Outreach Programmes  inclusive 

of street dramas 

Training Programmes for Staff, public 

officials , farmers societies, students etc 

1 Batticaloa 

Swiss Project 

Awareness                                         26 

Mobile Clinics                                   21 

TOTAL                                             47 

Training                                                11   

 

2 Polonnaruwa  Awareness                                         24 

Mobile Clinics                                      2 

TOTAL                                              26 

Training                                                  4 

3 Muttur  Awareness                                           22 

Mobile Clinics                                    11 

TOTAL                                               33 

Training                                                  3 

4 Trincomalee Awareness                                          70 

Mobile Clinics                                    20 

TOTAL                                               90 

Training                                                  8 

5 Jaffna Awareness:                                         70 

Mobile Clinics                                     9 

TOTAL                                              79 

Training                                                12 

 

6 Mullativu  Awareness                                          32 

Mobile Clinics                                    25 

TOTAL                                              57 

Training                                                 7 

 

7 Killinochci  Awareness                                           38    

Mobile Clinics                                    22 

TOTAL                                              60 

Training                                                11 

 

8 Mannar 

a) EIDHR 

b) UNHCR 

a) Awareness                              33 

             Mobile Clinics                         6 

b) Awareness Programmes          8 

TOTAL                                               46 

a) Training                                     4 

b) Training                                     8 

9 Pottuvil Awareness                                          34   

Mobile Clinics                                     7 

TOTAL                                              41 

Training                                                  6 

10 Vavuniya Awareness                                         39 

Mobile Clinics                                 146 

TOTAL                                            185 

Training                                                10 

  Sub Total of all ten centers     664 Sub Total of all ten centers                   84                       
TOTAL  No  OF 

PROGRAMMES OF 

ALL CENTERS  

748 

 

 

 

 

. 



 

 

 

The EU funded Project covering five centers in the North (core funding as well as funding for 

other activities) and also certain identified objective in four  other centers in the East and 

Polonnruwa in the  NCP has promoted economic and social justice by  Promoting Economic and 

Social Justice through Provisions of Information, Counselling and Legal Assistance . 

Results Activities  1
st
 

half 

2
nd

 

half 

3
rd

 

half 

Jul  Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Tot 

R

1 

Women headed 

families and members 

of co-operative 

societiesô rights 

awareness is raised 

through provision of 

one-on-one legal 

counseling to 2,160 

persons and group 

awareness raising 

sessions for 6,480 

persons. 

1.1 Number of 

mobile clinics 

organized 15 24 11 4 4 0 3 4 

 

 

2 67 

1.2 Num of 

beneficiaries 

received one-on-one 

legal counseling   463 674 970 225 324 171 251 245 

 

 

 

156 3479 

1.3 Num of 

beneficiaries 

participated to group 

awareness raising 

sessions.   
696 1597 1435 301 225 168 162 399 

 

 

 

 

280 
5269 

R

2 

Women headed 

families and members 

of co-operative 

societies are assisted in 

exercising their 

economic and social 

rights by supporting 

4,320 individuals in 

obtaining civil and land 

documentations and by 

providing in court legal 

representation to 1,440 

individuals 

2.1 Num of 

beneficiaries 

received 

documentation 

support 434 820 634 165 127 73 134 82 

 

 

 

 

78 2321 

2.2 Number of 

beneficiaries 

assisted in legal 

disputes 

 175 278 132 11 12 8 15 16 

 

 

 

 

15 488 

2.3 Number of 

beneficiaries 

received in Court 

legal representation 

(Court appearances)  2025 2170 1558 286 246 100 305 255 

 

 

 

 

226 7162 

R

3 

720 government 

servants, CBO and 

NGO members are 

trained on legal issues 

pertaining to social 

welfare, co-operative 

societies rights and 

obligation, woman and 

child rights, 

documentation issues, 

housing, land and 

property issues, and 

other social welfare 

related laws and 

policies. 

3.1 Number of 

training models 

developed.  

  3      

 

3 

3.2 Number of 

Officials trained  

 

87 207 161 15 18 49 44 100 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

76 695 



 

 

 

 
Consultations being carried out by LAC legal personnel in a Northern LAC Center funded by the EU  

 

 

In addition to the activities  the centers carry out The PSU/LAC  officials of the Project, attend 

district coordination meetings, meet with Government Officers to advocate for policy changes, 

constantly travel to remote villages with the center staff  to follow up issues, and take up criminal 

matters as and when such cases come before centers. 

 

In some of the centers ( eg: Killininochchi)  the court cases numbers are rather low. The center 

staff   work very closely with family counselors (FCôc) . All maintenance cases are first referred 

to FC to see whether the family could be reunited. And most often the situations are different to 

the normal mill of the run cases in other areas of the country. The issues are predominantly  post 

war family issues- which are caused by post war psyche of the people. Some families only know 

camp life with little or no privacy. When they attempt to return to normalcy, other issues start 

surfacing which can only be dealt through counselling and not through courts.  

 

 

 

CONCLUSION  

 

It is with a sense of satisfaction that this report records the success of the work carried out by the 

LAC  in the year 2014 covering not only legal representation and consultations but also many 

other activities like outreach programmes, walks and street dramas to raise awareness, 

distribution of T-shirts with the hotline No of ASK LAC, the distribution of  exercise books for 

school children with LAC data on the book covers, as well as the distribution of  legal 

publications relevant to day to day living. 

 

The LAC acknowledges with gratitude   the funds received from the State Grant as well as from 

the Funding Agencies which has made it possible for the LAC to show positive results.  

The enthusiasm with which the LAC staff is a main factor for the achievements.  



 

The active participation of the panel lawyers who appear on behalf of the LAC clients and their 

interaction with the LAC personnel has made it possible for the LAC to represent a large number 

of clients in courts island-wide. Since otherwise the legal officers of the LAC would not be able 

to appear for all the cases. 

 

Finally the Chairman and Members of the Commission has to be commended for their guidance 

to the LAC staff to achieve the Vision and Mission of the LAC. The LAC chairman and 

Members work without remuneration as equal access to justice for all is a belief they all adhere 

to strongly. 
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Cases & Consultations Statistics for Year 2014  
Period covered:  1.1.2014-31.12.2014 

No Center  Year  

No of 
Cases 
brought 
forward 
from  
31.12.13 

No of 
cases 
filed in 
2014 
including 
re-
opened 
laid by 
cases 

No of 
cases 
closed in 
2014 
including 
laid by 
cases 

No of 
cases 
B/F to  
2015. 
That is 
at 
31.12.14 

No of first 
time  total 
consultations 
in 2014  

No of  total 
consultations 
including 
repeat 
consultations 
as per 
formula 

                  

1 Colombo   1978 2876  267  2479  664 3068 5060 

2 Kandy       1994 1055 217 773  499 1053 2550 

3 Anuradhapura     1994 1071 284  479  876 850 1105 

4 Gallle        1994 442  108 129 421 552 1461 

5 Kurunegal     1996 1382 217 983  616 1076 2924 

6 Amparai    2003 469  154 434  189 289 856 

7 Hambanthota  2003 551 87 92 546 373 2011 
8 Kegalle      2003 633  60 429  264 258 1050 

9 Monaragala   2003 683  244  664  263 632 1421 

10 N'eliya    2003 512 79 292  299 275 1172 

11 Vavuniya    2005 309  91 98 302 361 1267 

12 Chilaw 2005 683 151 173 661 1157 3140 

13 Akkaraipa  2006 798  133 75 856 236 2804 

14 Balapitiya  2006 716 187 535  368 527 1631 

15 Batticaloa  2006 1249 251 1257 243 1138 1867 
16 Kalmunai    2006 592  291 206  677 252 2283 

17 Matara      2006 420 229 268 381 512 1655 

18 Negombo   2006 184 74 114 144 392 824 

19 Ratnapura  2006 496  227  416 307 510 1431 

20 Kalutara    2006 660  162 183 639 1762 3679 
21 Bandarawela 2006 435  112 193 354 259 1321 
22 Awissawella 2006 686  149 574  261 465 1330 
23 Matale      2006 857  125 508  474 347 1769 

24 Jaffna 2006 527 152 319 360 287 1367 
25 Trincomalee  2006 263  214 67 410 719 1949 

26 Polonnaruwa  2006 728  101 597  232 250 649 

27 Panadura    2006 315 120 223  212 687 1323 

28 Kuliyapitiya  2006 593  191 543  241 476 2833 



29 Gampaha    2006 825  122 678  269 608 1415 
30 Mahiyanganaya  2006 484  95 374  205 415 1372 
31 Maho        2006 217 77 201 93 262 541 
32 Horana    2007  2007 501 168 404  265 464 4165 
33 Attanagalla   2007 302  144 164 282 366 1212 
34 Mathuga    2007 460  86 346  200 207 807 
35 Dambulla   2007 371 80 364  87 229 490 
36 Morawaka  2007 169 145 155 159 451 598 
37 Mawanella 2007 323  100 115 308 364 1288 
38 Marawila  2007 221 103 115 209 991 1618 
39 Warakapola  2007 306  77 143 240 248 968 
40 Battaram  2007 385  134 148 371 260 1373 
41 Nugegoda  2007 419 103 187 335 221 1226 

42 Welimada  2008 359  156 322  193 495 1074 

43 Kanthalai 2008  2008 205  68 168 105 190 505 

44 Thambuththeg  2008 175 90 220  45 173 257 

45 Mt. Lavininia  2008 432  100 321 211 272 905 

46 Thissa 2008 383  104 269  218 293 947 

47 Baddegam   2008 286  89 224  151 200 653 
48 Badulla     2009  2009 209  136 126 219 796 1453 
49 Embilipitiya   2009 312 272  308  276 417 1245 
50 Walasmulla  2009 187 100 153 134 334 50 

51 Hingurakgoda 2009 264  52 48 268 307 1111 

52 Hatton      2009 172 39 38 173 965 1484 
53 Nawalapitiya   2009 281 70 31 320 193 1153 
54 Wellawaya  2009 549  173 333  389 415 1861 
55 Tangalle    2010 232 97 138 191 346 919 
56 Mannar      2010 92 178 112 158 964 1438 

57 Muttur      2010 84 96 48 132 224 620 

58 Mullaithivu  2010 152 129 112 169 355 862 
59 Kilinochchi   2010 26 58 29 55 555 720 
60 Valachch   2010 278  239  275  242 659 1385 
61 Kaduwela   2010 478  107 200  385 309 1464 
62 Balangoda  2011 112 79 82 109 308 635 
63 Kekirawa   2011 186 63 112 137 234 645 
64 Wariyapola  2011 135 46 47 134 153 555 

65 Potuvil     2011 251 150 117 284 559 1411 

66 Chavakach  2011 53 28 26 55 84 249 
67 Pt Pedro     2011 167 36 39 164 148 640 
68 Kebithigollawa  2012 49 51 18 82 194 440 
69 Deiyandara 2012 29 56 42 43 211 430 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

70 Homagama 2012 96 122 36 182 381 927 

71 Kadawatha 2012 149 156 77 228 490 1174 
72 Galgamuwa 2012 29 55 34 50 178 328 

73 Polgahawela  2012 84 61 40 105 223 538 

74 Pugoda       2012 33 61 34 60 354 534 

75 Nikaweratiya  2013 35 78 43 70 277 487 

76 Minuwango  2013 43 90 27 106 262 580 

  TOTAL    31775 9596  20746  20625 36,367 36152 



 CLASSIFICATION  OF LAWYER  REPRESENTATION IN COURTS 
Cases Pending as at 31.12.2014 

Center 
No  

Center 

Cases where 
LAC clients 
are 
represented 
by LAC 
Lawyers 

Cases where 
LAC clients 
are 
represented 
by Panel 
Lawyers 

Total No of 
cases as at 
31.12.2014 

1 Colombo 443 221 664 

2 Kandy 130 369 499 

3 Anuradhpura 486 390 876 

4 Gallle 400 21 421 

5 Kurunegala 230 386 616 

6 Amparai 185 4 189 

7 Hambanthota 483 63 546 

8 Kegalle 109 155 264 

9 Monaragala 248 15 263 

10 Nuwaraeliya 220 79 299 

11 Vavuniya 302 0 302 

12 Chilaw 540 121 661 

13 Akkaraipattu 856 0 856 

14 Balapitiya 244 124 368 

15 Batticaloa 243 0 243 

16 Kalmunai 651 26 677 

17 Matara 313 68 381 

18 Negombo 94 50 144 

19 Ratnapura 188 119 307 

20 Kalutara 528 111 639 

21 Bandarawela 325 29 354 

22 Awissawella 219 42 261 

23 Matale 233 241 474 

24 Jaffna 360 0 360 

25 Trincomalee 410 0 410 

26 Polonnaruwa 189 43 232 

27 Panadura 146 66 212 

28 Kuliyapitiya 168 73 241 

29 Gampaha 190 79 269 

30 Mahiyangana 203 2 205 

31 Maho 75 18 93 



32 Horana 200 65 265 

33 Attanagalla 158 124 282 

34 Mathugama 153 47 200 

35 Dambulla 67 20 87 

36 Morawaka 155 4 159 

37 Mawanella 227 81 308 

38 Marawila 141 68 209 

39 Warakapola 216 24 240 

40 Battaramulla 371 0 371 

41 Nugegoda 266 69 335 

42 Welimada 85 108 193 

43 Kanthalai 101 4 105 

44 Thambuthtegama 0 45 45 

45 Mt. Lavinia 136 75 211 

46 Thissamaharama 200 18 218 

47 Baddegama 104 47 151 

48 Badulla 197 22 219 

49 Embilipitiya 244 32 276 

50 Walasmulla 121 13 134 

51 Hingurakgoda 232 36 268 

52 Hatton 173 0 173 

53 Nawalapitiya 269 51 320 

54 Wellawaya 377 12 389 

55 Tangalle 130 61 191 

56 Mannar 149 9 158 

57 Muttur 132 0 132 

58 Mullaithivu 163 6 169 

59 Kilinochchi 55 0 55 

60 Valachchenai 242 0 242 

61 Kaduwela 112 273 385 

62 Balangoda 97 12 109 

63 Kekirawa 137 0 137 

64 Wariyapola 76 58 134 

65 Potuvil 284 0 284 

66 Chavakachcheri 55 0 55 

67 Point Pedro 147 17 164 

68 Kebithigollawa 82 0 82 

69 Deiyandara 35 8 43 

70 Homagama 125 57 182 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

71 Kadawatha 221 7 228 

72 Galgamuwa 46 4 50 

73 Polgahawela 24 81 105 

74 Pugoda 41 19 60 

75 Nikaweratiya 70 0 70 

76 Minuwangoda 80 26 106 

TOTAL 16107 4518 20625 



 

                      
      CLASSIFICATION  ON THE  TYPE OF COURTS OF THE Pending Cases 

           

No Center SC CA 
CA/ 
HC 

HC DC MC 
LT 

/WC 
Others TOTAL 

1 Colombo 39 30 0 119 210 158 28 80 664 

2  Kandy 0 0 7 5 283 176 28 0 499 

3 Anuradhpura 0 0 0 5 393 469 9 0 876 

4  Gallle 0 0 2 0 102 307 10 0 421 

5 Kurunegala 0 1 11 16 244 328 16 0 616 

6 Amparai 0 0 0 0 83 105 1 0 189 

7 Hambanthota 0 0 0 10 116 420 0 0 546 

8 Kegalle   0 0 0 0 88 170 6 0 264 

 9 Monaragala 0 0 0 1 134 128 0 0 263 

10 Nuwaraeliya 0 0 0 0 80 219 0 0 299 

11 Vavuniya 0 0 0 2 24 276 0 0 302 

12 Chilaw 0 0 6 13 70 430 142 0 661 

13 Akkaraipattu  0 0 0 0 215 641 0 0 856 

14 Balapitiya 0 0 0 9 82 275 2 0 368 

15 Batticaloa 0 0 0 0 116 127 0 0 243 

16 Kalmunai 0 0 0 0 53 624 0 0 677 

17 Matara    0 0 5 0 212 133 26 5 381 

18 Negombo 0 0 0 2 68 74 0 0 144 

19 Ratnapura 0 0 4 12 177 113 1 0 307 

20 Kalutara 0 0 12 12 128 452 35 0 639 

21 Bandarawela 0 0 1 0 87 253 13 0 354 

22 Awissawella 0 0 8 1 101 149 2 0 261 

23 Matale 0 0 0 0 155 319 0 0 474 

24 Jaffna 0 0 0 0 90 270 0 0 360 

25 Trincomalee 0 0 2 4 171 210 23 0 410 

26 Polonnaruwa 0 0 0 0 55 177 0 0 232 

27 Panadura 0 0 0 5 70 124 11 2 212 

28 Kuliyapitiya 0 0 0 1 133 103 4 0 241 

29 Gampaha 0 2 0 4 182 79 0 2 269 

30 Mahiyangana 0 0 0 0 0 37 168   205 

31 Maho 0 0 0 0 48 45 0 0 93 

32 Horana 0 3 14   100 139 0 9 265 

33 Attanagalla 0 0 0 0 131 151 0 0 282 

34 Mathugama 0 0 0 0 44 156 0 0 200 

35 Dambulla 0 0 0 0 0 20 67 0 87 

36 Morawaka 0 0 0 0 50 105 4 0 159 



37 Mawanella 0 0 0 0 100 208 0 0 308 

38 Marawila 0 0 0 0 66 143 0 0 209 

39 Warakapola 0 0 0 0 44 196 0 0 240 

40 Battaramulla 0 0 0 0 0 370 1 0 371 

41 Nugegoda 0 0 0 0 95 225 15 0 335 

42 Welimada 0 0 0 0 80 113 0 0 193 

43 Kanthalai 0 0 0 0 24 81 0 0 105 

44 Thamuththeg 0 0 0 0 0 45 0 0 45 

45 Mt. Lavinia 0 0 7 0 100 99 5 0 211 

46 Thissa 0 0 0 0 75 143 0 0 218 

47 Baddegama 0 0 0 0 37 114 0 0 151 

48 Badulla 0 0 7 3 46 162 1 0 219 

49 Embilipitiya 0 0 0 1 85 190 0 0 276 

50 Walasmulla 0 0 0 0 57 77 0 0 134 

51 Hingurakgoda 0 0 0 0 43 225 0 0 268 

52 Hatton 0 0 0 0 10 163 0 0 173 

53 Nawalapitiya 0 0 0 0 82 238 0 0 320 

54 Wellawaya 0 0 0 0 93 296 0 0 389 

55 Tangalle 0 0 2 3 56 130 0 0 191 

56 Mannar 0 0 0 1 50 107 0 0 158 

57 Muttur 0 0 0 0 5 127 0 0 132 

58 Mullaithivu 0 0 0 0 57 112 0 0 169 

59 Kilinochchi 0 0 0 0 48 7 0 0 55 

60 Valachchenai 0 0 0 0 21 221 0 0 242 

61  Kaduwela 0 0 0 0 159 213 13 0 385 

62 Balangoda 0 0 0 0 46 63 0 0 109 

63 Kekirawa 0 0 0 0 56 81 0 0 137 

64 Wariyapola 0 0 0 0 66 68 0 0 134 

65 Potuvil 0 0 0 0 13 271 0 0 284 

66 Chavakachch 0 0 0 0 8 47 0 0 55 

67 Point Pedro 0 0 0 0 30 134 0 0 164 

68 Kebithigollawa 0 0 0 0 38 44 0 0 82 

69 Deiyandara 0 0 0 0 9 34 0 0 43 

 70 Homagama 0 0 0 0 76 106 0 0 182 

71 Kadawatha 0 0 0 0 0 228 0 0 228 

72 Galgamuwa 0 0 0 0 0 50 0 0 50 

73 Polgahawela 0 0 0 0 0 105 0 0 105 

74 Pugoda 0 0 0 0 27 33 0 0 60 

75 Nikaweratiya 0 0 0 0 18 52 0 0 70 

76 Minuwangoda 0 0 0 0 40 66 0 0 106 

Total  of  76 Centers 
  

39 36 88 229 6155 13349 631 98 20625 



 

Classification of cases Based on Nature of Cases  as at  31.12.201 

No Center Div Main L Pn DV Sp MR Acc VC Bail Traff Lab NF Tst Cust Null Cr Oth Total 

1 Colombo 51 158 16 0 0 0 123 20 0 119 0 28 0 0 0 0 0 149 664 

2 Kandy 113 157 52 0 2 0 111 0 13 0 0 25 7 5 0 0 0 14 499 

3 Anuradhpura 171 455 78 0 0 2 27 112 0 5 1 9 0 0 0 0 5 11 876 

4 Gallle 39 274 5 0 0 4 51 0 0 0 0 10 1 0 13 2 2 20 421 

5 Kurunegala 128 243 19 0 3 5 82 0 27 44 3 18 2 0 5 0 1 36 616 

6 Amparai 63 89 7 0 0 3 3 10 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 13 0 189 

7 Hambanthota 67 236 14 0 0 6 0 35 0 10 0 0 0 0 0 0 108 70 546 

8 Kegalle   36 166 19 8 0 2 20 0 3 0 0 6 0 0 0 0 1 3 264 

9 Monaragala 111 128 9 0 0 2 6 6 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 263 

10 Nuwaraeliya 57 196 3 0 3 5 15 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 20 0 299 

11 Vavuniya 27 247 1 0 1 1 19 2 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 302 

12 Chilaw 33 412 7 0 0 1 28 17 0 0 142 0 0 1 0 1 13 6 661 

13 Akkaraipattu  39 231 34 1 1 58 75 8 25 0 3 0 1 0 1 0 22 357 856 

14 Balapitiya 35 184 11 2 4 3 30 13 51 6 0 2 1 0 3 0 15 8 368 

15 Batticaloa 49 126 23 0 1 0 44 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 243 

16 Kalmunai 25 231 11 0 0 13 11 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 378 677 

17 Matara  95 113 17 6 2 7 84 0 20 0 1 26 5 0 0 0 0 5 381 

18 Negombo 31 74 6 1 0 2 5 20 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 4 144 

19 Ratnapura 114 101 19 1 10 6 15 19 2 0 0 2 0 0 4 0 7 7 307 

20 Kalutara 45 299 18 0 0 19 24 0 128 4 0 36 0 0 0 0 27 39 639 

21 Bandarawela 56 250 3 0 0 4 13 9 3 0 0 13 0 0 0 0 0 3 354 

22 Awissawella 52 145 18 0 0 0 39 0 4 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 1 261 

23 Matale 0 319 40 0 60 0 53 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 474 

24 Jaffna 52 270 12 0 0 0 10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 16 0 0 0 360 

25 Trincomalee 61 188 10 0 5 0 93 0 0 1 0 26 0 0 3 0 13 10 410 

26 Polonnaruwa 34 159 8 0 1 0 4 8 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 13 5 232 

27 Panadura 25 94 12 1 11 5 0 22 17 1 0 11 0 0 0 0 0 13 212 

28 Kuliyapitiya 65 94 23 4 1 2 8 29 8 0 0 4 0 0 1 0 1 1 241 

29 Gampaha 77 78 39 0 0 2 6 54 1 3 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 5 269 

30 Mahiyangana 28 168 2 0 0 0 0 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 205 

31 Maho 24 44 2 0 1 3 0 7 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 9 93 

32 Horana 41 110 9 0 4 8 42 10 15 14 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 12 265 




