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VISION

EQUAL ACCESS TO JUSTICE

To create a society where all deserving Sri Lankans
irrespective of their economic or social status, gender, 

caste, creed or nationality or otherwise-abled  
have equal access to justice.

MISSION

The Legal Aid Commission has undertaken many ambitious projects to 
achieve the above vision.

	 •	 To	 establish	 centers	 in	 courts	 island-wide	 to	 give	 legal	 aid	 for	 litigation	 and	
render assistance in other related matters to the needy, the deserving and the 
downtrodden.

	 •	 To	appear	in	Supreme	Court	in	cases	of	rights	violations	–	via	the	Human	Rights	
Bureau of the Commission.

	 •	 To	enhance	the	activities	of	the	Developmental	Legal	Aid	Units	–	Units	for	Migrant	
Workers,	the	Elderly,	the	Internally	Displaced,	Children,Women		&	Prisoners,	etc.	

	 •	 To	conduct	Legal	Aid	Clinics,	Legal	Awareness	&	Training	Programmes	for	Public,	
Public	Officials	inclusive	of	Police	officers,	Prisoners,	Lawyers,	School-Children,	the	
Otherwise-abled, Migrant Workers, and the Elderly. 

	 •	 To	 give	 legal	 advice	 to	 the	 public	 via	 Legal	 Aid	 Pages	 in	 newspapers	 and	 TV	
channels.
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INTRODUCTION

The	Legal	Aid	Commission	(LAC)	of	Sri	Lanka	established	in	the	year	1978	by	Law	No	27	of	
1978 completes 30 years this year - 2008. The Commission has at all times strived to make 
'Equal Access to Justice for All' in Sri Lanka a reality. 

Thirty years in a nation that has a recorded history of more than 2500 is miniscule. But 
Sri Lanka being under colonial rule from 1505 BC onwards gained independence only 60 
years ago in 1948.  Thus the birth of the Commission was at a time when Sri Lanka had been 
independent from foreign domination for only 30 years. 

The legal systems in Sri Lanka underwent change with the change of our colonial masters-from 
the	Portuguese,	to	Dutch	and	finally	to	the	British.	Sri	Lanka	eventually	gained	independence	
from the British in the year 1948.

Sri Lanka being a multi ethnic country the personal and property laws differ in its applicability 
to the different ethnic groups. Thus independent Sri Lanka inherited a complex system of 
laws.	Today	we	have	English	Law,	Roman	Dutch	Law,	the	different	Personal	Laws	such	as		the	
Kandyan	Law,	the	Thesawalame	,	the		Muslim	Law		and	laws	enacted	by	Sri	Lanka	Parliament	
over the years.

With such a complex system of laws it is quite evident that a well established system of free 
legal aid for those in want is a sine qua non for 'equal access to justice for all' to become a 
reality.

The journey thus far for the Legal Aid Commission has not been an easy one. The problems 
are many and varied. To name a few in this context - finances, infrastructure requirements, 
personnel etc. But fortunately the Treasury has enhanced the State Grant over the immediate 
past few years. This positive step by the State has eased the financial requirements to a certain 
extent.  

The	LAC	was	faced	with	a	serious	financial	problem	as	the	contract	with	the	ADB	for	funding	
the	eleven	(11)	centers	of	LAC	located	in	the	tsunami	affected	areas	was	coming	to	an	end.	
But	His	Excellency	the	President	made	provision	for	the	LAC	to	tide	over	the	difficult	months	
August	–	December	2008	by	making	available	a	generous	grant	of	Rs.10	million.	This	gesture	
of  his Excellency resolved a major crisis the LAC would otherwise have had to face.

Special mention has to be made of the Honourable Chief Justice and other Honourable 
Members of the Judiciary who have given guidance whenever necessary. 

The Honourable Attorney General and his staff, the Secretary and Staff of the Ministry of 
Justice,	other	 relevant	Ministries,	Presidents’	Counsel,	 senior	attorneys	 	and	the	LAC	panel	
lawyers	and	our	funding	sources	over	the	years	–	the	USAID,	the	CIDA,	the	ADB,	the	UNDP,	
Asia	Foundation,	 IDLO,	TELECOM,	Bank	of	Ceylon,	Peoples’	Bank	etc.	have	also	extended	
their assistance over the years to realize the goals and ambitions of the LAC
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PREFACE		

PROFILE		OF		LEGAL		AID		COMMISSION
S.S.WIJERATNE	-	CHAIRMAN	LEGAL	AID	COMMISSION 

The main development agencies in the world, including the World Bank, the United Nations Agencies and 
the	Asian	Development	Bank	have	converged	on	the	basic	premise	that	legal	empowerment	of	the	poor	is	a	
prior requirement that should precede economic development. The poor segments of society are unable to 

obtain necessary legal assistance to clear title to their properties or incorporate their small enterprises or to prepare 
the necessary legal documentation to access credit institutions without legal empowerment. The International 
Commission	on	Legal	Empowerment	sponsored	 jointly	by	the	World	Bank	and	the	UNDP	released	their	 	 final	
report a few weeks ago. The Commission strongly recommended that the multi-lateral financial institutions should 
initiate legal empowerment programs as an integral part of the development projects.

As far as Sri Lanka is concerned, even though sporadic efforts had been made by the Law Societies to provide ad-
hoc legal aid to indigent litigants, the first formalized legal aid scheme commenced with the enactment of the 
Legal Aid Law No.27 of 1978. This statute established an independent Legal Aid Commission of nine members 
of whom three members are appointed by the Ministry of Justice and the balance six members are nominated by 
the Bar Council from amongst its members. The law also provides that the Bar Council may give directions to the 
Commission as and when necessary. Thus legal aid in Sri Lanka is the responsibility of the elected Bar Council and 
the Ministry of Justice with financial support from the Consolidated Fund.

Chairman Mr. S.S. Wijeratne being welcomed by school children at a Program organized by the Legal Aid Commission.

Who is entitled for Legal Aid?

The Statute stipulates that legal advice, legal representation in courts and community legal aid clinics are targeted at 
deserving	persons.	The	term	‘deserving	persons’	had	not	been	defined	in	the	law	and	had	been	given	an	interpretation	
by	the	LAC	using	the	internationally	recognized	tests	–

(1)	 Means	test.
(2)	 Justice	test.
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Means test	-	Deserving	persons	under	the	‘means	test’	are	those	individuals	receiving	less	than	Rs.	6,000/=	per	
month.	The	income	level	has	to	be	certified	by	the	Grama	Niladhari	of	the	area.	In	appropriate	cases,	the	Director	of	
a relevant center is authorized and has the discretion to be flexible in providing legal aid to destitute persons whose 
income	level		does	not	to	exceed	Rs.8,000/=	per	month.

Justice test	–	In	the	interest	of	justice	‘the	justice	test’	would	be	used	in	providing	legal	aid	when	the	ambit	of	the	
litigation transcends adjudication of personal disputes to affect a group or a wider class of persons.  For example, 
defending a mother with an unstable mental condition in an infanticide case. Application of judicial test in cases 
where	applicant	does	not	qualify	under	the	means	test	would	be	authorized	by	the	Director-General	of	the	Legal	
Aid Commission.

Free legal aid consultations to the public at the LAC stall – National Law Week-October 2006 organized by the Bar Association of Sri Lanka.

Modes of granting Legal Aid.	–	Legal	Aid	Law	authorizes	the	Commission	to	develop	diverse	strategies	to	realize	
the objectives of legal aid. The LAC provides access to justice by using the following strategies:-

Legal Aid Centers.

LAC Centers are established in courts complex premises throughout the island. As at present, 48 LAC Centers cater 
to the needs of the indigent persons who seek legal advice, representations in courts and tribunals. It should be 
noted that Sri Lanka has 85 court complexes with over 120 courts.

Staff	Attorneys	(SA)

The Legal Aid Centers are managed by salaried full time lawyers attached to the Legal Aid Commission. In addition 
to	representation	of	deserving	clients	 in	courts,	SA’s	coordinates	the	distribution	of	cases	among	panel	 lawyers	
recommended	by	the	local	Bar	Associations.	SA’s	conduct	awareness	programs	and	legal	clinics	at	grass	root	level.	
They are not authorized to engage in private legal practice.
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Judicare	(Panel	Lawyers)

LAC Staff Attorneys retain panel of lawyers to handle the extra cases. The panel lawyers are those who have 
volunteered to appear for legal aid cases on the payment of a nominal scheduled honoraria. Many Court Complexes 
include	Civil	Appellate	High	Courts,	High	Courts,	District	Courts,	Magistrates’	Courts	and	Labour	Courts	making	
it physically difficult for one Staff attorney to handle all the cases. The panel lawyers are then entrusted with the 
cases and paid a moderate honorarium according to a schedule and they are not entitled to receive any additional 
fees	from	the	indigent	clients.	Panel	lawyers	also	participate	in	community	legal	aid	clinics.	However,	panel	lawyers	
are able to engage in private practice.

Community Legal Aid Clinics

Staff	Attorneys	coordinate	with	local	Bar	Associations	and	District,	Divisional	Secretaries,	Grama	Niladharies	and	
the neighbourhood schools to organize regular legal aid clinics and legal awareness programs. Legal Aid Clinics deal 
with	providing	legal	advice	and	litigation	assistance	to	the	indigent	litigants	while	Legal	Awareness	Programs	target	
the	school	children,	women’s	group,	mediators,	Grama	Niladharies,	police	and	public	servants.	The	Commission	
when conducting legal awareness programs makes available copies of relevant legislation and literature on different 
legal subjects relevant to the awareness programs.

Developmental		legal	aid	desks	

Legal Aid Commission in addition to traditional legal aid provides developmental legal aid with specialised 
programmes. Legal Aid Commission has established 14 developmental legal aid desks to cover the following 
subjects-Anti-Corruption,	 Apprentice	 Training,	 Child	 Rights,	 Consumer	 Protection,	 Disabled	 Persons,	 Elders	
Rights,	Human	Rights,	 Internally	Displaced	Persons,	Migrant	Workers,	Prisons,	Protection	of	Women’s	Rights,	
Public	Officers	Awareness,	Schools	Programme,	Labour,	Environment	Protection	etc.

Legal Aid Commission Annual Sessions 2006: An opportunity to evaluate the work of the Centers and also for the staff to interact with each otehr. 
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ABOUT   THE TEAM      ……………..

A competent team headed by the Chairman is
responsible for the success of the Legal Aid 
Commission.

The Chairman is ably supported by the Members of 
the	Commission,	the	Director	General,	the	Consultant,	
the	Secretary	to	the	Commission,	the	Panel	lawyers	
and most importantly, the staff comprising the Legal 
Officers, other executive  officers, the management and 
office assistants and other staff. 

The next pages would be devoted 
to a few of the individuals who are 
instrumental in making legal aid become 
more visible to the people of Sri Lanka. 
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PROFILES	OF	LEADING	
PERSONALITIES	IN	THE	
LEGAL	AID	COMMISSION……..

Mr.	S.S.	Wijeratne,	Chairman		&		Administrator	
Legal Aid Commission

A	glimpse	in	to	Mr.	Wijeratne’s	legal	career	enables	
us to realize the making of a man who would devote 
his entire life to humanitarian service. 

Mr.	 Wijeratna,	 Attorney	 at	 Law,	 BA	 (Sri	 Lanka),	
LLB	 (Colombo),	 commenced	 his	 legal	 practice	 in	
the year 1967. He practiced both in Colombo and in 
the	outstations.	Additionally	he	held	many	posts	–	
Lecturer  at the Sri Lanka Law College and the Institute 
of   Chartered Accountants, External  Examiner for 
LLB Final Examination at the University of Colombo, 
Director	 	 (Legal)	 	 of	 	 	 the	 	 Sri	 	 Lanka	 	 Insurance		
Corporation  of  Sri Lanka ,  Judge  of  the Industrial  
Court	 	 and	 	 Member	 of	 	 the	 Public	 Performance	
Board,	and	Member	of	the	Press	Council.	

Subsequently he joined the United Nations High 
Commissioner	 for	 Refugees	 (UNHCR)	 where	 	 	 he			
had   an illustrious   career   in   humanitarian   service    
spanning			19				years	(1979	-	1998).		He		commenced			
his  career   as  a  Legal Officer  and served  in   various 
capacities	as	Legal		Adviser,		UNHCR			Representative,		
Coordinator		and		Principal		Legal		Counsel.		

On	retirement	from	the	UNHCR	Mr.	Wijeratne	opted	
to spend his retirement in Sri Lanka rather than spend 
it	in	Geneva.	But	‘retirement’	it	was	not	to	be.	

He	 	 was	 a	 Member	 of	 the	 first	 (and	 only)	
Constitutional Council of Sri Lanka and Chairman of   

the Legal Aid   Foundation of the Bar Association 
of	 Sri	 Lanka.	Presently	he	 	 is	 the	 	Chairman,	 	 Legal		
Aid Commission of  Sri Lanka, Convener  - National 
Center for Victims of Crime,  Chairman - Alternative    
Disputes	 	 Resolution	 Institute,	 	 Secretary	General	 -	
ICLP	Arbitration	Center,	Member	-	National		Council		
for  Elders,  Member - Consumer Affairs Authority,  
Member - Executive   Committee   of   the   Ceylon 
Chamber of   Commerce, Coordinator - Asia Chapter, 
International Society for Human Values and Senior 
Consultant  - Law and Society Trust.  Amongst all the 
positions he holds at present his contribution to the 
Legal Aid Commission as Chairman takes priority.

The story of legal aid in Sri Lanka turned a new leaf 
with Mr. S.S.  Wijeratne   taking office as Chairman 
in	 December,	 2004.	At	 that	 time	 there	 were	 only	
ten	(10)	Centers	island-wide.		But	gradually	with	the	
State Grant to  the Commission increasing  and his 
able leadership the number of centers  increased to 48  
by November, 2008.

He introduced a novel concept to the Commission 
itinerary	 by	 establishing	 	 Developmental	 Legal	 Aid	
Desks	 targeting	 	 varied	 categories	 of	 marginalized	
people	 –	 	 Human	 Rights	 Bureau,	 Disabled	 Persons	
Desk,	Elders	Desk,	Child	Rights	Desk,	Women’s	Right’s	
Desk,	 Migrant	 Labour	 Desk,	 Internally	 Displaced	
Persons	 Desk,	 Schools	 Program	 Desk,	 Elders	 Rights	
Desk,	 Consumer	 Protection	 Desk,	 	 Question	 and	
Answer	 Pages	 in	 newspapers	 of	 all	 three	 languages.	
At the same time he enhanced the activities of 
the traditional desks that were functioning in the 
Commission hitherto. The statistics of the LAC work 
highlighted in this publication is ample testimony to 
the able Chairmanship and guidance of Mr. Wijerane 
to the success of the Commission activities.

Mr. S.S. Wijeratne, Chairman of the LAC awarding prizes to winners of the drama contest held for the Southern Province Schools as a part of a 
mega program for Southern Province school children on drama, oratory, art competition and exhibition held in November 2008, partly sponsored 
by Peoples' Bank.
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Membership of the Commission: 
By section 5 of the Legal Aid 
Law no 27 of 1978 the Legal Aid Commission 
shall comprise of three members appointed by the 
Hon. Minister of Justice 
and six members appointed 
by the Bar Association of Sri Lanka.

Members of the Commission as at 
31.07.2008

Chairman 
01)		 Mr.	S.S.	Wijeratne	 Attorney	at	Law
  
Members: 
02)	 Mr.	Manohara	de	Silva,	 President’s	Counsel
03)	 Ms.	Swarna	Perera	 Attorney	at	Law
04)	 Mr.	Upali	Gooneratne	 Attorney	at	Law	
05)	 Mr.	Rohan	Sahabandu	 Attorney	at	Law
06)	 Ms.	Kamalini	de	Silva	 Attorney	at	Law	&	
                                         Additional Secretary, 
	 	 MOJ	&	LR

New appointees
Appointed	by	 the	Hon.	Minister	0f	 	 Justice	&	Law	
Reforms

Mrs.	Kamalini	de	Silva	(	Re-appointed)
Attorney	at	Law	&	Additional	Secretary	of	the	
MOJ	&	LR

07)		 Dr.		W.D.	Rodrigo					
										Attorney	at	Law/Principal,	Law	College

08)		 Mr.	Uditha	Egelahewa		
         Attorney at Law

Appointed by the Bar Association of 
Sri Lanka

09)		 Mr.	Thisath		Wijegunawardene
 Attorney at Law 

Secretary to the Commission 
Ms. Lilanthi de Silva, Attorney at Law

Director	General	
Hon.	H.S.	Yapa,	Retired	Judge	of	the	Supreme	Court

Consultant to LAC
Mrs. Nelum Gamage, Attorney at Law

PROFILES

Mr.	Manohara	De	Silva
Preident’s Counsel - Member Commission

President’s	Counsel	Mr.	Manohara	R.	de	Silva	had	his	
education at Ananda College,  Colombo .
He passed out as an Attorney at Law in 1988. 

While in Law College he took a keen interest in 
College affairs and was the leader of the English 
debating team.

He appeared as counsel for the LAC cases especially in 
appellate courts. This lead to his taking a keen interest 
in	 the	 LAC	and	 eventually	 the	BASL	–	Bar	Council	
appointed him as a Member of the LAC. In 1999 he 
was appointed as administrator of the LAC which post 
he continued to hold under three Chairmen of the 
LAC 1999-2006.

He was also a Member of the expert panel of the All 
Party	Representatives	Committee	-2006.

In	 the	 year	 2006	 he	 was	 appointed	 a	 President’s	
Counsel.

He	 has	 appeared	 in	 a	 number	 of	 Public	 Interest	
litigation cases and is the current Chairman of the 
Public	 Interest	 Litigation	 Committee	 of	 the	 Bar	
Association. He is Member of the Incorporated 
Council of Legal Education. 

In spite of his busy court practice he continues to 
take an interest in the court work of the LAC lawyers 
giving the LAC legal officers advice and counseling 
whenever necessary. 

Ms.	Swarna	Perera	
Member, Commission & Hony Director of the Negombo 
Regional Center.

Attorney	 at	 Law	Mrs.	 Swarna	 Perera	 has	 a	 lucrative	
civil and criminal practice in Negombo. She took to 
the study of law by a surprising turn of events. On 
her	 father’s	 sudden	 demise	 she	 resolved	 to	 see	 that	
his wealth was properly administered and not lost to 
the	family.	This	practical	handling	of	her	late	father’s	
estate made her decide to take up the study of law. 
She has been a Commission Member for 13 years.

She assisted the poor and the needy in Negombo area 
in	their	litigation	needs	since	1973	–	even	prior	to	the	
establishment of the LAC. She initially appeared for 
cases of abandoned women with children. Gradually 
she handled other case as well including maintenance 
cases. 
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However busy she may be, she willingly serves her 
duties as Acting Magistrate and as an Inquirer into 
Sudden	Deaths.

Her work is not limited to her practice and legal 
aid. She is also a popular social worker in her area. 
She	extends	a	helping	hand	to	the	Children’s	Home	
Nisala	Diya	Sevena	and	Elders’	Homes	and	Convents	
in the area. 

Ms.	 Perera	 while	 being	 a	 Commission	 Member	
personally supervises the Negombo Center and also 
personally trained the present legal officer of the 
Negombo Center, Ms. Gayani Abeysinghe.

Ms.	Kamalini	de	Silva			
Member, Commission

Attorney	 at	 Law	 Mrs.	 Kamalini	 de	 Silva,	 presently	
Additional	Secretary	(Legal)			Ministry	of	Justice	and	
Legal	Reforms	is	a	Member	nominated	by	the	Hon.	
Minister	of	Justice	and	Legal	Reforms	as	per	statutory	
requirements of the Legal Aid Law No 27 of 1978. 
She has been an active member of the Legal Aid 
Commission for many years. 

She is the link between the Ministry of Justice and 
the LAC and assists the Commission in its day to 
day activities-specially in financial and other matters 
where the Ministry has a major role to play. 

Her school days at Visakha Vidyala, Colombo had 
shown early  signs of her ability to  be an able 
legal administrator in the future. She had been a Senior 
Prefect	and	a	keen	participant	in	drama	and	debating.	
She had also taken a lead role in the activities of the 
English Literary Association.

Mrs.	De	Silva’s	name	is	more	or	less	synonymous	with	
the mediation program in Sri Lanka and is fondly 
called “Mother of Mediation” .She is the official 
from the Justice Ministry who is responsible  for the 
effective implementation of the mediation program 
in Sri Lanka. She has also been actively involved in 
programmes related to the welfare and rehabilitation 
of the  prisoners, and for the past several years 
been	 on	 the	 Parole	 Board	 (License	 Board)	 of	 the	
Prisons	 that	 is	 charged	 with	 the	 responsibility	 of	
recommending the premature release of prisoners 
for good behaviour. Among her many duties she is 
required to advise the Minister regarding the grant 
of general amnesties, commutation and remittance 
of sentences of prisoners. At present she chairs a 
committee of officials responsible for the preparation 
of	 new	 legislation	 to	 replace	 the	 archaic	 Prison	
Ordinance. 

As an official of the Ministry of Justice, Ms de Silva 
has had the honour of being a member of Sri Lankan 
delegations that have successfully negotiated several 

international and bilateral agreements for the grant 
of mutual assistance in criminal matters, civil and 
commercial matters and the transfer of prisoners be-
tween countries.        

She has represented Sri Lanka at many  international 
legal conferences and seminars which are too nu-
meours to be mentioned in detail.

She has, over the years on behalf of the Ministry of 
Justice coordianted with international donor 
agencies in the implemetation of various programs.

Ms	 De	 Silva	 takes	 a	 keen	 interest	 in	 issues	 related	
to child rights, care and protection of children and 
juvenile justice and is presently a panel member of 
National	Child	Protection	Authority.		She	is	also	the	
representative of the Ministry of Justice in the Na-
tional Alcohol and Tobacco Authority, National 
Committee	 on	 Social	 Development	 and	 the	 Com-
mercial Mediation Centre.

Mr. Upali A. Gooneratne
Member, Commission

Attorney at Law Mr. Upali A. Gooneratne  was  
admitted as an Advocate of the Supreme Court of Sri 
Lanka in the year 1972. Subsequently he  was enrolled 
as	a	 Solicitor	 in	England	and	Wales	(1981)	and	also		
admitted	as	a	Barrister	&	Solicitor	in	Tasmania	(1994),	
in	New	 South	Wales	 (1994)	 and	 in	Victoria	 (1995)		
respectively.

He did not restrict his education to law. He has a 
diploma in Forensic Medicine and Science by the 
Faculty of Medicine, University of Colombo in the 
year 1997 and was also elected a fellow of the British 
Institute	of	Management	(FBIM)in	1983.

His	student	days	at	Sri	Lanka	Law	College	(SLLC)	are		
quite interesting. In 1969 he took part in the first ever 
Sinhala	 drama	 staged	 by	 Law	 Students	 –“	 Thawath	
Naduwak” 

He was instrumental in the drafting and adoption of 
the Constitution of 1970 of the Law Students Union 
thereby replacing the rules of 1937.
He	represented	the	SLLC	in	Soccer	and	Rugger.	

As a busy practicing lawyer he  has devoted his time 
and energy to upgrade the legal literacy of lawyers 
who have studied in the Sinhala medium. This 
creditable feature first surfaced   when he was Senior 
Counsel for one of the two parties at the first ever 
Law Moot in Sinhala . 

He also e founded the Neethiya Foundation 
which has to date published the  only newsletter in 
Sinhala, since 1990. This newsletter is presently a full 
fledged journal. This publication is financed by Mr. 
Gooneratne and his assistants in his Chambers. This 
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foundation also organized the first ever National Law 
Conference in Sinhala in  the  year 2006.

His lectureships and tutorships are too numerous 
to name. Since 2001 Mr. Gooneratne had been the 
Chairman, Board of Examiners, Final Examination for 
Admission of Attorneys. He held the position of a 
Member of the Board of Studies on Forensic Medicine, 
Post	 Graduate	 Institute	 of	 Medicine	 University	 of	
Colombo 2003-2006 and Member, Board of Studies 
Incorporated	 Council	 of	 Legal	 Education	 (since	
2001)	.He	has	in	the	past	lectured	and	tutored	at	the	
SLLC in Criminal Law and also been an examiner at 
the SLLC.

The positions he has held in numerous associations 
and organizations are all too many to list. These are 
not limited to the legal field. In 1999-2001 he was the 
President	of	the	Bar	Association	of	Sri	Lanka	-BASL.	
Previous	to	that	he	was	Secretary,	BASL	(1987-1989)	
and	Vice	President	of	the	BASL		(1989-1992)	

Since 2001 he is a Member of the  Ethics  Committee, 
Sri Lanka Medical Association. He has held positions 
in	the	organization	of	Professional	Association	of	Sri	
Lanka as well.

Mr. Gooneratne has an extensive island-wide court 
practice including the courts in the North and the 
East. He has also appeared in the Superior Courts as 
well	 as	 the	 Provincial	 and	 Colombo	 High	 Courts.		
His practice includes appearances in the Special 
Tribunals such as the former Constitutional Court, 
Press	Council,	former	Criminal	Justice	Commission,	
Labour Tribunals, Court Martial etc.

His law practice in not confined to the shores of Sri 
Lanka.  His appearances in the foreign courts of law 
includes his representation in May, 2004, on behalf 
of LAWASIA as an International Observer  at the 
appeal hearing before the Federal Court of Malaysia 
against the conviction of  Anwar Ibrahim, former 
Deputy	 Prime	 Minister	 of	 Malaysia	 on	 charges	 of	
Sodomy. 

He has several publications and research articles to 
his credit, both in Sinhala and English. in the Bar 
Association Law Journal, Neethiya publications etc.

He organized the first Asian Lawyers Conference in 
Japan in 1981 under the auspices of the Asian Legal 
Research	 Institute	 where	 lawyers	 from	 14	 countries	
of the region participated. He was one of the three 
members who successfully steered the LAWASIA 
Conference in Sri Lanka 1991.

Mr.	Gooneratne’s	association	in	legal	aid	commenced	
while in law school by participating in the Legal Aid 
Scheme. His Chairmanship of the Commission was 
in mid 2001-2004. It was during his tenure  as 
Chairman of the LAC, that the LAC celebrated its 
25th anniversary in 2003. 

Hon. W. J.M. Lokubandara, the then Minister 
of Justice had been the chief guest at this 
commemoration ceremony. Other participants 
included	Mr.	 Elliot	 Goonasekera,	Mrs.	 Kamalini	 de		
Silva and Mr. Manhora de Silva. At this ceremony 
Mr. Elliot Goonasekera, who was instrumental in 
keeping legal aid alive prior to the establishment of 
the LAC was duly recognized. The oldest employees  
of the LAC Mr. Gamini  Weeramuni was felicitated by 
giving a special gift to him. He is presently also in the 
employment of the LAC.

The records of  the time reflect the many attempts 
made by  Mr. Gooneratne  and the then Commission 
to get a higher grant for the LAC from the State. At that 
time	the	State	Grant	was	a	mere	Rs.	900,000.00.

He voluntarily relinquished office as Chairman of the 
LAC to make way for Mr. S. S. Wijeratne to become 
the Chairman of the LAC. This indeed is a remarkable 
gesture on his part as it is very rarely one comes across 
incidents of this nature where persons give up office 
voluntarily.

Mr.	Rohan	Sahabandu		
Member, Commission
Attorney	 at	 Law	Mr.	 Rohan	 Sahabandu,	 a	 product	
of	Royal	College	Colombo	 is	Member	of	 the	Legal	
Aid Commission from the year 2004 onwards to 
date. His interest in legal aid to deserving students 
commenced way back in the seventies when he was a 
law-student at the Sri Lanka Law College by actively 
participating	in	the	then	legal	aid	scheme.	During	this	
period he represented the Sri Lanka Law College at a 
student	–	legal	aid	program	in	Singapore.	

He was a champion table tennis player at Law 
College.

Mr. Sahabandu has an extensive legal practice in the 
Appellate Courts.  He passed out as an attorney in the 
year 1972.  He is a Life Member of the Bar Association 
of	Sri	Lanka	(BASL)	and	the	Colombo	Law	Society.	He	
has been Chairman of the Continuous Legal Education 
Program	 of	 BASL,	 the	 Superior	 Courts	 Committee	
of BASL and also of various other committees from 
time to time. He represents the BASL as its counsel in 
’Rule	Inquiries‘		in	the			Supreme	Court.

He   was the Secretary and Treasurer of the Colombo 
Law Society 1990-1991.

He has been an Additional Editor of the Sri Lanka Law 
Reports	from	the	year	1995	onwards	to	date.	In	fact	
he	is	generally	known	as	a	’digest	of	case	law‘!		

He	has	held	the	post	of	treasurer	of	the	BASL	(1989-
1993)	and	also	of	SAARCLAW	1991-1998.	He	is	the	
current	President	of	SAARCLAW	(Sri	Lanka)	having	
being appointed to this position in 2007.
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He is the current Chairman of the Legal Aid 
Foundation of the Bar Association of Sri Lanka. He 
personally supervises the work being carried by the 
coordinators of the 18 centers island-wide.  

He has to be commended for not limiting his work to 
his legal practice but devoting his time and energy by 
contributing positively to the various organizations 
in which he holds positions of responsibility.

Hon. Hector  S. Yapa 
Retired Justice of the Supreme Court 
Director General – LAC - October 2005-to date

The Commission was indeed fortunate to get the 
services of retired Supreme Court Judge Hon. 
Hector	 S.	 Yapa	 as	 the	 first	 Director	 General	 of	 the	
Commission. His responsibility is to supervise 
all litigation activities of the Head Office and the 
Centers island-wide.

With the expansion of the Commission he has 
streamlined the legal aid services to the public. He 
supervises all the honorarium payments to panel 
lawyers and was instrumental in introducing a 
new software program to record and monitor the 
honorarium payments to panel lawyers. He is a  
resource	 person	 for	 awareness	 Programs	 conducted	
by the Commission. 

His past credentials amply demonstrate his ability to 
handle his present LAC work.

He is a graduate of law of the University of Colombo 
with a post graduate diploma in International Law and 
Development	from	the	Institute	of	Social	Studies,	the	
Hague, Netherlands. On taking oaths as an Advocate 
of	the	Supreme	Court	in	December	1967	he	practiced	
for a short time in the Unofficial Bar and joined 
the	 Attorney	 General’s	 Department	 in	 September	
1973. Subsequently he held the posts of Senior State 
Counsel	 (1978-1988)	 and	 Deputy	 Solicitor	 General	
(1988-1994).

He  then continued his career in the superior courts 
with much distinction as a Judge  of the
Court	 of	 Appeal	 (1994-2000)	 and	 the	 Supreme	
Court	(2000-2004).	

During	the	period	February	2005-	September	2005	
he	 headed	 the	 Presidential	 Commission	 of	 Inquiry	
to Inquire in to Matters Arising Out of the Natural 
Disaster	 (Tsunami)	 that	 occurred	 on	 26,	 December	
2004.	Recently	 he	was	 appointed	Chairman	of	 the	
Mediation Commission.

His interests are not limited to the legal sphere. He 
has played basket ball, cricket and table tennis at his 
alma-mater	-	Christian	College	Kotte	and	represented	
his school in table tennis and cricket. To this day he 
enjoys	a	game	of	tennis!				     
                           
                                                                                                                       

 
Hon. Hector  S. Yapa Director General of the LAC delivering a 
lecture to Prisons Department officials.

Mrs. Nelum Gamage
Consultant - Jan 2006 - to date

Mrs. Gamage, Attorney at Law with an LLB and 
an	 LLM-International	 Economic	 Law	 (Colombo)	
commenced her legal career in civil work and 
thereafter joined the Sri Lanka Insurance Corporation 
for a brief period. In 1975 she joined the Bribery 
Commissioner’s	 Department	 as	 a	 Legal	 Officer	 and	
subsequently held the posts of Assistant Bribery 
Commissioner	and	Deputy	Bribery	Commissioner.	In	
1989 she was appointed the first ever woman Bribery 
Commissioner.	In	December	1994	she	was	appointed	
Director	General	 of	 the	 Commission	 to	 Investigate	
Allegations of Bribery or Corruption   and in 1998 
appointed Additional Secretary, Ministry of Justice 
from	which	post	she	retired	in	December	2005.	

Prisons  Officials and inmates (dancers) of the Welikade Prisons 
welcome Ms. Nelum Gamage, Consultant and Legal Officers of 
the LAC, Ms.Thushari Sakunthala, Ms. Surangani Perera and                
Ms. Kusumini  Kumari for the launch of the Prisons Project funded 
by the UNDP/Equal Access to Justice Project of  the Ministry of 
Constitutional Affairs and National Integration. 



11

Mrs.	Gamage,	on	retiring	from	Public	Service	assumed	
office as a full-time Consultant to the Legal Aid 
Commission in January 2006

Ms. Gamage  prepared the first ever published 
Administration	 Report	 of	 the	 Commission	 for	
the year 2006 and also the second report for the 
year 2007. The publication entitled ‘Thirty Years 
of	 Legal	 Aid	 Commission	 in	 Sri	 Lanka’	 is	 also	 a	
result of her efforts. Mrs. Gamage also prepared an 
Administration Manual for the permanent staff 
of the LAC. Additionally Mrs. Gamage visits LAC 
Centers and reports to the Commission on the work 
of the respective Centers with recommendations for 
their improved performance. 

The	 UNDP	 funded	 Project	 for	 the	 years	 2006	
onwards has been implemented by Mrs. Gamage in 
consultation with the Chairman.
During	 her	 school	 days	 she	 participated	 in	 drama,	
debating,	girl	guiding	-St.Mary’s	Convent,	Matara,	
St.Joseph’s	Convent	Kegalle	 and	drama	&	debating,	
Devi	Balika	Colombo	 	08	 	and	also	 represented	her	
school	St.	Joseph’s	in	Net	Ball.	

At Law College her main interests were drama and 
debating. She was a Member of the Law College 
Debating	 Team	 and	 also	 took	 a	 part	 in	 the	 drama	
‘Thawath	 Naduwak’	 staged	 by	 the	 Law	 students	 in	
the year 1969. While at Law College Mrs. Gamage 
was an active participant of the Legal Aid Scheme 
implemented by the Law Society 

She is a director of Transparency International, Sri 
Lanka Chapter.
In 1993 the Zonta Club of Colombo awarded the 
Zonta Woman of Achievement Certificate of Honour 
in Law to Mrs. Gamage. 

President’s	Counsel,	 Senior	Lawyers	 and	
Panel	Lawyers…..

The lawyers of the Unofficial Bar island-wide 
comprising	President’s	Counsel,	 Senior	 Lawyers	 and	
Panel	 Lawyers	 comprise	 an	 important	 sector	of	 the	
LAC.

President’s	Counsel	and	senior	lawyers	very	often	help	
the LAC when their opinion is sought. This assistance 
is not limited to court cases but also in answering the 
legal	queries	in	the	Question	&	Answer	Pages	of	the	
three newspapers.

The panel lawyers constitute an integral part of the 
LAC. These lawyers are from the respective 
Bar Association branches island-wide. The panel 
lawyers are not permanent staff of the Commission 
but are paid on a case by case basis on an approved 
payment	scheme.	The	scheme	of	payment	(Payment	
Schedule)	 has	 been	 revised	 in	March	 2004,	March	
2006 and June 2006 respectively.

Each	Center	has	a	Panel	of	Lawyers	who	handles	the	
court	 cases	 –	 especially	 trials.	 The	 pre-trial	 stages	
are undertaken mostly by the LAC lawyers. It is 
noteworthy that the permanent lawyers of the LAC 
at the Head Office and Centers increasingly now 
appear for trials. 

The panel lawyers are fully supported by the 
management assistants of the Legal Aid Commission 
in the preparation of papers to be filed in courts.

All lawyers of the Bar Association of Sri Lanka whether 
in Colombo or outstation are eligible for registration 
as panel lawyers.

The success of litigation of the Legal Aid Commission 
cases depends on the commitment and capability of 
the permanent lawyers of the LAC, the senior lawyers 
inclusive	 of	 Presidents	 Counsel,	 panel	 lawyers	 and	
the interaction between the Litigation Branch of the 
Commission and the panelists

Free legal consultations for public - October 2006 Law Week 
organised by the Bar Association of Sri Lanka.
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The early Legal Aid Commission 
Centers....... 

Kandy,	Anuradhapura	and	Kurunegala

Legal Aid Commission Law No. 27 of 1978 was 
enacted thirty years ago in August 1978.

At present there are 47 LAC Centers spread island - 
wide

The Centers that played a lead role in LAC activities 
from	the	initial	stages	are	the	Kandy,	Anuradhapura	
and	Kurunegala	regional	centers.

The success of these Centers is undoubtedly the 
commitment and dedication of the directors of these 
Centers

Mr. Mahadivulweva 
(Anuradhapura-North	Central	Province),

Mr.	U.R.	Nissanka	Ranatunga 
(Kandy-Central	Province)

Mr.	Dharmavijaya	Seneviratne 
(Kurunegala-	Wayamba	Province)

The directors were always at all times guided and 
counseled by the Commission Chairmen and 
Members.

The names of the directors are synonymous with the 
names of their centers. A notable characteristic of all 
three directors is that financial constraints to hold 
awareness programs did not hold them back. They 
have educated the public in coordination with social 
organizations in their areas. Their example is now 
followed	by	other	center	Directors	and	legal	officers	
as well.

All three of them have functioned as directors from 
incept to date.

At the outset they had to overcome many constraints 
and today they have given the lead in court work 
statistics from amongst all the outstation LAC 
centers.

Mr.	U.R.	Nissanka		Ranatunge	
Regional Director - Kandy

Mr.	Ranatunge,	Attorney	at	Law,	has	the	distinction	
of being the first outstation permanent lawyer to be 

appointed	 by	 the	 LAC	 -	 Director,	 Kandy	 Regional	
Center -in 1994. He holds this position to date.

During	1994	–	2004	the	LAC	Kandy	Regional	Center	
was located in the old courts complex behind the 
Maligawa. The opening ceremony of the center 
in	 Kandy	 	 was	 on	 	 the	 5th	 of	March	 1994	 	 in	 the	
presence	of	a	distinguished	gathering	–	the	then	Chief	
Justice,	Hon.	G.P.S.	de	Silva,	the	then	Chairman	Mr.	
Hemantha	Warnakulasuriya	(now	P.C.	and	our	current	
Ambassador	to	Italy),	the		then	Administrator	–	the	
late	Mr.	Mr.	M.	K.V.	Swarnadipathi,	Attorney	at	Law,	
Mr.	Manohara	de	Silva	(Now	P.C.)	and	Mrs.	Kamalini	
de	Silva	(now	Additional	Secretary	,	/then	Assistant	
Secretary	Ministry	 of	 Justice).	 	Mr.	 Gamini	 Kroon,	
the	then	Secretary	of	the	Kandy	Bar	Association	with	
other	members	of	the	Kandy	Bar	played	a	major	role	
in the establishment of this first ever outstation LAC 
Center.

In		2004	December		the	Kandy	LAC	office	shifted	to	
the	new	Courts	Complex	at	Getambe,	Kandy.	

Mr.	 Ranatunge’s	 management	 skills	 are	 attributed	
to the training he received in Management at the 
Washington University while on a visit to the USA.  
He also has had training at the Social Work Institute, 
Sri Lanka from which he holds a diploma. His diploma 
work had also included training in counseling and 
interviewing techniques.

Mr.	 Ranatunga	 maintains	 an	 extremely	 cordial	
relationship	 with	 the	 Bench	 and	 the	 Bar.	 Kandy	 is			
one of the best run Centers of the LAC.

A typical working day at the Regional Center at Kandy, 6th June 
2008. Director Mr. U.R.Ranatunge and Legal Officer A.D.C.S. 
Hewawasam holding consultations.
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Then   In  1994…….

Inauguration  of  the Kandy Legal Aid Commission Center on  the  
5th of  March 1994. Chief guest–Hon.G.P.S. de Silva. The judges 
of  and lawyers of Kandy and LAC personnel participated at the 
ceremony.

Now  In  June, 2008………

Director, Legal Officer and Management assistants of the Kandy 
LAC Center –registration of clients and counseling in progress.

Mr. Asoka Mahadiulweva 
Regional	Director-	Anuradhapura	
1994-to date

Mr. Mahadivulaweva Attorney at Law is a legal 
luminary who has contributed his knowledge, time 
and	skills	for	legal	aid	in	the	Anuardhapura	District.
It is important to record his service to legal aid for 
posterity.
He is a proud son of Anurahdapura and hails from 
one of the oldest families in the area. 

Mr.	 Mahadivulweva’s	 legal	 assistance	 to	 the	 poor	
commenced even before the Legal Aid Commission 
Center was established in Anuradhapura in 1994. His 
work amongst the poor was not confined to legal 
justice but social justice as well. He is a social worker 

of repute in Anuradhapura - his city of birth and in 
the	North	Central	Province.	His	 regular	 attendance	
at his desk without enjoying his leave and his early 
reporting to office daily are good examples for our 
young lawyers to emulate.

Financial constraints have not held him back from 
conducting legal awareness programs for the public 
and public officials. He has with the active support of 
community based organizations conducted programs 
targeting various groups of people. 

The spacious Anuradhapura Center is located 
adjoining the courts. The premises are neat and tidy 
and at any given time there are many needy litigants 
in the office seeking legal assistance.

The high statistics of court cases of Anuradhapura is a 
reflection of the commitment of Mr. Mahadivulweva 
and his Legal Officer and the Management 
Assistants.

Mr.	Dharmavijaya	Senevirathne	
Regional	Director	Kurunegala
1997 - to date

Attorney	 at	 Law	 Mr.	 Dharmavijaya	 	 Senevirathne	
Regional	 Director	 of	 the	 Kurunegala	 Center	 was	
appointed	as	Director	in	1997.	He	has	been	its	director	
since then up to date. At that time Mr. Hemantha 
Warnakulasuriya had been the LAC Chairman and 
Mr.	 Leslie	 Abeysekera	 the	 LAC	 Director.	 Both	 of	
them had attended the opening ceremony for which 
the	Bench	and	the	Bar	at	Kurunegala	had	given	much	
support.

During		the	early	stages	funding	had	been	rather	low	
but Mr. Senevirathne had carried out his duties with 
commitment and dedication. 

Since the work load had been increasing over the years 
the	Kurunegala	Center	was	given	a	new	building	 in	
the year 2006 with adequate facilities. The new center 
building was ceremonially declared open by Hon. 
Chief Justice Sarath N. Silva along with the Chairman 
of	the	LAC	Mr.	S.S.	Wijeratne.	The	Director	General	
of the LAC Hon. Hector S. Yapa also participated at 
the ceremonial opening.

Over	the	years	the	LAC	Center	at	Kurunegala	has	been	
very active and it is one of the Centers with a high 
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number of court cases. As such an additional lawyer 
Attorney at Law Ms. Sandamali Wickramasinghe 
was appointed to assist Mr. Senevirathne to carry the 
heavy work load.

A remarkable feature of his activities is that his legal 
aid clinics are mostly carried out in remote areas. As in 
all other centers he has an extensive counseling service 
and also carries out awareness programs. Financial 
constraints to implement awareness programs were 
not a set-back for him to carry out programs as he 
did so with the assistance of social organizations of 
the area. 

A remarkable feature of his activities is the on-going 
training he gives legal-interns which he commenced 
in the year 1999. Thus most of the panel lawyers in 
Kurunegala	are	those	who	had	been	trained	by	him.

Mr. Senevirathne has been able to show positive 
results due to the cordial relationship he has with the 
Bench and the Bar and other public Institutions in the 
District	as	well	as	his	courteous	and	dedicated	service	
to	the	public	in	Kurunegala.	

A		PROCESS	OF	EVOLUTION
Legal Aid for the deserving was in existence in Sri 
Lanka for a long period of time-in fact prior to the 
Legal Aid Commission being established by Statute. It 
was in the year 1956 that the Incorporated Law Society 
of Ceylon inaugurated a voluntary aid scheme. This 
was	 almost	 nine	 years	 after	 the	 United	 Kingdom	
commenced its Legal Aid Scheme. The Law Society 
was a body of lawyers comprising of the proctors 
branch of the legal profession, the other branch being 
the advocates- the Bar Council. 

A Legal Aid Committee consisting of the Members 
the of the Law Society and the Bar Council under the 
aegis of  the Incorporated Law Society and housed in 
its own building administered legal aid throughout 
the	country	on	a	State	Grant	of	Rs.	50,000.00.	

Subsequently the two Branches of the legal profession 
were amalgamated into Attorneys at Law and the Bar 
Association of Sri Lanka was established.

In discussing the legal aid scheme during the pre-
commission days it is important to mention the 
contribution made by Attorney at Law, the late 

Mr. Elliot Gunasekera. He worked diligently and 
with commitment in the Legal Aid Scheme of the 
Incorporated Law Society for a long period of time 
and eventually served the LAC for a short spell. A 
remarkable feature of the legal aid scheme of the 
time was the interaction of the law students in the 
scheme with the active support of the then principal 
of	Law	college	Mr.	R.	K.	W.	Goonasekera.	
The Legal Aid Commission was created by Legal Aid 
Law no 27 of 1978.

The amalgamation of the Community Legal Aid 
Project	 (CLAP)	of	 the	Ministry	 of	 Justice	with	 the	
LAC on 1st of January 2003 was a step in the right 
direction for legal aid in Sri Lanka. The amalgamation 
was effected as it was quite apparent that two 
organizations,	the	LAC	and	the	CLAP	under	the	same	
Ministry, i.e. Ministry of Justice were handling work 
of the same nature. 

At	 the	 time	 of	 the	 amalgamation	 CLAP	 had	
nine	 centers:	 Amparai,	 Hambanthota,	 Kegalle,	
Monaragala, Nuwaraeliya, Anuradhapura, Chilaw and 
two	Centers	 in	Colombo.	The	Anuradhapura	CLAP	
center and the two in Colombo were  absorbed by the 
LAC. The Chilaw center was closed and established 
later in 2005.  With this amalgamation the LAC 
Centers number increased by five in 2003 and the 
salary scales etc were also streamlined for the entire 
LAC staff in conformity with the salary scales of the 
former	CLAP	staff.	
Thus the financial allocation showed a remarkable 
increase	 for	 the	LAC	with	 the	 fusion	of	CLAP	with	
LAC.

The Legal Aid Commission is beholden to the legal 
luminaries of the past who devoted their time and 
energy to keep legal aid alive even prior to the 
establishment of the Commission and also to all 
those who held office in the Commission from the 
day of establishment of the Commission 30 years 
ago- and kept the Commission active is spite of the 
many obstacles they faced such as lack of funds and 
infrastructure facilities.
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Looking Back……

THE	CHAIRMEN	OF	THE	LEGAL	AID	COMMISSION	

FROM	THE	INCEPTION

NAMES	OF	CHAIRMEN															 YEARS	IN	OFFICE		 ADMINISTRATOR

Mr.	E.A.G	DE	Silva																											1978	-1984	 Mr.	P.M.	Paul	Pillai

Mr. Anton Fernando                       1984- 1989      Mr. Sarath Wijesinghe

Mr.	Ashley	T	Herath																							 1989-	1994		 Mr.	K.V.	Swarnadipathi

Mr.	Hemantha	Warnakulasuriya					1994-	1999			(Oct)					 Mr.	K.Neelakandan																									

Mr.	K.Neelakandan						 (Oct)	1999	-	(mid	2001)				 Mr.	Manohara	de	Silva

Mr.	Upali		A.	Gooneratne																(mid	2001)–2004	(Dec)			 Mr.	Manohara	de	Silva

Mr.	S.S.Wijeratne																													 (Dec)2004	–2006		 Mr.	Manohara	de	Silva

Mr. S.S.Wijeratne                              2006-To date   Mr. S.S.Wijeratne 
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Profiles	of	our	past	Chairmen…

Mr.	E.A.G	DE	Silva	
Chairman, 1978 -1984  

Mr. E.A.G. de Silva, a well respected lawyer who had 
an extensive practice in the Supreme Court was the 
first Chairman of the Legal Aid Commission which 
was established in the year 1978.

Mr. de Silva had many other  interests  and did not 
concentrate only on his court practice. He was 
involved	in	the	protection	of	Human	Rights	and	was	
in a large way responsible for the introduction of 
Human	Rights	into	the	curriculum	of	the	law	schools.	
He was an active member and an office bearer of the 
Sri Lanka branch of the International Commission of 
Jurists and of Amnesty International. 

Mr. de Silva was from the commencement of his 
career interested in legal aid. He appeared pro-bono 
in several cases and requested his colleagues also to 
do so, which they readily did. 

Thus, there  was several years ago an informal 
infrastructure of legal aid, which worked well. 
But he was keen to put in place a formalized system 
which would withstand the test of time.

Mr. de Silva worked 
closely with the architect 
of the Legal Aid Law No 
27 of 1978, Mr. H. W. 
Jayawardene,	 Queen’s	
Counsel and the Bar 
Association of Sri Lanka to 
formaliz the structure of  
legal aid resulting in  Law 
no 27 of 1978.

First Chairman of LAC, Mr. E.A.G. de Silva in a relaxed mood

The Bar Council   nominated Mr. de Silva to the first 
Commission which elected him as the Chairman as 
by this time Mr. de Silva had impressed the Bar of his 
honesty and  integrity to hold  a position  of this 
nature. 

The Legal Aid Commission was in a way the successor 
to the legal aid scheme of that time. The Commission 
had its teething problems but Mr. de Silva was ably 
assisted to resolve the problems by the Administrator, 
the	 late	Mr.	P.M.	Paul	Pillai	 and	 the	 late	Mr.	Elliot	
Goonasekera the former Secretary of the Legal Aid 

Scheme of the Law Society who later functioned as a 
Director	of	the	Commission	as	well.

The humane nature of being a human rights activist 
and his compassion to the deserving made him  
give legal aid to the deserving  during his years in 
Hultsdorf.

Mr. de Silva may be no more. But his taking the 
initiative to formalize legal aid in Sri Lanka  and 
of being one of the team who was instrumental in 
drafting the statute  and implementing the law in the 
formative years of the Commission is  now part of the 
history of the Legal Aid Commission of Sri Lanka 

Mr. Anton Fernando,  
Chairman -  1984 - 1989  

Mr. Anton Fernando, the 
second Chairman of the 
Legal Aid Commission of 
Sri Lanka commenced his 
legal	 career	 as	 a	 Proctor	
of the Supreme Court and 
later he took oaths as an 
Advocate. He has a Master 
of Laws from the Faculty 
of Law, Colombo. He had 
been a visiting lecturer in 
Company Law at the Imperial College, affiliated to 
the	University	of	Wales,	U.	K.	He	had	been	an	active	
member	of	the	Bar	Association	(BASL)	of	Sri	Lanka	
and	has	held	the	post	of	Vice	President	of	the	BASL.

He	 has	 held	 the	 post	 of	 Vice	 President	 of	 the	 Bar	
Association	 of	 Sri	 Lanka-	 Kalutara	 Zone.	 His	
achievement in LAC activities was initiating the 
publication	of	‘Legal	Aid	News	Letter’.	The	first	issue	
was in January 1986. It was a commendable attempt 
at a time when the State Grant was minimal and also 
for the fact that the publication commenced at a time 
prior to computers been introduced to office work. 

He was instrumental in forming the first Human 
Rights	Society	in	the	Sri	Lanka	Law	College.	

During	his	tenure	as	Chairman	of	the	LAC	he	followed	
a	 program	 in	 the	UK	on	Human	Rights	 sponsored	
by	 the	 British	 Council.	 During	 this	 British	 Council	
sponsored	Program	in	the	UK	he	had	visited	the	Legal	
Aid	Board,	Amnesty	International,	Lord	Chancellor’s	
Office,	Citizen’s	Advisory	Bureau,	Article	19,	Crown	
Court etc. 
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While holding office as Chairman of the LAC he 
filed a fundamental rights application in the Supreme 
Court		-	FR			Application	No.	186	/86	pertaining	to	
a	torture	case	by	Police	Officers.	He		appeared	junior	
to		the	late	Nimal	Senanayake	P.C.	and	H.	L	.de	Silva	
P.C.	both	of	whom	had	also	appeared	pro-bono.	The	
Petitioner	was	awarded	compensation	by	the	Supreme	
Court.

As Chairman of the LAC he had conducted programs 
for remand prisoners island-wide to assist them to 
obtain bail in respect of minor offences after the lapse 
of	 three	months	under	 the	Emergency	Regulations	
which	later	became	law	under	the	Release	of	Remand	
Prisoners	Act.	Mr.	Anton	Fernando	was	ably	assisted	
by the administrator Mr. Sarath Wijesinghe in the 
activities of the Commission. 
He	had	been	a	Council	Member	of	Pax	Romana,	an	
International Movement of Catholic Intellectuals.

His	 publications	 ‘A	 Guide	 to	 Human	 Rights	 And	
the	 Humanitarian	 Law’-	 (1990-	 Asia	 Foundation)	
&	 ‘Constitutional	 Guarantees	 for	 Minorities	 are	
Imperative	 For	 Peace’	 -	 (2004)	 and	 "Right	 to	
Religious	Freedom"	reflects	his	keenness	to	share	his	
knowledge with others. These publications are easy 
reading for any layman.

In the recent past he published a synopsis of the Anti 
Corruption Laws written while he was a member of the 
Committee	on	Anti	Corruption	Program	sponsored	
by	the	USAID.

This publication has been translated to English and 
Tamil	by	the	USAID.	

He continues to practice in the law courts of Sri 
Lanka.  

Mr. Ashley Herath 
Chairman - 1989- 1994

The Late Mr. Ashley Herath, the third LAC Chairman 
was a leading criminal lawyer from Gampaha. He  was 
the Chairman of the Commission during
1989-1994. In the latter part of his legal career he 
practiced in Colombo as well.

He passed away in 2005. At the time of his death he 
was	Chairman,	ETF	Board.	Previously	he	had	held	the	
Chairmanship of the National Insurance Corporation 
and	 the	 ETF	 Board	 and	 Development	 Lotteries	
Board. 

He was a Member of the Bar Council for many years 
and was nominated by the Bar Council to the LAC.

H. E. Hemantha Warnakulasuriya 
Chairman LAC 1994-OCT, 1999.

Mr. Hemantha Warnakulasuriya Attorney at Law 
commenced his legal career in 1972 in the law courts, 
Colombo	 concentrating	mainly	 in	 the	Magistrate’s	
Court work.   

Opening of the first outstation LAC Center, March 5th 1994. Chief 
guest the then Chief Justice Hon. G.P.S. de Silva addressing the 
audience. Seated on his right is the then Chairman Mr. Hemantha 
Warnakulasuriya who took the first step in taking Legal Aid 
Commission to the outstations.

As Chairman of the LAC he was responsible for 
taking legal aid to the outstations with funding 
from	 the	 USAID	 -	 Kandy	 (1994)	 Galle	 (1996)	 and	
Anuradhapura(1996)	respectively.		The	State	Grant	at	
that	time	had	been	minimal	-	initially	Rs.250,000.00		
and  later in   1997-1999   the  amount increased to 
Rs.	700,000.00.	

He still remembers with gratitude the cooperation 
extended to him at all times by the then Chief 
Justice	G.P.S.	de	Silva	and	the	latter	had	made	special	
mention	of	USAID	assistance	to	LAC	in	his	speech	at	
the	ceremonial	installation	function	of	Mr.	Daluwatte	
P.	C.	as	President	of	the	Bar	Association	for	the	year	
1995-96.

Since financial constraints was an obstacle to opening 
more centers in the outstations, Mr. Warnakulasuriya 
with	financial	support	from	USAID	and	ably	assisted	by	
the	Administrator	Mr.	K.Neelakandan	and	Members	
of the Commission overcame this problem to a 
certain	 extent	 by	 appointing	Representative	 lawyers	
of	the	LAC	in	Gampaha,	Kegalle	and	Matale	in	1997.

Mr. Warnakulasuriya has an abiding interest in the arts. 
He	was	a	founding	member	of	the	then	‘Ape	Kattiya’	
Drama	Group	which	produced	‘Boarding	Karayo’	and	
‘Thattu	Geval’	and	the	film‘	Samanalayo”.	
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He	 has	 authored	 books	 on	 Food-Production	 &	
Population	 in	 Sri	 Lanka	 ,	 the	 Romanzation	 of	 the	
Sinhala Alphabet , Colloquial Sinhala and also a book 
titled	‘Twenty	Five	Years	after	Maname’.

He was Secretary of the Bar Association of Sri Lanka 
in	 1989	 and	 President	 of	 the	 Magistrate’s	 Courts	
Lawyers’	Association	in	the	years	2001	and	2002.		

He   has appeared pro bono in several cases involving 
deserving women and children who were unable to 
retain lawyers.  

He	 took	 silk	 as	 President’s	 Counsel	 in	 the	 year	
2006.

H.E. Warnakulasuriya is our present day Ambassador 
to Italy.       

Mr.	Kandiah	Neelakandan	
Oct.	1999	–	May	2001

Attorney at law Mr. 
Neelakandan’s	 involve-
ment with the Legal Aid 
Commission has a long 
history. In May 1995 he 
was appointed Hony. 
Administrator of the 
Commission in recognition 
of his capabilities in 
administration coupled 
with his vast knowledge of the practical aspects of 
the law. His able administration is aptly seen in the 
documentation   maintained as administrator of the 
LAC during his tenure 1995-1999.   

It was during his tenure as administrator that the 
centers	were	established	in	Anurdhapura,	Kurunegala	
and Galle with assistance from Asia Foundation. He 
also organized literacy programs including a program 
titled	“Know	Your	Legal	Rights”	in	Trincomalee	and	a	
Legal	Aid	Seminar	at	Kurunegala	on	Provincial	High	
Court	 Appellate	 and	 Revisionary	 Jurisdiction	 and	
functions of JMO in rape and child abuse cases. 

During	this	period	the	LAC	had	a	difficult	time	and	
had to shift its location two times. 

Mr. Neelaknadan was appointed Chairman of the 
LAC in October 1999 succeeding Mr. Hemantha 
Warnakulasuriya and functioned up to May 2001. 

In the year 2000 the Commission under the 
Chairmanship of Mr. Neelakandan established a 
Center at Trincomallee. But due to certain problems 
this center could not function effectively and was re-
established	in	2006	with	ADB	funding.	

In the year 2000 Mr. Neelakandan commenced the 
Bureau	 for	Women	&	 Children	 with	 the	 assistance	
of	 Canadian	 International	 Development	 Agency	
(CIDA).	

Amongst the programs carried out by him, the 
seminar on the new Maintenance Act for the benefit 
of a group of registrars under the auspices of the 
Judges Institute had been extremely useful and 
informative to the registrars.

In May 2001 he relinquished his position as Chairman 
of the LAC but continued to serve as a Member of 
the Commission up to November 2002. 

He is a senior partner of the well known legal firm 
Murugesu and Neelakandan.
Up to date he assists the Commission whenever the 
necessity arises. 

Upali Gooneratne   
Chairman	mid		2001	–	Dec	2004			

Mr.	Gooneratne’s	profile	is	
set out under the profiles 
of  the Members  of the 
Commission.

Mr. Upali Gooneratne

Mr. Leslie  Abeysekera
Director	1997-2003

In  writing the history of the Legal Aid Commission 
the	 service	 rendered	 by	 one-time	 Director	 of	 the	
Commission	(which	position	is	now	Director	General),	
Mr. Leslie Abeysekera  has to be remembered with 
gratitude.

Mr. Abeysekera retired from the judiciary as the High 
Court Judge of Colombo in the year 1995 and joined 
the	LAC	as	its	Executive	Director	in	the	year	1997.	
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He had personally trained the young lawyers of the 
day in carrying out consultations with litigants. 

In 1999-2000 Mr. Abeysekera assisted Mr. 
Neelakandan to commence the Bureau for Women 
&	 Children	 with	 the	 funding	 from	 the	 Canadian	
International	 Development	 Agency	 (CIDA).	 Mr.	
Abeysekera	 as	 Director	 at	 that	 time	 took	 a	 keen	
interest	to	get	the	support	of	the	CIDA.

The LAC has had its silver jubilee celebrations in the 
year 2003. Mr. Abeysekera organized this event.

He built a close rapport with the Asia Foundation, 
the funding agency that sponsored the opening of 
the	 outstation	 centers	 at	 Kandy,	 Anuradhapura,		
Trincomallee	and	Kurunegala.	The	Asia	Foundation	
has commended the  commitment of Mr. Abeysekera 
for his commitment  to the Asia Foundation 
sponsored activities of the LAC.

The	 Prisons	 Project	 was	 launched	 initially	 on	 the	
18th November 2001 during the tenure of Mr. 
Abeysekera	as	Director,	on	Prisoners	Welfare	Day	of	
the	 Prisons	 Department	 and	 continues	 to	 date.	He	
had	personally	conducted	weekly	clinics	at	the	Prisons	
every Wednesday.

Welikade Prison premises where Mr. Abeysekera launched the 
first ever Prison  Project of the LAC In the year 2001 and which 
continues to date.

He established the LAC law library comprising of 
about 1400 books for the use of the legal aid lawyers. 
Ms.	 Dinesha	 de	 Silva	 Wikramanayake	 Assistant	
Representative	of	 the	Asia	Foundation	arranged	for	
the	 purchase	 of	 the	 library	 of	 the	 late	Mr.	M.D.H.	
Jayawardene	MP	and	helped	in	the	establishment	of	

the library. The American Ambassador of that time 
had also contributed a set of very valuable American 
law books.

Mr.	Abeysekera	relinquished	office	as	Director	in	the	
year 2003.

Ceremonial Commencement of a Prisons Program: Participants 
LAC Director General Hon. H.S. Yapa, Ms. Thushari Kumari, L.O. 
and Prison Officials. (The Prisons Project commenced by Mr. Leslie 
Abeysekera continues to date)

Awaress Program for newly recruited Prison Officers by LAC:2007
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The following pages give an insight  to the
LAC organizational structure and
our present day activities and
emphasize the wider role the LAC
currently plays in bringing  legal aid to
deserving persons
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ADMINISTRATION
An efficient administration is a sine qua non for 
the proper functioning of any   organization. The 
Chairman who is also the Administrator is in charge 
of over-all supervision of the Commission.

The Commission sits once a month and sittings are 
covered	by	Secretary	(part	time)	to	the	Commission.

The	Director	General	is	primarily	responsible	for	the	
litigation segment of the LAC.

The	Finance	Division	comprising	the	two	Accountants	
and the support staff carries out all the   finance matters 
under the direct supervision of the Chairman.

The	 implementation	 of	 the	 of	 the	 Developmental	
Legal  Aid  Units  of  the  Commission  is  the 
responsibility of the Legal Officer in charge of each 
Unit	and	the	Program	Officer	for	Programs	for	Public	
Officers. They function under the direct guidance of 
the Chairman/Administrator.

Each	 Center	 is	 in	 charge	 of	 a	 Director	 or	 a	 Legal	
Officer. Where there are more than one legal officer 
the  senior-most lawyer is in charge of such center

The	 Consultant	 is	 available	 to	 all	 Divisions	 and	
Centers for assistance on a full-time basis and to carry 
out special functions delegated by the Commission, 
Chairman / Administrator from time to time. 

The	 Annual	 Reports	 and	 Administrative	 Manual	 is	
prepared / updated by the Consultant.  

CENTERS	AND	STAFF	OF	LAC	
2006 - 2008

  YEAR No of Centers  STAFF

  Lawyer  Non Lawyer Total 
  Strength Strength Strength

2006 33 72 66 138
2007 42 91 76 167
2008 48 78 78 156

Since	the	ADB	funding	for	LAC	Centers	came	to	an	
end	by	August	2008,	 the	number	of	 L.	O’s	 in	 the	
centers  also  got reduced due to the contracts of the 
Legal	Officers	coming	to	an	end.	Some	of	the	L.	O’s	
opted to stay on in the same center or in alternate 
centers.

ESTABLISHMENT	OF	CENTERS

The growth of the LAC in the face of financial 
constraints and lack of infrastructure facilities is 

indeed remarkable. This progress would not have been 
possible if not for the steps taken by the chairmen 
of the past as well as the present Chairman Mr. S.S. 
Wijeratne.

In 1978 with the enactment of the new statute the 
Legal Aid Commission was established with the late 
Mr. E. A. de Silva as its first Chairman. 

Subsequently it is Mr. Hemantha Warnakulasuriya 
as Chairman ably assisted by Mr. Neelakandan, 
Administrator who took the LAC out of Colombo 
to	Kandy	 in	the	year	1994	followed	with	two	more	
Centers in 1996 in Anuradhapura and Galle and in 
1996/97	 in	 Kurunegala.	 Since	 financial	 constraints	
was an obstacle to opening more centers in the 
outstations, Mr. Warnakulasuriya  and Administrator 
Mr.	K.	Neelakandan		and	Members	of	the	Commission	
overcame this problem to a certain extent by 
appointing	 Representative	 lawyers	 of	 the	 LAC	 in	
Gampaha,	Kegalle	and	Matale	in	1997.

These outstation Centers and outstation 
representatives	were	funded	by	the	USAID.

The Year 2003 saw the establishment of further 
Centers	 in	 Amparai,	 Hambanthota,	 Kegalle,	
Moneragla and Nuwaraeliya due to the amalgamation 
of	the	Centers	of	the	Community	Legal	Aid	Project	
(CLAP)	Centers	of	the	Ministry	of	Justice.	By	2003	
Centers	were	found	in	all	the	Provinces.

On	 Mr.	 Wjeratne	 assuming	 office	 in	 December,	
2004 two Centers were established in Vavuniya and 
Chilaw thus making the total number of Centers to 
be	twelve	(12),	Vavuniya	being	the	first	Center	in	the	
Northern	Province.	

On the initiative of present Chairman Mr. Wijeratne 
ably supported by the Commission and support 
staff a golden era dawned for the LAC -twenty one 
(21)	additional	Centers	were	established	 in	 the	year	
2006,	Nine	(9)	Centers	 in	2007	and	Six	(6)	more	
in  2008. 

Thus	by	December	2008	the	LAC	has	48	Centers.	
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19. Ratnapura  2006 01 02
20. Colom Cente  2006 02 01
21. Kalutara  2006 01 02
22. Bandarawela  2006 01 01
23. Welikda Priso  2006 Head Office/L.O's 00
24. Awissawella  2006 02 01
25. Matale  2006 01 01
26. Jaffna  2006 02 02
27. Trinco*  2006 02 02
28. Polonnaruwa  2006 01 01
29. Panadura  2006 01 01
30. Kuliyapitiya   2006 01 02
31. Gampaha  2006 02 01
32. Mahiyangana  2006 01 01
33. Maho  2006 01 01
34. Horana  2007 01 01
35. Attanagalla  2007 01 01
36. Mathugama  2007 01 01
37. Dambulla  2007 01 01
38. Deniyaya  2007 01 01 
39. Mawanella  2007 01 01
40. Marawila  2007 01 01
41. Warakapola  2007 01 01
42. Bambalapitiya  2007 01 01
43. Nugegoda  2008 01 01
44. Welimada  2008 01 01
45. Kanthalai  2008 01 01
46. Thambuthte  2008 01 -
47. Mt. Lavinia   2008 02 01
48. Thissamaharama 2008 01 01

Center Location Year of 
Establishment

Staff Position as at 
September 2007

Lawyers Other Staff

Continued from previous page.....

Total No. of Centers
as at 31.08.08

48

Total Lawyer 
Staff

78

Total Non- 
lawyer Staff

78

Strength of staff as at 31. 09 .2008    -    156

COMMENTS     
•	 The	 Centers	 at	 Amparai,	 Hambanthota,	 Kegalle,	

Moneragala and Nuwaraeliya Centers were the 
Community	Legal	Aid	Programme		(CLAP)	Centers	of	
the Ministry of Justice that were  brought under the 
umbrella	of	the	LAC	on	closure	of	CLAP	in	2003.

•	 The	 centers	 high-lighted	 in	 bold	 has	 been	 funded	 by	
ADB	from	post	tsunami	time	to	August	2008	excepting	
the litigation segment of these Centers.

•	 Trincomalee	Center	was	 first	 established	 in	 1994	with	
Asia foundation funding.

 But later the work came to a halt and re-established in 
the year 2006.

ESTABLISHMENT	OF	CENTERS		&	
STAFF	STRENGTH

STATISICAL		DATA	-	2008

01. Head Office Colombo  15 20
   
Administrator 01             
Director Gen 01                  
Consultant 01                
Secretary 01
(Part time)
Legal Officers  11               
  15

Other  Staff:                           

Executive: 04                     
Non Executive 16             

Executive 
(Non Lawyers)
Program 
Officer  01              
Personal Sec to    
Chairman  01
Accountants    02    
   04

Non Executive Staff:

Management 
Assistants  12
Office Asst. 02
Drivers            02    
                 16 

02. Kandy  1994 02 02
03. Anuradpura  1994 02 02
04. Galle  1994 02 02
05. Kurunegala  1996 02 01 
06. Amparai  2003 01 01
07. Hambantho  2003 02 01
08. Kegalle  2003 02 01
09. Monaragala  2003 01 01
10. Nuwaraeliya  2003 01 01
11. Vavuniya   2005 02 -
12. Chilaw  2005 02 02
13. Akkaraipatt  2006 02 02

14. Balapitiya  2006 02 02
15. Batticaloa  2006 02 01
16. Kalmunai  2006 01 02 
17. Matara  2006 01 02
18. Negombo  2006 01 02

Center Location Year of 
Establishment

Staff Position as at 
September 2007

Lawyers Other Staff

Continued on next page.....
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Opening of Centers

Opening of the LAC Center at Thissamaharama by Hon. Chamal 
Rajapakse, Minister of Irrigation and Water Management and 
Minister of Ports & Aviation on the 13th of October 2008

Opening of the LAC Center at Mahiyangana in November 2006 by 
Hon. Dilan Perera, the then Minister of Justice and present Minister 
of Port Development.

Opening of the Mt. Lavinia Center by Hon. V. Puththirasigamoney, 
Deputy Minister of  Justice and Law Reform on the 4th of September 
2008

 

Infrastructure

Concrete and stone may not be the answer for the   
problems of the LAC.

But it is necessary to have proper places 
for our legal aid centers which cater to lot of women 

and children and where consultations have to be 
held undisturbed and in privacy.

But unfortunately reality is different. 

Most of the Centers 
are in court complexes. Some of the Centers like 

Matugama and Awissawella are 
housed in very small space 

and functions with difficulty. 
In fact Colombo Head Office also functions in an 

office where space is an acute problem.

Some of the Centers 
are in rented premises which the Commission 

can ill afford.
But the silver lining is that 

the Ministry of Justice has taken a keen 
interest in this situation and  constructed new 

buildings in Balapitiya, and
																		Polonnaruwa		and	would	be	taking	steps	
within the course of 2009 to remedy the situation.

Yet undaunted by these setbacks 
the LAC staff continues to work with diligence 

and commitment. 
The statistics of our Litigation and Consultations is 

ample	testimony	of	this	fact!
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No Center Offices/Centers located in Courts 
Premises

Rented Remarks

1 Head Office Yes Permanent Space insufficient
2 Anuradhapura Yes Permanent
3 Kandy Yes Permanent
4 Kurunegala Yes Permanent Space insufficient
5 Galle                 Yes Permanent
6 Amparai Yes Permanent
7 Hambanthota     Yes Permanent
8 Kegalle Yes Permanent
9 Monaragala Yes. Permanent

10 Nuwaraeliya Yes Permanent Sought space in proposed new 
complex

11 Vavuniya Yes Permanent
12 Chilaw Yes Temporary (Courts) New premises completed
13 Akkaraipattu   Yes Permanent
14 Balapitiya         Permanent
15 Batticaloa Yes Permanent
16 Kalmunai Yes Permanent
17 Matara Rented New premises under construction
18 Negombo Rented
19 Ratnapura Yes Space insufficient Courts New building under construction
20 Colombo-Center No Rented
21 Kalutara         Yes Permanent
22 Bandarawela No Rented
23 Welikda Prisons From head office & from 

Prison premises
24 Awissawella Yes Temporary New premises to be constructed
25 Matale Yes Temporary New premises  to be  constructed
26 Jaffna Yes Permanent
27 Trincomallee Yes Permanent
28 Polonnaruwa        Yes Permanent
29 Panadura No Yes Premises in courts under 

construction
30 Kuliyapitiya    Yes Permanent
31 Gampaha Yes Permanent
32 Mahiyangana No Yes
33 Maho Yes Permanent
34 Horana Yes Permanent
35 Attanagalla Yes Permanent
36 Mathugama    Yes Permanent
37 Dambulla      Yes Permanent
38 Deniyaya No Yes
 39 Mawanella No Yes
40 Marawila Yes Permanent
41 Warakapola Yes Permanent

Infrastructure	Position	-	2008
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42 Juvenile Court B’pitiya  Yes Permanent  
43 Nugegoda Yes Permanent But premises needs improvement 
44 Welimada Yes Permanent
45 Kanthalai Yes Permanent
46 Thambuththegama Yes Permanent 
47 Mt. Lavinia Yes Permanent
48  Thissamaharama Yes Permanent

RentedCourtsLocation	of	LAC	CentersIn	Courts	Premises	or	Rented	Premises

Center Category Location Percentage as per 
total No of 

Centers : 48
Centers in Courts 40 83.3%
Centers in 
Rented Premises 08 16.6%

LITIGATION
Litigation is the main thrust of the Legal Aid Commission activities and provides the following services:

•	 Legal	Advise/counseling	-	irrespective	of	the	income	level	of	the	persons	seeking	assistance.

•	 Conducting			legal	and	other	proceedings	and	services	for	and	on	behalf	of	deserving	persons	in	courts	
of	law	and	other	forums	&	such	other	assistance	as	may	be	necessary.	Such	litigation	may	be	classified	
as follows:

Civil Litigation Criminal 
Litigation

Rights    Violations 
Cases

Representation

The services of attorneys at 
law are provided for individuals 
whose monthly income level is 
Rs.6000.00 or less.
This is not a statutory limitation 
but a limitation set by the 
Commission. In this context it is 
the income of the individual that 
is considered and not his/her 
spouse’s /child’s income level.
The Commission has the 
discretion to consider special 
cases where the limitation is 
difficult to apply.
All types of civil cases are 
undertaken inclusive of: money 
recovery, compensation cases in 
accident or medical negligence, 
land, divorce etc.

Assistance in 
criminal matters 
is rendered only 
in bail matters 
mostly where  
a remandee 
has languished 
in jail for more 
than a year.

The Commission 
undertakes rights 
violations cases on 
the same income 
limitation including 
those referred by 
the Human Rights 
Commission.
Additionally as per 
policy decision 
made in August 
2008 rights 
violations cases of 
non-staff category 
of public servants 
too would be 
undertaken.

Representations 
are made 
on behalf of 
deserving clients 
in other forums 
such as the 
Labour Tribunal, 
Attorney 
General’s 
Department, 
Debt Conciliation 
Board, Sri 
Lanka Foreign 
Employment 
Bureau, 
Human Rights 
Commission etc.

tRen ed
Courts

16.6% 
Rented 
Centers 8

83.3%  

Courts Centers 41
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OUTSTATION	CENTERS	:	LITIGATION
Statistics	Based	On	Nature	Of	Cases		Filed	-	JAN	–	JULY	2008

No Nature of Cases Cases Filed 
2006

Cases Filed 
2006

Cases Filed 
Jan-August 

2008
01 Superior Courts/HC cases 71 48  43
02 Bail 181  170  62
03 Maintenance   978 1694       1368
04 S 66/S 81 applications MC matters/criminal 33  06 01
05 Divorce 395 677         486
06 Victims of crime 131  97
07 Accident-Compensation

Motor Traffic
256 128 91

08 Guardianship/custody 17 -  68
09 Labour … 160 326          115
10 Domestic Violence 47 42  59
11 Partition 143 45  19
12 Land 265 305 179
13 Special/Miscellaneous 54 778          317
14 Testamentary/child abuse 141 - -
15 Money 146 487         339
16 Criminal Matters - 57 39
17 Cases re Children - - 97

TOTAL 3018 4763      3379

No of pending  cases brought 
forward from 2007

No cases filed in 2008 No cases concluded
During Jan-July 2008

Number of cases pending 
as at

31.07.08

8000 3038 1330 9708

HEAD	OFFICE	-	LITIGATION	BRANCH

Statistics Based on No of Files Opened -Jan-July 2008

No Nature of files opened 2006 Files 2007Files Jan-Aug 08 
Files

01 Superior Courts/HC cases 345 102 36
02 Bail 138  281 251
03 Maintenance 107 67 43
04 Divorce 62 56 44
05 Accident-Compensation Motor Traffic 76 46 29
06 Labour … 29 31 16
17 Partition       75 - -
18 Land      114 62 33
19 Special/Miscellaneous 67 38
10 Money  22 19
Total No Of files Opened 946       734        509
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Consultations

The consultations our legal staff conduct with the litigants is an integral part of our litigation system. The statistics 
of the number of consultations held for year 2007 and up to August 2008 are given below. 

The consultation numbers could be much more as ad-hoc consultations also take place-specially where the litigants 
are not covered by the legal aid scheme.
The consultations figures include the number of consultations for each case as well. Thus the figures do not reflect 
the first- time consultations only.

On the conclusion of first-time  consultation one of the following follow-up steps would be 
taken: 

01)	 A	decision	to	file	a	case	and	accordingly	the	relevant	file	would	be	opened.

02)	 The	person	would	be	advised	that	no	action	is	possible.	(Rejected)

03)	 Referred	to	other	institutions:	Most	often	with	a	referral	letter	and	a	telephone	call.

04)	 Settle	the	matter	where	the	other	parties	willingly	corporate			for	such	follow	up	action.

Consultations	-	statistics	for	year	2007		&		January	-August	2008

Year No of 
Consultations

Average No of 
consultations per month

2007 27,311 2,276
Jan-Aug 2008 20,143 2,518

DEVELOPMENTAL	LAW		-		LEGAL	AID	DESKS

Prior	to	the	year	2006		the	Legal	Aid	Commission	undertook	only	the	traditional	work	that	the	Commission	
had	been	carrying	out	over	the	years-	litigation,	counseling,	prisons	project	(2001),	apprentices	training	program	
(2003)	and	educational	programs	for	the	Public-Janadiviyata	Neethiya	(2003).

But	in	2006	the	Chairman	of	the	Commission	Mr.	S.S.	Wijeratne	introduced	the	concept	of	Developmental	Legal	
Aid-	Desks	concentrating	on	sectors	of	society	that	needs	special	protection.	Thus	the	LAC	commencing	in	2006	
presently has the following desks:           

Traditional desks

No Name of Desk Officer in Charge

06.01 Prisoners Rights Desk Ms. Thushari Sakunthala Attorney at Law         

06.02 Apprentices Training Program Desk Ms. Damayanthi Disanayake Attorney at Law         

06.03 Bench & Bar Program Desk Ms. Damayanthi Disanayake Attorney at Law         

06.04 Awareness Programs for Public– Janadiviyata 
Neethiya Program

Mr. Reginald Kumarasiri Program Officer
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Recently	Established	Developmental	Legal	Aid	Desks.

No Name of Desk Name of Legal Officer

06.05 Human Rights Bureau Ms. Uma Wijesinghe  -  Attorney at Law         

06.06 Schools Program Desk Ms. Yamuna Kumari  -  Attorney at Law

06.07 Rights of Persons with Disabilities Ms. Kalani Medagoda -  Attorney at Law

06.08 Anti-Corruption Desk Ms. Harshani Balaharuwa  -  Attorney at Law

06.09 Child Rights Desk Ms. Mahesha P de Silva  -  Attorney at Law

06.10 Elders Rights Desk Ms. Piumi Kumari  -  Attorney at Law

06.11 Consumer Protection Desk Ms. Lasanthi Palapathqwela  -  Attorney at Law

06.12 Rights of the IDP’s Ms. Kirija Nimaladevan   -  Attorney at Law

06.13 Protection of Women’s Rights Desk Ms. Priyangika Aththanayake -  Attorney atLaw 

06.14 Civil Documentation Desk Ms. Kalani Medagoda  -  Attorney at Law

06.15 Environmental  Awareness Desk Ms. Mahesha P de Silva  -  Attorney at Law

06.16 Labour Relations Desk Ms. Mahesha P de Silva  -  Attorney at Law

06.17 Prisoners Rights Desk Ms. Thushari Sakunthala & Ms. Uthpala Adhikari- 
Attorneys  at Law

The	desk	(at	06.13)	had	previously	(	1999-200)	functioned	with	financial	support	from	the	CIDA.							
But re- established in 2006.

The	 Developmental	 Legal	 Aid	 Desks	 Programs	 are	
implemented via the head-office and the centers 
island-wide.

The	 activities	 of	 some	 of	 the	 Legal	 Aid	 Desks	 are	
discussed in detail as follows. The statistics of programs 
are given in the chapter titled “ Statistics of Awareness 
Programs,	 Legal	 Clinics	 and	 other	 Programs	 and	
Projects’.

Human	Rights	Bureau	(HRB)–	LAC

Legal Officer in Charge  - Attorney at Law 
Ms. Uma  Wijesinghe 
The	Human	Rights	Bureau	(HRB)	of	the	LAC	was	set	
up to promote fundamental rights litigation for the  
indigent litigants who are unable afford paid counsel 
and also for the cases referred to the LAC by the 
Human	Rights	Commission.

This Bureau initiated by present Chairman Mr. S.S. 
Wijeratne	was	first	headed	by	Mrs.	Shamila	Rassool.	
She	was	succeeded	by	Mr.	Nuwan	Peiris.	
At present this Bureau Head is Ms. Uma Wijesinghe. 

She	 appears	 in	 the	 Supreme	Court	 in	 FR	 cases.	 The	
Chairman   along with Ms. Wijesinghe participate as 
resource persons in human rights programs that are 
conducted by the LAC by invitation from different 
organizations and institutions. 

Additionally she also trained an undergraduate law 
student	from	the	law	faculty	(intern)	in	fundamental	
rights cases and court work.  

Prisoners		Rights	Desk

Legal Officer in Charge- Attorney at Law 
Ms.	Thushari	Sakunthala	&	Ms.	Uthpala	
This	 Project	 was	 initially	 launched	 on	 the	 18th	
November	 2001	 on	 Prisoners	 Welfare	 Day	 of	 the	
Prisons	Department	and	continues	 to	date.	But	 this	
year the program was re-launched on the 22nd of 
March 2008.

Currently extensive work is being carried out with 
financial support from the Equal Access to Justice 
Project	(EA2JP)	of	the	United	Nations	Development	
Project	 (UNDP)	 	 coordinated	 by	 the	 Ministry	 of	
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Development	Legal	aid	Desks	in	
Action…

Director , National Secretariat for Elders discussing with the elders 
their problems at an Awareness Program in Matale for Elders

Kurunegala Legal Aid clinic in action where Police Officers are 
discussing problems of the villagers.

More action by developmental legal aid 
desks…

Opening Ceremony of the Kandy Art exhibition on the theme 
Domestic Violence

Constitutional Affairs and National Integration. The 
Project	has	been	launched	in	the	four	Remand	Prisons	
in	 Borella-	 Weilkada	 Remand	 Prison,	 Colombo	
Remand	Prison	and	Female	Ward.	The	LAC	centers	
island-wide also appear for bail matters of prisoners.

The expectations/objectives of the 
Project:

•	 To	give	a	hearing	to	remandees	who	languish	
in	prison	for	a	long	period	of	time	&	to	make	
them aware of their rights.

•	 To	provide	legal	avenues	for	remandees	to	be	
freed. 

•	 To	 expedite	 the	 conveyance	 of	 the	 Appeal	
Court judgment to the High Court for 
pronouncement where there has been a delay 
for the conveyance of the Appeal Court 
judgment.

•	 To	 interview	 the	 Hon.	 Attorney	 General	
in appropriate cases where the bail has to be 
reduced or where remandee has to be indicted, 
to	 apply	 for	 transfer	 of	 Prisoners	 from	 one	
prison to another whenever necessary.

The program comprise three segments:-

•	 Consultations	with	remandees.
•	 Filing	bail	applications	in	appropriate	cases.
•	 Awareness	 Programs	 for	 the	 remandees	 to	

educate them of their rights.

Ms. Thushari Sakunthala & Ms. Surangani Perera holding 
consultations with prison inmates at the Badulla Prison
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The disabled persons with some of the LAC staff members who 
attended the Legal Clinic and Awareness Program for Persons 
with disabilities  held on Sunday the 8th of July 2007 at the New 
Arts Theatre, Faculy of Arts, Colombo Campus. About 136 disabled 
persons participated.

Some of the Participants at the awareness Program for Persons with 
Disabilities

Apprentices	Training	Program	Desk.

Legal Officer in Charge: Attorney at Law Ms. 
Damayanthi	Dissanayake

It is compulsory for law student apprentices to score 
60	marks	for	the	Practical	Training	Program	to	qualify	
to	take	oaths	as	an	Attorney	at	Law.	Participants	who	
successfully complete the Legal Aid Commission 
Workshops/Programs	are	awarded	15	marks.	The	two	
batches	of	law	students	(2007)	comprising	300	and	
360 students respectively participated in the training 
programs.

The	two		Programs	included	the	following	workshops,	
training sessions, lectures etc:

The procedural steps from start to 
completion of :
•	 A	Civil	case					
•	 A	Criminal	case
•	 Bail	applications	&	writs											
•	 A	Maintenance	case
•	 An	Accident	case	/Civil		case				
•	 A	Land	case
•	 An	FR	Application			
•	 Appeals	from	lower	court	to	higher	court

Other topics:
•	 Professional	ethics.						

•	 Court	visits:	Prior	to	the	Court	Visits	students	are	
given	a	series	of	lectures	re	DC	matters	as	a	group	
activity of about 6 students to a group. The visit 
would be confined to the mornings when courts 
are in session. Subsequently students submit 
reports.

•	 Consultations	 with	 clients	 /	 litigants	 This	 too	
is implemented as   a group  activity. Each such 
group		comprise	15	–	20	students.	The		Head	of		
this	LAC	Desk	also	Participated	with	each	group		
with  assistance   from  LAC Legal  Officers  as  
well.     

•	 Drafting	of	papers	civil/criminal	cases									

•	 Computer	crime	workshop

•	 Credit	Card	Fraud																																									

•	 Research	training

The LAC fee levy for this course per student is 
Rs.250.00	inclusive	of	the	course	material.

Law	Faculty	Intern		Training	Program

This year 2008 a new scheme of legal training 
commenced	 with	 eight	 (9)	 undergraduate	

law faculty students being absorbed to be given 
an	 ‘in	 house	 training’	 during	 their	 vacation.	 Two	
were attached to the Matara Center, one to the 
Anuradhapura	 Center,	 one	 to	 the	 Human	 Rights	
Bureau/LAC,	two	to	the	Prisons	Project	of	the	LAC,	
two to the Litigation Branch of the LAC and one 
intern to assist the legal officer handling the weekly 
Tamil Question and Answer page of Thinekeran 
newspaper. 
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Bench	&	Bar	Program
Legal Officer in Charge: Attorney at Law 
Ms.	Damayanthi	Dissanayake

The	 Bench	 and	 Bar	 Program	 comprises	 two	
continuing legal education programs for the 

judicial officers and the lawyers in collaboration with 
Bar Association of Sri Lank and the Judicial Officers 
of the respective areas.

The	resource	persons	for	the	Bench	and	Bar	Program	
includes	 the	 Chairman,	 	 Director	 	 General	 of	 the	
Commission, Justices of the Supreme Court and 
Appeal	Court,	District	Judges.	Participants	comprised	
of lawyers-both senior and junior lawyers.

The subjects covered include, civil litigation, criminal 
law, new legislative trends, interim injunctions,  
execution of writs pending appeals, role of Attorney 
appearing	 for	 	 victims	 in	 criminal	 cases,	 &	 issues	
arising	 in	 the	 proceedings	 before	 a	 Magistrate’s	
Court and section 66 applications. The Bench and Bar 
Program	 are	 almost	 over	 2	 years	 in	 operation.	 But	
due	to	financial	constraints	the	Program	has	not	been	
implemented in the year 2008.

Janadiviyata			Neethiya	Public			
Awareness	Programs		For	Public		&		
Public		Officials	

Officer	in	Charge:	Mr.	Reginald	Kumarasiri

Public	Officials	who	form	a	very	important	segment	
of our society are also given a sound insight into the 
laws	that	affect	the	Public	Service	as	well	as	laws	that	
affect their day to day life.

These programs form an integral part of the LAC 
work.

•	 The	 Programs	 by	 the	 LAC	 Centers	 conducted	
by	Director	 or	 Legal	Officer	 of	 the	 Center	with	
assistance from Legal Officers of nearby centers 
and or panel lawyers.

•	 Programs	by	the	Developmental	Legal	Aid	Desks	
of the Head Office conducted by Legal Officer 
in	 charge	of	 the	Developmental	 Legal	Aid	Desk	
assisted by other Legal Officers.

•	 Head	Office	Programs	for	Public	Officials	/	Public	
conducted	 by	 Program	 Officer	 Mr.	 Reginald	
Kumarsiri	 under	 the	 direct	 guidance	 of	 the	
Chairman.	 Such	 Programs	 were	 carried	 out	 in	

2005-2006 for Grama Niladharis sponsored by 
the	USAID	and	 implemented	by	Mr.	Kumarasiri	
as program officer.

•	 LAC	 contributing	 resource	 person/persons	
in	 Programs	 Organized	 by	 other	 Ministries	 or	
institutions.

With the ending of the programs for Grama Niladharis 
by the LAC in 2006 these special programs came to 
a temporary halt.

But	 the	UNDP	 -	 EA2JP	 Project	 of	 the	Ministry	 of	
Constitutional Affairs and National Integration 
funded	 	 a	 Training	 Program	 for	 Grama	 Niladharis	
(GN’s)	 on	 Alternate	 Dispute	 Resolution	 and	
Principles	of	Good	Governance.

To	 effectively	 implement	 the	 Programs	 Ms.	 Anne	
Fernando	 of	 the	 Alternate	 Dispute	 Resolution	
Institute was assigned the task by the LAC. 

First		Segment		 :	 The	 program	 trained	 179	 GN’s	
in	 six	 (6)	 D.S.	 divisions	 in	 the	
Amparai	District.

	 	 Rs.	1,001906.01

Second Segment : The program extended to the 
Trincomallee district commencing 
September 2008.

	 	 Rs.	1,001906.01	(approx)

Thus	eventually	the	Program		covered	the	entire	East.

The	importance	of	this	program	for	the	GN’s	is	easily	
understood when the  diverse areas of responsibility 
of	the	GN’s	are	considered.	The	duties	of	GN’s	include	
such matters as bribery, mediation, recovery of State 
Land, traffic accidents, births and deaths, certain 
specified	matters	under	the	Criminal	Procedure	Code	
which fall within the purview of  GN. Moreover the 
legal	status	of	GN’s	as	peace	officers	entitle	them	to	
settle disputes in villages to maintain peace in the 
community.  

a)		 Capacity	building	of	the	GN’s	to	understand	the	
concept of Mediation, develop skills on problem 
solving	 and	 instill	 knowledge	 of	 Principles	 of	
Good Governance.

b)		To	impart	legal	literacy	to	the	GN’s	inclusive	of	all	
laws, rules and regulations that are of importance 
to carry out their day to day duties as well as 
for their personal development and to provide 
guidance to the community on legal aspects.
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c)		 To	improve	awareness	on	the	implementation	of	
Tsunami laws and procedures. 

The	 Training	 Program	 concentrates	 mainly	 on	
training	 on	 Alternative	 Dispute	 Resolution:	 This	
includes training and providing resource material on 
the following items:

•	 Alternative	Dispute	Resolution		Mechanisms																																										

•	 Conflict	and	Conflict	Analysis		

•	 Laws	and	Procedures	relating	to	Mediation	in	Sri	
Lanka    

•	 Mediation	Process

•	 Role	and	Responsibilities	of	Mediators

Since a knowledge of the following laws is important 
to effectively carry out their duties this program had 
a component to impart to them a basic knowledge of 
the following  laws: 

•	 Fundamental	Rights	and	Remedies	

•	 Domestic	Violence	and	Women	Empowerment	

•	 Child	Rights	

•	 Victims	and	Witness	Protection

•	 Consumer	Rights	and	Responsibilities

•	 Bribery	 and	 Corruption	 -	 Transparency	 and	
Accountability

•	 Role	and	Responsibilities	of	GN	and	their	powers	
under different Laws 

To			train	the	GN’	s	in	effectively	carrying	out	their	
responsibilities  practical training component is also 
included in the training program. Thus moots were 
organized	 for	 the	 participant	 GN’s	 to	 inculcate	 in	
them the value of mediation in resolving problems 
that they are confronted with in their day to day 
activities. The moot training aspect is comprised of 
two segments

(1)	 Moot	on	Value	Conflict				

(2)	Mediation	Process	–	Role	Play	

 The evaluation of the participants reveal that the active 
participation in these two segments made it possible 
for	the	GN’s	to	comprehend	the	lessons	earlier	learnt	
in	the	earlier	parts	of	the	Program.	Training	of	Grama	
Niladharis	 (GN’s)	 is	 a	 priority	 requirement	 as	 they		
are  the State Officers who interact with the public at 
grass-root level.    

Tree	Planting	Project	in	School
The inaugural program of this project commenced at 
D.	 S.	 Senanayake	Maha	Vidyalaya,	Colombo	07	on	
01.06.2008

A Student of D. S. Senanayake Vidyalaya planting a mango tree in 
the school garden.

The Chief Guest the Hon. C.R. De Silva, the Attorney General 
and the Guest of Honour Mr. Udaya Gammanpila, Chairman, 
Central Environmental Authority at the Tree Planting Project, D.S. 
Senanayake Maha Vidyalaya, Colombo 07, on 01.06.2008

A	 Legal	 Literacy	 Awareness	 Program	 for	 Public	
Officers conducted by the Warakapola Centre at the 
Alawwa	D.S.	Office	on	11.01.2008.

Participants included officers from the police, the Samurdhi 
Authority, the MOH office, the Provincial Education office and Grama 
Niladhari.
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Migrant	Workers	Rights	Desk

Legal Officer In Charge: 
Attorney	at	Law	Ms.	Lilanthi	Kumari

The	Migrant	Workers	Desk	commenced	in	2006	
and initially the emphasis was on awareness 

programs for migrant worker s and would-be migrant 
workers. In 2006 the programs were conducted   at 
the	 Foreign	 Employment	 Bureau	 (SLFEB)	 Centers	
island-wide. But in the year 2007 the focus was to 
address the public, specially the women in areas where 
migration to the Middle-East was the highest.

Most of the migrant workers to the middle East are 
young women. The Legal Aid Commission taking 
cognizance of their vulnerability and helplessness, 
established a desk in the Commission to deal with 
their legal problems.

Although	 Sri	 Lanka	 is	 a	 ratifying	 Party	 to	 the	 UN	
Convention	on	The	Protection	of	 the	Rights	 of	 all	
Migrant Workers and Members of their Families 
(1990),	most	of	the	receiving	Countries	of	our	migrant	
labor are not signatories to the Convention. In this 
context our migrant labour workers have no legal 
assistance in their countries of employment. These 
programs	 were	 funded	 by	 the	 UNDP	 Equal	 Access	
to	 Justice	Project	of	 the	Ministry	of	Constitutional	
Affairs and National Integration. 

Activity Activity detail
Awareness 
programs

Discussed above

Counseling for 
Migrant Workers

Counseling may be at the end of an 
awareness program or when the migrant 
worker call at our office with their problems 
or even on a question made to any of 
our Legal Aid Pages in one of the three 
newspapers or by means of questions 
put to our legal officers in TV or Radio 
Programs.        

Court cases 
(litigations)

The LAC has appeared in a number of 
Court cases and obtained relief for them.

Coordinating with 
the  SLFEB

The Migrant Workers Rights Labour Desk 
has a continuous dialogue with the SLFEB 
to resolve the problems of the migrant 
worker personnel who call over at the 
LAC with their problems and also to seek 
the assistance of the SLFEB whenever 
necessary in court cases

TV Programs and 
Q / A  Pages in the 
newspapers

The head of the Migrant Workers Right 
Desk has participated in more than 15 TV 
programs conducted by  the TV Channels 
Sirasa,  Swarnavahini and Derana 
respectively.
This desk was also responsible for 
answering the question relating to this 
subject in the Question / Answer pages of 
the newspapers

Civil		Documentation	Desk
Legal Officer in Charge
Attorney	at	Law	Ms.	Kalani	Medagoda
 

A new concept introduced in the year 2007 is to 
assist people to get their civil documentation.

This originated via the Q/A pages. 

In	2008	(	this	year)	the	assistance	for	obtaining	civil	
documents such as National Identity Cards, Birth 
Certificates,	Passports	etc	has	been	streamlined	with	
a	 separate	 desk	 being	 established	 with	 Ms.	 Kalani	
Medagoda as  Legal Officer in charge.
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MISCELLANEOUS
•	 Media		
•	 Research	&	Publications
•	 Dual	Service

•	 Media		-	Newspapers	&	TV	&	Radio.
Media has two important roles to play:

(i)		As	 an	 important	 LAC	 strategy	 to	 raise	 the	
awareness of society to the free legal aid system- 
Publicity.

(ii)	As	 an	 educational	 medium	 to	 raise	 the	 legal	
awareness of the people.

Newspapers
Question	&	Answer	Pages	 (Q	&	A)	 in	Daily	News,	
Thinakaran and Lankadeepa

Name of 
newspaper

Legal Officer Assistant

Daily News: Ms Kalani  
Medagoda

Ms. Zeeniya Ousmand /  
Secretary  to Chairman

Lankadeepa: Ms. Harshani 
Balaharuwa

Ms. B A L akmini 
Dharmadasa
Management Assistant

Thinakaran Ms. Kirija 
Nimaladevan

Ms. Balakrishna Inthuka
Management Assistant 
(Accounts)

All the  Q /A pages in the three news papers has been 
highly commended for the wealth of legal and related 
questions that are being answered.  

The	statistical-data	for	year	2007	for	the	Q	&	A	pages	
are  as follows:

Name of  
Paper

Language Days No of Pages 
for year

Daily News English Every Friday About 46 
days/pages

Lankadeepa Sinhala Neethiye 
Sarana

Every other 
Tuesday

24 days/24 
pages

Thinakaran Tamil Every 
Wednesday

45 days /45 
pages

Television		&	Radio	Programs
•	 Television	exposure
 Members of the Litigation division of the LAC 

participated in TV programs organized by the 
three TV channels  where they explained legal 
provisions relating to various aspects of the law as 
well as answered live telephone queries made by 
the public.

During	period	Jan	2008	to	August	2008

Channel 2007 
No of Programs

Jan - Aug 2008 
No of Programs

Sirasa  31 16
Swarnawahini  09 08
Derana  04 21
MTV  01 -

Additionally there were radio interviews as well

•	 Research	&	Publications	

Two remarkable research works were carried out in 
2007.

Research:
(a)	 Report	on	Legal	Position	of	Tsunami		Affected	

Children in Sri Lanka

This 70 page document was a research document 
of	 five	 lawyers	 funded	by	 the	 IDLO.	The	 report	 is	 a	
situation analysis relating to the status of tsunami 
affected children. The report was submitted to the 
Secretary	of	the	Ministry	of	Child	Development	and	
Women Empowerment.

(b)	 Report	on	Children	in	Institutional	Care	

Ms. Nishadini Guneratne LLB, Attorney at law, the 
then	Senior	Research	Officer	of	the	LAC	carried	out	
this research.

This  research paper discusses  the following aspects:

(i)	 International	framework	and	national	legislation	
relevant to juvenile justice and protection of 
children.

(ii)	 Institutions	involved	in	the	provision	of	care.

(iii)	The	 main	 State	 authorities	 responsible	 for	 the	
supervision of institutions that provide child 
care.

(iv)	 Evaluation	analysis	of	significant	parameters	that	
contribute to effective child care provision and 
reintegration.

(v)	 Recommendations	 for	 enhancement	 of	
effectiveness of systems and services for care-
provision.
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(c)	 Research	Project	in	2008	-	Report	on	the	Survey	
on	Sexual	Harassment	in	Public	Transport	

This	survey	was	carried	out	by	Mr.	Reginals	Kumarasiri,	
Programme	Officer	of	the	Legal	Aid	Commission	in	
2007-2008. 

The survey revealed that 43% of women traveling in 
public transport have to face sexual harassment of 
varying	degrees.	A	book	authored	by	Mr.	Kumarasir	
on this survey was launched to the public on the 25th 
of	 November	 2008	 on	 the	 International	 Day	 for	
Elimination of Violence Against Women.  

Publications:

The following booklets and  leaflets   have been 
published by the LAC  for distribution at Awareness 
Programs	 and	 also	 for	 distribution	 amongst	 school	
children.           

Elders	Protection	laws													
Prescription	laws																								
Domestic	Violence	laws								

Special laws on Tsunami   
Consumer	Protection	laws			
Human	Rights	of	the	Family						
Environmental laws   
 

The	Daily	News	Q	&	A	 Pages	 and	 The	 Lankadeepa	 
Q	&	A	pages	were	collated	and	published	as	two	books	
which were launched on 25th November 2008.

•	 Dual	Service
The LAC carries out a dual service. While catering 
to the legal needs of deserving persons the LAC also 
trains young lawyers in litigation, media and publicity, 
public speaking etc. The LAC is indeed happy and 
proud	 to	 count	 amongst	 President’s	 Counsel	 and	
lawyers both in the official Bar and the unofficial 
Bar and some other institutions, legal officers who 
had previously worked for the Commission  as staff 
lawyers and as panel lawyers of the LAC.

Additionally an in-house training is given to legal 
apprentices as well as for law students during their 
university vacations.

To LAC Legal Officers Ms. Kalani Medagoda and Ms. Uthpala Adhikari pinning "White Ribbons" on media personnel who attended the press 
conferance on 25th November 2008. (The White Ribbon Project was to recognized the "International day for violence against women") 
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Our partners in our progress 
over the years…….

Funding from many sources, mainly the
GOSL has made it possible to make

this journey of giving
legal aid to deserving

persons in
Sri Lanka 
a reality
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•	 Government	of	Sri	Lanka	(GOSL) 
 Consolidated Fund

A study of the history of the LAC reveals the dificulties 
the LAC had to face  to carry out its activities including 
its main activity of litigation: mainly the  financial 
constraints. The funding agencies support also is not 
permanent and it is imperative that the GOSL grant is 
enhanced for the LAC to carry out its responsibilities 
without dependance on other donors. 

The State Grant in the late nineties had been  
Rs.250,000.00	and	later	in	1997-1999		the		amount	
increased	to	Rs.	700,000.00

Over the years the GOSL grant increased annually.
The financial allocation from GOSL for years 2007-
2008 is tabulated as follows:

Year Capital 
Million
Excluding 
capital for 
buildings

Recur-
rent
Mn

Capital/ 
Utilized by 
the MOJ 
for new 
buildings
 for the 
LAC-Million

Buildings 
construction 
position

Remarks

2007

2008

4.14

5.7

38.70

40+10= 
50

20

20

(1)
Balapitiya

(2)
Polonnaruwa

(3)
Chilaw

(4)
Panadura 
(conversion 
of an existing 
room in court 
house). 

(1)
Thissamaha-
rama

(2)
Baddegama

(3)
Mt. Lavinia
(Conversion of 
room of court 
house)

(1) 
Construction
completed.

(2)
Construction
completed

(3)
Construction
completed

(4)
Refurbish-
ment of 
room in 
court house/
ongoing

(1)
Completed/
center
opened

(2) 
Construction
on-going

(3) 
Completed.  

The LAC faced a major problem with having to close 
the	 11	 tsunami	centers	as	 the	contract	with	ADB	to	
fund the 11 centers in the tsunami affected areas 
ended in August 2008. But on the intervention of 

His	Excellency	the	President	the	LAC	has	received	a	
sum	of	Rs.10	million	from	the	Treasury	to	continue	
to	 operate	 the	 eleven	 (11)	 centers	 located	 in	 the	
tsunami affected areas.

•	 Asia Foundation
The Asia Foundation gave financial support 
to the LAC from 1994 - September 2001.

The fact that the outstations were not covered 
properly for free legal aid was a serious set back 

for the LAC since its establishment in 1978. Many 
appeals to the government had been unheeded and 
in 1994 the Asia Foundation agreed to fund the 
establishment	 of	 Centers	 in	 Kandy,	 Anuradhapura,	
Galle and Trincomalee. This was followed in 1996/97 
by	the	opening	of	a	Center	in	Kurunegala	with	Asia	
foundation funding. The opening of these Centers 
had been a boon to the indigent litigants of these 
areas.

With the objective of taking legal aid to more people 
the Asia Foundation funded the appointment of 
Representatives	 to	handle	 legal	aid	 in	 the	distrcis	of	
Gampaha, Negombo, Amparai, Badulla/Moneragala, 
Colombo	 (Mount	 Lavinia,	 Moratuwa,	 Panadura)	
Awissawella/Homagama,	 Kegalle,	 Batticaloa	 and	
Matale. 

The Asia foundation helped the LAC to tide over 
a difficult time when government funding was 
minimal.

•	 Canadian	 International	 Development	
Agency	(CIDA)

The LAC in the year 1999 established the Bureau for 
Women	 and	 Children	with	 assistance	 of	 the	 CIDA.	
The	funding	for	this	Bureau	from	CIDA	was	initially	
for 1999-2001 and later extended the grant period 
to the end of 2002 for the balance of the funding 
money to be operative.

This funding was required to handle the ever 
increasing	number	of	cases	of	women	(with	children	
in	most	 instances)	 who	 came	 to	 LAC	 seeking	 help	
and sometimes counseling and assistance.

During	 this	 period	 the	 National	 Committee	 on	
Women	(NCW)	of	the	Ministry	of	Women’s	Affairs	



39

built a close relationship with the LAC by providing 
redress to a significant number of women and children 
who had approached the NCW who were in need of 
judicial intervention.

The	 CIDA	 funding	 with	 the	 funding	 from	 Asia	
Foundation discussed hitherto kept the LAC activities 
alive during these years when the State Grant was 
insufficient for the LAC activities.

•	 Asian	Development	Bank	(ADB)

The tsunami that shook the world on the 26th of 
December	2004	hit	Sri	Lanka	amongst	many	other	
countries in Asia. The sea belt in Southern, Eastern and 
some areas in the Western and Northern provinces 
were devastated beyond belief. The devastation that 
occurred due to the tsunami is now recorded world 
history.

It	is	the	Asian	Development	Bank	that	came	forward	
with an activity plan to address the legal issues that 
arose due to the tsunami.

The	ADB	fund	assisted	the	setting	up	of	LAC	centers	
in the tsunami-affected areas while strengthening 
some of the existing LAC center in these areas. 

The funding was for a three-year period ending 
August 2008.
The funding did not cover litigation unless such 
litigation was a direct result of a tsunami matter.

Each Center had a staff of three lawyers: Coordinator, 
Legal Officer and Bribery Sentinel. The support staff 
included a management assistant and an office 
assistant. 

The staff was recruited for a three year period. The 
funds for the staff of all the 11 Centers, for the 
programs and work-shops carried out by the Centers, 
other incidental expenses, administrative and financial 
management costs of the Head Office were all borne 
by	the	ADB.	

The staff of these centers assisted the people to get 
their civil documentation lost during the tsunami, 
legal literacy in how to handle their problems and 
also by interventions with relevant State and other 
institutions to assist them to solve their problems 
etc.

ADB	 sponsored	 the	 centers	 at	 Colombo,	 Kalutara,	
Balapitiya, Galle, Matara, Hambanthota, Trincomallee, 
Akkaraipattu,	Batticaloa,	Kalmunai	and	Jaffna.

The LAC and those in the tsunami affected areas are 
grateful	 to	 the	 ADB	 for	 the	 strength	 and	 support	
given during a time for a very vulnerable group of 
our population.

•	 United	States	Agency	for	International	
Aid		(USAID)	

This Agency also has assisted the LAC to improve and 
enhance its activities island-wide.

A practical problem faced by the LAC was that in the 
outstations the public were not aware of the locations 
of the offices of the LAC. With funding from the 
USAID,	 hoardings	were	 put	 up	 in	 towns	where	our	
Centers are located.

Since the LAC lawyers are unable to handle the ever 
increasing litigation it has to seek the assistance of 
panel-lawyers island-wide on the payment of an 
honorarium.	Most	lawyers	are	juniors	and	with	USAID	
funding the LAC was able to give a good training to 
lawyers both in Colombo and the outstations.

Training of Grama Niladharis was another eventful 
activity of the LAC.  

Grama Niladhari are the grass-root level State Officer 
whom the public mostly interact with. 

Legal literacy for them is a dire necessity. Thus 
state Officers including mostly Grama Niladharis 
were	 trained	 with	 USAID	 assistance	 which	 program	
concluded	in	2006.	This	was	under	the	Project	titled	
Janadiviyata  Neethiya.

The	 next	 important	 segment	 that	 USAID	 Grant	
catered	was	to	give	assistance	to	the	Prisons’	Project-	
2005-2006.

Moreover after the aftermath of the tsunami the 
USAID	made	available	 funding	 to	 the	LAC	 	 for	 the		
civil documentation program launched by the LAC 
for tsunami victims who had lost their documents in 
the tsunami.

The project concluded in mid 2006.
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•	 United	Nations	Development	Project	
(UNDP)	funded	Equal	Access	to	Justice	
Project	(EA2JP)	in	coordination	with	
the Ministry of Constitutional Affairs 
and National Integration 

The	 program	 financed	 by	 the	 EA2JP	 was	 launched	
in	October	2005	and	is	still	proceeding.	The	Project	
initially in 2005 provided fixed assets to the value of 
Rs.	1,837,045.00	

The	 EAZJP	 Funds	 were	 also	 utilized	 for	 awareness	
programs by the different developmental legal aid 
desks	 including	 migrant	 workers,	 women’s	 rights,	
school	children’s	program,	elder’s	rights,	and	disabled	
persons rights.

These awareness programs were greatly beneficial to 
the people of the outstations whose legal literacy was 
minimal.

The effect of these programs was the people covered 
by these desks increasingly came forward seeking 
assistance from the LAC in litigation matters as well 
as seeking intervention of the LAC on their behalf to 
State and other Institutions.  

In	 2008	 the	 UNDP/EA2JP	 funds	 the	 ongoing	
extensive	LAC	Prisons	Project	which	is	discussed	under	
the	Prisons’	Project.	In	2008	the	Prisons	Project	of	
LAC	received	funding	amounting	to	Rs.	442,288.40	
from	the	EA2J	Project	of	the	UNDP	and	Ministry	of	
CA	&NI.												.

Additionally	 the	 EA2JP	 also	 funded	 the	 2008	
Program	 for	 training	 of	 Grama	 Niladharis	 in	 the	
Amparai	 and	 Trincomallee	 Districts.	 The	 details	 of	
this project is  discussed under the heading Janadiviya 
Neethiya-Programs	for	public	and	public	officials.	

The cordial and good work relationship  that the 
LAC has with Ms. M.S. Wickramasinghe, Secretary of 
the Ministry of Constitutional Affairs and National 
Integration	who	is	also	the	National	Project	Director	
of	the	EA2JP,	Ms.	Shermila	Perera,	National	Project	
Coordinator	 of	 EA2JP	 and	 the	 supporting	 staff	 of	
EA2JP	has	 lead	to	the	success	of	 the	two	Programs	
launched	 by	 LAC	 with	 EA2JP.	 The	 assistance	 and	
cooperation of  the project coordinator Ms. Shermila 

Perera,	 former	 	 Coordinator,	 Ms.	 Viveka	 de	 Silva	
Siriwardene	 	 and	 other	 staff	 of	 the	 EA2JP	 always	
extended their fullest support for the program . 

•	 Telecom/Mobitel	

Telecom/Mobitel sponsored the activity of the 
schools program desk for the year 2007 of an island-
wide essay competition conducted in coordination 
with the Ministry of Education.

The competition was on the topic Law and Eradication 
of	Harmful	Drugs.	

This	 Program	 was	 fully	 sponsored	 by	 Telecom	 –	
Mobitel	 by	 donating	 a	 sum	 of	 Rs.1,000,000.00	
to LAC and  implemented for the  children of the 
Advanced Level Classes in the Sinhala, English and 
Tamil media.

The awards ceremony was held on the 16th of 
November 2007 at the Central Bank Auditorium, 
Rajagiriya.	The	chief	guest	 for	 the	occasion	was	 the	
Hon. Minister of Education and the guest of honour 
was	the	Chairman	of	Telecom	(Sponsor).

Award winners with their parents from all parts of 
the island attended the ceremony. Simultaneously 
the awards for an Art Competition organized by the 
LAC for school children were also given at the same 
ceremony.

•	 International	 Development	 Law	
Organization	(IDLO)	

The LAC is statutorily mandated to carry out research 
under	section	4	(g)	of	the	Legal	Aid	Law	No.	27	of	
1978.

In	2007,	 the	LAC	with	Rs.	 3,300,000.00	 funding	
from	 the	 IDLO	 carried	 out	 a	 Research	 Project	 on	
the status of tsunami affected children. This 70 page 
document research was carried out by a team of five 
lawyers.

The report is a situation analysis relating to the status 
of tsunami affected children. 

The report was submitted to the Secretary of the 
Ministry	 of	 Child	 Development	 and	 Women	
Empowerment.



41

•	 PEOPLE’S	BANK	

Coordinators	–		 a)	 Legal	 Officer	 Ms.	 Mahesha	 de	
Silva,	Head	of	Child	Rights	Desk	

																									 b)	 Legal	Officer	Ms.	Piumi	Kumari,	
Head	of	Elders	Program

The	 LAC	 and	 the	 People’s	 Bank	 launched	 a	 dual	
program island-wide this year for school children 
and	elders.	The	financial	contribution	by	the	People’s	
Bank	for	this	Project	is	a	sum	of	Rs.	500,000.00.

a)	The	Schools	Program:

The Schools program  is titled in Sinhala as Neethiya  
Pilibandawa	 Pasal	 Sisun	 Danuwath	 Kirime	 Sisu	
Udana	 	 Sammanthranaya	 (Conference	 for	 school	
children on legal awareness inclusive of  the duties 
and	responsibilities	of	children).	Along	with	the	LAC	
program	the	Peoples’	Bank	officials	also	address	 the	
children on the saving/banking habits.

The LAC has gone a step further and is implementing  
a tree planting segment also in the schools. In each 
school ten trees are planted and each plant has a 
caretaker school child assigned to look after the tree. 

b)	The	Elders	program	

The elders program is implemented for elders in the 
same areas as the schools that  are  covered by this 
Project.	In	the	elders	Programs	the	resource	persons	
discuss their rights and other legal issues and during 
the question answer segment of the program valuable 
advice is given to them to sort out and resolve their 
problems.

The LAC is thankful to  the cooperation extended 
by	 the	 People’s	 Bank	 in	 educating	 our	 leaders	 of	
tomorrow in legal matters and relevant issues as well 
as for the elders who have contributed much to their 
families and society and who are a forgotten lot in 
society today.

•	 CONTRIBUTORS	TO	MANAME	
ACCOUNT

The LAC raised money for its activities last year 
by staging Maname. In addition to the money 
received by sale of tickets many contributions were 

received from well wishers. It was noteworthy that 
several	 President’s	Counsel	 as	well	 as	 senior	 lawyers	
contributed generously. Bank of Ceylon Hultsdorf 
was also a contributor.

The Legal Aid Commission is extremely greatful to 
the funding agencies for their co-participation in 
LAC activities over the years. 

These funding agencies helped the Commission to tide 
over dificult times during an era where State funding 
was minimal. Even at present with the increase in 
the number of centers more finances are necessary 
to cover the cost of running the additional centers 
established within the last two years. 

At present the LAC has 48 Centers. The map of Sri 
Lanka with the LAC centers indicate that more centers 
have to be established in the North and the East.

The Northern province centers are at Jaffna and 
Vavuniya respectively. Establishment of new centers 
in the North will have to be delayed until normalcy 
is restored in the North. But establishment of more 
centers in the East is a priority requirement and for 
this funding is necessary. 

•	 FUND	ADMINISTRATOR	LAC	
FINANCE	DIVISION

The Fund of the LAC which comprise all the above 
accounts  is   administered by the Finance Section ably 
headed Senior Accountant Ms. V. Senaratne and her 
team	of	officials	 including	Accountant	Ms.	Duleeka	
Senani	and	four	Management	Assistants	(Accounts),	
under the guidance of the Chairman and Members of 
the Commission.

As an when funding is received from donors, the 
finance division of the LAC has to administer such 
funds also. As per the Legal Aid Commission Law of 
1975 the funds received from donors also form part 
of the Legal Aid Commission Fund. 

The Auditor General audits the LAC accounts every 
year. The LAC has to forward a copy of the annual 
administration report and a copy of the audit report to 
the	Ministry	of	Justice	and	Law	Reforms	which	in	turn	
forwards	these	reports	to	be	tabled	in	Parliament.	
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Some pictures to show the LAC activities island-wide  implemented with LAC and 
doner funding......

Inter-School Drama Competition - Celebration of 30 years of Legal 
Aid Commission activities. 

Tree Planting Project in action - School children ably supported by 
LAC Director General, Hon. Hector S. Yapa.

Another drama in action with a message for all. 

Interested and keen audience watching the Inter School Drama 
Competition - Southern Province. The Drama themes were based on 
Social & Legal issues and to instil the saving habit in children.
Partly funded by People's Bank.

School children and teachers keenly following a drama staged by 
students enacting a Legal-Social issue. All dramas staged at the 
Southern Province Inter-School Drama Competition had instructive 
lessons for adults and children. 
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SOME	INTERESTING	COURT

CASES….

The following pages unfold a few of the court cases handled by the 

Legal Aid Commission………...
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As the LAC court statistics reveal the 
court cases are too many to report in 
detail. But a few cases are highlighted to 
give a humane-face to this report. 

A case from the Horana Center Legal 
Officer		-	Ms.	Surangani	Perera

Horana Center is housed in the court premises 
which is a comparatively new building located 

in scenic surroundings. 

The judge had entered the decree absolute and 
granted a divorce to a woman client who had filed 
action for divorce but not filed answer. In the absence 
of any representations on her behalf the judge had 
granted the divorce. The judge had ordered the 
defendant	–husband	to	pay	her	Rs.	300,000.00	to	
this woman. Her ex-husband is an employee of the 
Sri Lanka Army.

She had come to know that her ex-husband had 
no assets from which she could recover the ordered 
Rs.300,000.00.	 She	 had	 visited	 several	 NGO’s	
seeking assistance to recover this money but without 
success.

Subsequently she had come to the Horana LAC 
Center.

The LAC appeared on her behalf and filed a civil case 
under	section	624	(A)	of	the	Civil	Procedure	Code	
read together with the Maintenance Ordinance.
In	 court,	 the	 ex-husband	 had	 agreed	 to	 pay	 Rs.	
50,000.00 as first payment and pay the balance in 
Rs.5000.00	installments.	The	judge	had	entered	the	
order	 in	 such	 terms.	 The	 Rs.	 50,000.00	 had	 been	
paid and the balance money is now been paid in  
Rd.	5000.00	installments.

Thus a woman harassed by circumstances of not having 
funds to retain counsel finally had a satisfactory end 
to her tale of woe subsequent to her coming to the 
LAC	Center,	Horana!

A	Case	from	Kandy	–	Legal	Officer	
Chaminda Sampath Hewawasam 

This case relates how a poor family who had slaved 
for another  family all their lives was prevented from 
been thrown out to the streets by the intervention of 
the	Kandy	Center.

The members of the poor family in question had served 
a	family	of	means	(walauwa	-	aristocratic	manor)	for	
a considerable length of time.  The employer family 
had allowed the poor servant - family to live at a plot 
at the edge of their property on the assurance that the 
plot of land would be gifted to them eventually. After 
some time the servant family had with difficulty put 
up a house on the plot assigned to them. This family 
had  two children who were sent to school and the 
elder	child	had	got	through	his	O’	Level	exam	quite	
well.

Apparently after the exam results were out the attitude 
of the employer family had changed considerably 
and wanted the children to be sent to their home for 
house work. 

They had taken several measures to drive away the 
family by threatening them and also by getting a letter 
forcibly from them that they would leave the house 
and	premises	on	the	payment	of		Rs.	30,000.00	by	
the employer family.

This poor destitute family had at this stage come 
seeking	help	to	the	Kandy	Center.

On the advice of the Center lawyer they had made a 
complaint	to	the	Menikhinna	Police.	But	this	had	not	
brought any redress. 

Eventually	 a	 section	 66	 application	 (petition	 and	
affidavit)	had	been	filed	 in	the	Primary	Court.	 	The	
LAC lawyer had been able to show to Court that 
there had been a breach of the peace. Eventually the 
complainant	 and	 their	 employer	 (defendant)	 had	
come to a settlement. Apparently the party had not 
wanted to face any humiliation in Court and it had 
transpired that they had never imagined that these 
poor	people	would	seek	redress	in	court!

The party had eventually transferred the premises to 
the complainant party.

This fact was then informed to court and the judge 
had at that stage terminated the case. Both parties had 
called over at the LAC office and thanked the Legal 
Officer.

It was indeed a happy ending especially as the two 
parties appear not to have any discord between 
them.
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Two Cases from the Juvenile Court 
Center of the LAC concerning children

Legal Officer of Juvenile Court Center: 
Ms. Sajeevani Abeykoon 

The first case revolves round a girl child whose life 
unfolds a tale of misery.

This story revolves round a girl who had been 
sexually abused from the age of 14 years by a 

divisional secretary friend of her step-father who was 
a principal of a school and a liquor addict. Eventually 
her mother had given her over to a home. But the 
divisional secretary had continued to visit her on the 
pretext that she was  his  sister.

Eventually he had taken her to his home. By this 
time she was about 16 years of age. She had on 
two occasions got conceived by him. But on both 
occasions he had got the pregnancies  aborted. He 
had informed his neighbours   that she was his sister 
who had got married on her own and now come back 
to him. By this time the girl had again conceived a 
child by this man. This time she had not allowed him 
to abort the child. She had been admitted to   hospital 
for the delivery under a fictitious name   and on the 
pretext that she was his sister. 

By this time   this man   was taking steps to  get her 
married off but wanted to keep the child with him.
Then she had explained to the man to whom she was 
proposed her whole history and he had been prepared 
to go ahead with the marriage and also look after this 
child.	 But	 the	man	 (child’s	 father)	 had	 not	wanted	
to give  the child to her and had thrown her out of 
his home. On a police  complaint made by her the 
Police	had	given	custody	of	the	child		to		the	mother	
of the child and allowed access to the father only on 
Saturdays.

The	step	father	(the	man	she	married	)	had	been	kind	
to this child in dispute and did not treat this child 
different to his own child born on his union with the 
woman.

The child had subsequently been warded at the 
Lady	Ridgeway	 hospital	 for	 a	 skin	 disease	 	 and	 	 his	
biological	father	(	the	one	who	had	abused	the	child’s	
mother	from	the	age	of	15	years)	had	taken	away	the	
child from the hospital unknown to the mother of 
the child.

Then the latter had complained to the Children and 
Women’s	 Bureau	 and	 a	 case	 had	 been	 filed	 in	 the	
Juvenile	Magistrate’s	Court.	

The Legal Officer from the LAC had made 
representations	on	behalf	of	 this	child’s	mother	 	 to	
the Magistrate and the judge had granted custody to 
the mother while giving access to the father only on  
Saturdays between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.

So ended the unhappy life story of   this woman 
who had suffered during her life  time which was to 
continue	to	the	second	generation	–that	is	affecting	
her child as well.

In a number of cases too numerous to detail out the 
LAC Center has been able to get custody restored to 
the correct parent taking into consideration the best 
interest of the child. 

Two	cases	from	the	Prisons	Project

Legal Officer-Ms. Thushari Sakunthala

First		Case	from	the	Prisons	Project

Prison	remandee	X	got	bail	from	the	High	Court	of	
Colombo on a day this year. 
The bail condition was the payment of 
Rs.25,000.00	
After the first consultation with the remandee the 
LAC	 lawyer	had	kept	 in	 touch	with	 the	 remandee’s	
wife.-a pathetically poor woman. She had anyhow 
collected	this	Rs.	25,000.00.	

On the date of the case the wife had paid the 
Rs.25,000.00	to	bail	out	her	remandee	spouse.

Though he should have been released immediately 
the	 Prison	 officials	 had	 declined	 to	 release	 him	 on	
the basis that there were other cases pending against 
him.

But Ms. Thushari had contacted the Commissioner 
General,	Prisons(CGP),	on	her	mobile	and	explained	
to him that he should be released as there were no 
other cases against him.

Ms. Thushari had given the B report number of the 
remandee	and	informed	the	CG/P	that	this	particular	
case where he had been enlarged on bail was the one 
and only case against the remandee.
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The	CG/P	had	re-contacted	Ms.	Thushari	after	seeking	
confirmation of the facts and informed her that her 
position was correct and that the remandee had no 
other cases pending against him. 

The	 Prisons	 officials	 in	 the	meantime	 were	 getting	
ready to take back the remandee in the vehicle which 
transports remandees to the prison. In the nick of time 
she had informed the prison officials the information 
given	by	the	CG/P.	

The remandee who was in the cell all this time was 
then freed after the officials also got confirmation 
from	the	CG/P.

If timely action was not taken by our Legal Officer 
Ms.	 Thushari,	 Panel	 lawyer	Ms.	 Jagodarachchi	 ,	 the	
remandee would have gone back to jail and languished 
there awaiting non existing pending cases being taken 
up!	He	may	have	become	another	Jamis.
One	has	 to	 give	 credit	 to	 the	 remandee’s	wife	who	
fought against all odds to get her husband released.
	The	Commissioner	General	of	Prisons	too	has	to	be	
commended for being available at all times to the 
Prison’s	Project	EA2JP	of	the	LAC.
According to the two lawyers the happiness of the 
family when the remandee was released had been a 
highly emotional one.

Second	Case	from	the	Prisons	Project

Convicted	prisoner	‘Y’	was	serving	his	sentence	at	the	
Padukka-		Wataraka	Prison.	His	wife	had	to	undergo	
a kidney transplant. But unfortunately he could not 
be of any help to her as he had five months more of 
his sentence to serve prior to his release.  
The LAC got an appeal letter seeking assistance in this 
case.	This	was	referred	to	The	Prisons’	Project.

Legal Officer Ms. Thushari Sakunthal;a had 
immediately contacted the Assistant Superintend  of 
Prisons	at	Padukka	-	Wataraka	Mr.	Namal	Bandara.	
The latter had carried out a verification of the facts of 
the matter with the assistance of the police and the 
medical doctors and found that the facts were true. 
He had then taken the prisoner to visit his sick wife 
at Borella.

Then subsequent steps were taken to commute his 
sentence and he was released five months before his 
prison sentence. Thus he was able to go home to his 
sick wife.

This release would not have been possible but for 
the initiative taken by the legal Officer of the LAC/
Prisons	project	and	also	the	active	role	played	by	the	
Superintendent	 of	 Prisons	 of	 Padukka	 –	Wataraka,	
the police and the medical doctors.

A few of the applications made to the 
Supreme	Court	–

(a)	 SCFR	 327/2007	Counsel	 for	 the	 LAC	
Ms.	 Uma	Wijesinghe	 –	 Head	 HRB	 of	
the LAC

The	Petitioners	were	employed	as	Meter	Readers	 in	
1999,	 by	 the	 Ceylon	 Electricity	 Board	 (CEB)	 on	 a	
policy decision taken to provide job opportunities 
to Samurdhi beneficiaries. Ever since, the petitioners 
are working in the said capacity attached to the Sri 
Jayawardenapura office, Battaramulla. 
 
On or about October 2004, a survey was conducted 
by the CEB to ascertain the particulars of the 
employees employed otherwise than on permanent 
basis. Among several categories identified, were 
the samurdhi beneficiaries employed in various 
capacities. 

Thus, realizing the plight of many Samurdhi 
beneficiaries and other similar categories providing 
services in the CEB, an Officials Committee was 
appointed to look in to this matter by a Cabinet 
Sub Committee. Thereafter the Cabinet approval was 
granted to implement the recommendations of the 
said Officials Committee, which included granting 
permanent status to such employees.

Subsequently, the Board approval was granted to 
implement	the	said	Cabinet	Decision	and	on	several	
rounds, that is in 2005,2007 and 2008, employees 
were	made	permanent.	However	the	Petitioners	were	
left out on all three occasions.

The	Petitioners	made	a	complaint	to	the	Human	Rights	
Commission and by decision dated 30.06.2008, 
The	 Human	 Rights	 Commission	 recommended	
permanent	 status	 to	be	granted	 the	Petitioners	 and	
to	make	contributions	 to	the	EPF	on	behalf	of	 the	
Petitioners.		

Moreover,	 the	 Petitioners	 were	 being	 employed	
contrary to the labour practices and were being 
exploited by the CEB for minimal salaries for nearly 
10	years,	for	they	were	paid	Rs.	3.50/-	per	bill	since	
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1999.	No	contributions	were	made	to	EPF	and	ETF	
as well.

But	the	HRC	recommendation	was	not	implemented	
In	 the	 said	 circumstances	 the	 Petitioners	 filed	 the	
Fundamental	 Rights	 application	 alleging	 that	 the	
fundamental rights guaranteed to them under Article 
12(1)	 of	 the	 Constitution	 had	 been	 continuously	
violated	 by	 the	 Respondents.	 Leave	was	 granted	 By	
Hon. Justice Shiranee Tilakawardena and the matter 
now fixed for hearing.

(b)	 Plight	 of	 illegal	 migrant	 workers	 –	
Somawansa	&	 205	 others	 V	Attorney	
General

 Legal Counsel  -The then Head of  
Human	 Rights	 Bureau	 Mr.	 Nuwan	
Peiris

Under the provisions of the Emigration and 
Immigration Act of Sri Lanka many persons - were 
languishing in remand custody for long periods 
for certain specified offences due to a jurisdictional 
problem of seeking bail. In Thilanga Sumathipala V 
Attorney General, the position that provisions of the 
Bail Act was not applicable for the relevant offences 
was recognized by the five Member bench of the 
Supreme Court. 

Since the remandees included migrant labour to the 
Middle	 East,	 the	 President	 referred	 this	 humane-
problem to the Supreme Court for a special 
determination. 
Mr.	 Nuwan	 Peiris,	 counsel	 for	 LAC	 appeared	 on	
behalf of the remandees.

The matter came up before a Bench headed by Chief 
Justice. It was the contention of the LAC-counsel that 
the earlier Bench had not considered the fundamental 
rights	aspect	–	namely	Article	13	of	the	Constitution:	
the ” procedure established by law clause “ to consider 
whether the detentions are legal or illegal. 

It was further argued that the term “law” in Article 
13 encompasses “judicial review even in the presence 
of an ouster clause which denies bail”. The Supreme 
Court accepting this position also spelled out in its 
determination	 that	 the	 Magistrate’s	 Court	 has	 the	
jurisdiction to grant bail on the merits of the cases. 

This decision paved the way for those who had been 
languishing in jail for many years to seek redress. 
This decision was followed by an amendment to the 
Emigration and Immigration Act.

(c)	 Schools	 Admissions	 –	 Karunasena	 &	
others V  Ministry of Education

 Legal Counsel  -The then Head of  
Human	 Rights	 Bureau	 Mr.	 Nuwan	
Peiris

The	 LAC	 /	 HRB	 counsel	 appeared	 in	 this	 public	
interest litigation case.  The case related to Grade 1 
schools’	admissions	circular	issued	by	the	Ministry	of	
Education.

The Supreme Court held that the admission process 
contravenes the equality provision enshrined in 
article 12 of the Constitution. This decision has lead 
to	the	government	re-thinking	State	Policy	on	Grade	
I	Schools’	Admissions.			The	LAC	counsel’s	stand	in	
this case was also on the same lines: that the circular 
is unconstitutional.

(d)	 Intervenient	 Petitioner	 in	 SC	 Ref.	No.	
01/2008  

 Legal Counsel  -The then Head of  
Human	 Rights	 Bureau	 Mr.	 Nuwan	
Peiris

This was a matter referred to the Supreme Court of Sri 
Lanka	as	a	Special	Constitutional	Referral	under	Article	
129(1)	of	the	Constitution	by	H.E	the	President.	

The LAC was one of the Intervenient petitioners. Mr. 
Nuwan	Peiris	the	then	LAC	counsel	appeared	for	this	
case on behalf of the LAC.
  
The	Supreme	Court		decreed	that	–

1. The legislative measures provisions in the 
International	Covenant	on	Civil	and	Political	
Rights	(ICCPR)	Act	no	56	of	2007		and	the	
provisions of the Constitution and of other 
laws including the decisions of the Superior 
Court of Sri Lanka gives adequate recognition 
to the  civil and political rights contained in the 
International	Covenant	on	Civil	and	Political	
Rights	and	adhere	to	the	general	premise	of	the	
Covenant that individuals within the territory 
of Sri Lanka derive the benefit and guarantee 
of rights as contained in the Covenant. 

2. The said rights recognised in the Covenant 
are justiciable  through the medium of the 
legal and constitutional process prevailing in 
Sri Lanka. His Lordship the Chief Justice S.N 
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Silva	 PC	 commended	 the	 LAC	 counsel	 who	
appeared as  the intervenient petitioner on 
behalf of the LAC- 

   “  We are impressed with the submissions of the 
young counsel representing the Legal Aid 
Commission	 (who	 relied	 on	 the	 observation	 of	
Lord	 Denning	 on	 the	 impact	 of	 the	 European	
Convention	 	 of	 	Human	 Rights	 	 on	 the	 law	 of	
England)	that	the	correct	approach	should	be	to		
give effect to the covenant in the social, cultural, 
economic, political and legal framework of Sri 
Lanka”   

More cases from the Litigation 
Branch…
Mother		&	Girl	Child	
LAC	Legal	Officers:	Mrs.	Lilanthi	Kumari	and	
Ms. Mahesha de Silva

The court drama for the custody battle of a three 
year old girl child took place in the Juvenile Court of 
Bamabalapitiya   

The	little	girl’s	parents	do	not	live	together.	Her	mother	
has left her husband and is now with the parents of 
the former - that is the maternal grandparents of the 
child.

The mother with the support of her parents had 
complained	to	the	Child		and	Women’s	Bureau,	Fort	
that her husband had taken her daughter and given the 
child to the care of  another woman who is supposed 
to	be	a	sister	(which	fact	is	doubtful	according	to	the	
little	girl’s	mother).	A	case	was	subsequently	filed	in	
the	Juvenile	Magistrate’s	Court,
Bambalapitiya. 

The	 case	 was	 heard	 in	 camera	 in	 the	 Magistrate’s	
Chambers.  

The Magistrate has initially wanted to give the custody 
of the child to be given to the father pending a report 
from	the	Probation	&	Child	Care	Officer.
But	 the	 Probation	 &	 Child	 Care	 Officer	 had	 made	
representation to Court that the expectant mother 
is under depression and it would be better to give 
custody to the mother. Since there would be a doubt 
as to whether the father in turn would give custody to 
the so called sister of his, the judge had asked the little 
girl whom she wanted to be with.  The little girl had 
then started walking towards the mother. Then the so 

called aunt and five men who accompanied the aunt 
(.i.e.	the	father’s	so	called	sister)	who	were	near	the	
door had apparently tried to have eye contact with 
the girl. The little girl had got confused. At this stage 
the L.O. from the LAC had made a request to the 
judge to get the others to move away from the scene. 
Once it was done the child had willingly walked to 
the mother. The judge taking into consideration of 
the	request	of	the	Probation	Officer	and	the	choice	
of the little girl had given temporary custody to the 
mother	pending	the	Probation	Department	Report	as	
to whether the mother is in a fit condition to care for 
the little girl and also the home environment of the 
mother. The father was also given access to the child.

Thus the case came to a happy ending for the three 
year	old	girl	child.	But	the	Probation	&	Child	Care		and	
the LAC will in turn monitor whether the mother is 
giving the necessary care and protection to the child. 

Defrauding	Foreign	Employment	
Agent
L.O.	Ms.	Lilanthi	Kumari	(Head	of	Migrant	
Workers	Rights	Desk)

The LAC client in this case is a male migrant of about 
forty	years	old	from	Panadura.	Our	client	had	signed	
an agreement with a foreign employment Agent 
from Colombo 06   for employment in a the UAE 
Company, Al  Najeen .
The	Panadura	client	had	paid	Rs.100,000.00	to	the	
Agent for securing him this employment.

On his arrival in UAE the particular Company has 
declined to give him work and also told him he 
was under qualified for a job. This Company has no 
dealings apparently with the local Agency in Colombo 
06 and denied the terms of the Agreement.

After waiting around for 2 months in the UAE, our 
client had returned to Sri Lanka. 

LAC  client complained to the Foreign Employment 
Bureau and an inquiry was held by the FEB. At the end 
of	the	inquiry	an	award	of	Rs.50,000.00	was	made	by	
the	FEB.	But	the	cheque	for	a	sum	of	Rs.50,000/00	
given by the Agency had bounced.

Then	our	 client	 	 filed	 an	MR	 case	 in	DC	Colombo	
/MR	 for	 a	 sum	 of	 Rs.	 300,000.00	 But	 the	 case	
was getting dragged on and our client was not in a 
position to retain a lawyer. He came to the LAC for 
legal aid.
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The LAC appeared for the migrant labour client. With 
great persuasion on the part of our L.O. a settlement 
was	reached	for	the	agent	to	pay	Rs.	100,	000.00	to	
the migrant worker.

The	Head	of	the	Migrant	Labour	Desk	also	reported	
the case outcome etc to the FEB for  any suitable 
follow	 –	 up	 action	 again	 the	 Foreign	 Employment	
Agency.

Helping	Hand	from	Panadura	
Center……
Neglected old mother of 80 odd years

She looked so helpless.
She had brought up a daughter and 5 sons. 
But in her old age some of her sons forgot the mother 
who had showered love and affection on them and 
brought them up.
Her	daughter	has	given	her	a	house	to	‘live	–in’	with	
the unemployed youngest son.

One	son	is	an	SSP.	Two	are	businessmen	and	the	third	
is an engineer.
One businessman-son had of course paid her 
maintenance.  
  
The	 Panadura	 Center	 Legal	 Officer	 brought	 down	
the	 sons	 and	 eventually	 the	 SSP	 and	 the	 second	
businessman son had agreed to pay the old mother 
Rs.	2500/-	each,	per	month.

Thus	the	mother	now	gets	Rs.	7500/	from	three	of	
her	sons	including	the	Rs.	2500/-	that	a	businessman	
son had been paying even before she came to the 
Panadurs	Center.	The	center	L.O.	has	monitored	and	
these payments are made regularly.

But the Engineer son declined to make a payment 
but volunteered to take over the mother to live in 
hi house  and look after her. She did not like the 
idea. Most probably this son may not want to pay 
maintenance as his unemployed youngest son who 
is living in the same house as his mother would also 
benefit from such payment.

Thus	 the	 Panadura	 Center	 L.O.	 achieved	 positive	
results for this old and neglected lady 
in he twilight years so that she could one day die in 
peace!	

A	case	from	the	Consumer	Protection	
Desk….
Ms.	Lasanthi	Palapathwela,	Attorney	at	law.

A distressed mother came to the LAC with a sad and 
depressing story.
She	 has	 purchased	 a	 packet	of	 baby	 rusks	 (biscuits)	
manufactured by a reputed company.
On coming home she had given one rusk to her child 
and put the balance in the container.

She had than come across a skeleton of a gecko 
amongst the rusks.. She realized that her son had 
started vomiting and having diarrhea as a result of his 
having had the rusk before she discovered the gecko. 
She	complained	to	the	Police	and	the	criminal	case	is	
proceeding.

She	then	contacted	LAC	Consumer	Protection	Desk	
and	 the	 Desk	 referred	 her	 to	 the	 Litigation	 Branch	
which took steps to proceed with the compensation 
case.
The case is pending.

Conclusion

The Legal Aid Commission centers island-wide 
handles a large number of cases on a day to day 
basis. Each center has many stories where LAC staff 
has	 brought	 solace	 to	 large	 number	 of	 "deserving	
persons".

The number of divorce cases are quite high. In 
these cases the institution of mariage has collapsed 
when the parties come to LAC seeking assistance. In 
such  cases the LAC Legal staff initially discuss with 
the parties and assist them to get a divorce as a last 
resort. In such instances the children who have been 
witnessing assault and verbal abuse between parents 
and sometimes even against them has a better life if 
their parents divorse. 

The LAC only help these persons to get their divorce 
without the payment of legal fees. If otherwise they 
would have to sometimes even mortgage their house 
and property to seek justice through courts. 

In a large number of cases the LAC has stepped in 
to get maintenance for helpless women and children 
abandoned by husbands and fathers respectively.
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A legal aid seeker telling her story in braille.

A couple wanting legal help from LAC - (Note: White walking stick)

An otherwise-abled young boy who has come to the LAC Office 
seeking legal assistance. 

At the LAC head office - participating in a consultation. 

Consultations	 in	 progress	 -	 conducted	 by	Ms.	 Kalani	Medagoda,	 Legal	Officer	 
In-Charge	of	the	Otherwise-Abled	Persons	Rights	Desk........
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PROGRAMS	

OF 

THE	LEGAL	AID	COMMISSION	

JANUARY	2008	–	AUGUST	2008
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STATISTICS	-	PROGRAMS		for	Period	January-August	2008
(1)	 GRAMA	NILADHARI	TRAINING	PROGRAMS	CONDUCTED	BY	LAC	WITH	FUNDING	FROM	EA2JP	/

UNDP	

DS Division Duration Number of Participants
Ampara 29th Feb 1st,2nd March 08 18
Uhana 29th Feb 1st,2nd March 08 48
Padiyathalawa/Mahaoya 6th 7th 8th March 08 24
Damana 6th 7th 8th March 08 24 
Dehiaththakandiya 27th 28th 29th  June 08 45
Irakamam & Navidanveli 4th ,5th ,6th July 08 24

TOTAL	NO	OF	GRAMA	NILADHARI	TRAINING	PROGRAMS:		18

(2)	 AWARENESS	PROGRAMS	FOR	PRISON	INMATES	CONDUCTED	BY	LAC		WITH	FUNDING	FROM		EA2JP	
/UNDP	OF	MINISTRY	OF	CONSTITUTIONAL	AFFAIRS	&	NATIONAL	INTEGRATION

Date of Awareness Program Location of Remand No of Remandees
10.06.08 Welikada 60
16.07 08 Magazine ( Female) 50
25.07.08 Magazine ( Male) 50
01.08.08 Colombo Remand 50
14.08.08 Welikada 60
29.08.08 Magazine ( Female) 40

TOTAL	NO	OF	AWARENESS	PROGRAMS	FOR	PRISON	INMATES:		06	

Statistics of  the project during 22.02.08.to 30.08.2008

No of consultation with remandees 423
No of files opened pertaining to matters that may have material for filing bail 
application: 

251

Matters that did not give rise to bail   applications 172
No of instances where bail was obtained 50

(3)	 SCHOOL	CHILDREN	 SISU	UDANA	PROGRAMS	 	&	 TREE	 PLANTING	PROJECT	OF	 LAC	 FUNDED	 BY	
PEOPLE’S	BANK	

									(LEGAL	LITERACY	&	ENVIRONMENTAL	AWARENESS)

Date Program Target Group No of participants
29.02.08 School children- Awissawella 

Buddhist College
200

03.04.08 School children- Tholangamuwa- 
MMV

200

13.06.08 School children- Eppawela 
MMV/Anuradhapura

200

08.07.08 School children Gamini MMV 200

Six more programmes were carried out in September - November 2008.
TOTAL	NO	OF	PROGRAMS	FOR	SCHOOL	CHILDRES:		04
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(4)	 ELDERS	PROGRAMS	OF	LAC	FUNDED	BY	PEOPLE’S	BANK	(LEGAL	LITERACY)

Date Location No of 
Participants 
(Elders)

Resource Persons

28.03.08 Kurunegala 100 Chairman & Director General of LAC, Asst. Sec. of 
Ministry of Social Services,
A.G.M. People’s Bank Head Office.

13.06.08 Anuradhapura 95 Chairman & Director General of LAC,
Director, LAC Anuradhapura Center &
A.G.M. People’s Bank Head Office.

08.07.08 Nuwaraeliya 108 Chairman & Director General of LAC,
Director & A.G.M. People’s Bank Head Office

Seven	(7)	more	programs	were	implemented	for	the	period	September-November	2008
TOTAL	NO	OF	PROGRAMS	ELDERS	:		03

(5)	 PROGRAMS	FUNDED	BY	LAC	AND			BY	‘MANAME’	FUND

NO Date Funding 
Source

Nature of program & Target group Conducting center & Location

01 11.01.08 
Program brought 
forward from 
2007

GOSL/LAC Legal awareness and legal literacy Programs 
for Public officials

At the  D.S. Office Alawwa Warakapola 
and Kurunegala Centers

02 25.01.08 GOSL/LAC Legal clinic & Awareness : Public 
89 participants

Hedigalla Janapadaya Maha Vidylaya 
Badureliya-Mathugama Center.

03 02.02.08 GOSL/LAC Legal Aid clinic & Awareness program : 
Public-55 participants.
Subsequent to the program several parties 
had come to the Center for litigation as-
sistance.

Weniwelpitiya purana Kettarama Vihara
Horana-Center

04 02.02.08 GOSL/LAC Legal Aid clinic   : Public Mawanella Center
05 02.02.08 GOSL/LAC Awareness Program: 

Remandees-70 consultations 
Of which 18 are eligible to seek bail.

Mahara Remand Prison
Gampaha Center

06 04.02.08 GOSL/LAC Legal Aid clinic   : Public & Public Officers.
Organized with the police and the div. sec’s 
office: Mostly on land /deed matters. Also pen-
sion and civil documentation.

WarakapolaCenter

07 05.02 08 GOSL/LAC Training program for different human rights 
organizations and NGO’s who are working 
with IDP’s.-22 participants.
International Laws and principles on handling 
IDP’s, role of UNHCR  in relation to IDP’s, 
prescriptive rights /human rights of IDP’s

ICLP Auditorium
IDP’s Desk/ Head Office

08 01.03.08 Maname Fund Legal Awareness Program for women Pradeshiya Sabha Auditorium
Wennappuwa
MarawilaCenter

09 08.03.08 GOSL/LAC Program for women’s day
98 – 108 participants
A team of six lawyers from the LAC including 
the DG, Consultant, Commission Member 
cum director Negombo Center, Head of , 
Womens Rights Desk.
SSP Negombo also participated and was a 
resource person.

Held at Dalupotha Primary School/Ne-
gombo
Women’s Right Desk of Head Office/
Colombo
On collaboration with the Negombo 
Center.
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NO Date Funding Source Nature of program & Target group Conducting center & Location
10 28.03.08 GOSL/LAC Program for women’s day – villagers of 

Yatigalpoththa. Legal awareness on domestic 
violence, women’s rights, maintenance laws 
and on the Legal Aid Commission Mission.

Yatigalpoththa
Vidyalaya
About 80 villagers participated. Dambulla 
Center

11 08.03.08 Maname/Fund Program for women’s day Kandy Center
12 08.03.08 GOSL/LAC Legal Aid Clinic Hemmathagama Nagaragiri Madya Maha 

Vidyalaya
Mawanella Center

13 15.03.08 GOSL/LAC Public Awareness Program & Legal Aid Clinic-
for 150 persons-Members of the Maranadara 
Samithiya and a number of Public Officials

Ambawa Praja Salawa –Kuliyapitiya 
Center

14 20.03.08 Maname Fund Legal literacy  Program for 30 prison officers 
of Kuliyapitiya Prison

Kuliyapitiya Center

15 28.05.08 Maname Fund Elders Colombo
16 01.06.08 Maname Fund Tree Planting Project-/D.S Senanayake 

Vidyalaya Col 7
Colombo Center

17 25.06.08 Maname Fund Public Awareness Program Nugegoda Center
18 02.07.08 GOSL/LAC. Legal Literacy Program for  63 public  officials Div. Sec.’s Office 

Kanthale Center
19 26.07.08 GOSL/LAC Public Awareness Program & Legal Aid Clinic 

–175 participants
Galewela D.S. Office.
Dambulla Center

TOTAL NO OF CASES WITH GOSL FUNDING/MANAME FUNDING - 19

 

PROGRAMMES	IN	COORDINATION	WITH	OTHER	ORGANISATIONS:

No Date Funding source Nature of program & Target group Conducting center & Location
01 Jan 2008

Onwards
No finances of LAC/ 
A tri-party project: LAC/Prisons/
CBCP

An on-going Project implemented 
with Community Based Correc-
tion Project (CBCP) whereby the 
Kuliyapitiya center has improved 
the environment of the Center by 
planting flora and vegetables;

Kuliyapitiya Center 
Three objectives of project :
a)to discipline prisoners
b)to improve the environment 
c) to implement government policy of 
“ Lets cultivate -to build the nation”

02 10.01.08 No finances of LAC.
Organised by Div. Sec’s office, 
Galigamuwa

A 3 hour work-shop conducted by 
Legal Officer –II  on Human Rights 
& Development  for Grama nilad-
hari and Samurdhi Niladhari –about 
80 participants

Galigamuwa D.S. Office  
Kegalle Center

02 24.01.08
morning

No finances of LAC Organized 
in coordination with  Probation 
Office Anuradhapura

NGO’s-60 participants.
Lecture on “Law & the People”.

Probation Office, Anuradhapura
Anuradhapura Center

03 24.01.08
afternoon

No finances of LAC. Organized 
in coordination with  Princi-
pal, Swarnapali Balka Maha 
Vidyalaya

School children 250 Participants
Women’s rights and Abuse of 
Women

School Hall. Anuradhapura Center

04 26.01.08 No finances of LAC Organized in 
coordination with  the Probation 
Office, Anuradhapura

60 participants of UNICEF
Women & Child Rights

Probation Office, Anuradhapura.
Anuradhapura Center

05 27.01.08 No finances of LAC Organized in 
coordination with Dehiwela- Ek-
sath Anyonyadhara Samithiya & 
Sanasa Society.

Legal Awareness for Dehiwela- 
Eksath Anyonyadhara Samithiya & 
Sanasa Society – 132 participants

Subodha Balika Vidyalaya, Dehiwela.
Organized by Colombo Center

06 29.01.08 No finances of Organized in co-
ordination with Div. Sec. ‘s Office 
- Wedihiti Balamandalaya

Invitee Resource person for a 
lecture on laws relating to Elders :.

Warakapola Center
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No Date Funding source Nature of program & Target group Conducting center & Location
07 01.03.08 No finances of LAC. 

Organized in coordination with 
the Associations for Disabled 

Leaders of Disabled Organisations
30 participants
Laws relevant to Disabled

Association for the Disabled at  
Ratmalana
Director Anuradhapura Center

08 04.03.08 No finances of LAC. Organized 
in coordination with the Elders 
Society G.N. of Deniyaya.

Legal Awareness-for elders Shri Pushparama Vihara
Deniyaya Center

09 05.03.08 No finances of LAC. 
Organized by Women’s Bureau, 
Div. Sec’s Office, Wennappuwa

To Commemorate Women’s Day. 
Legal Officer gave lecture on 
Domestic Violence and Women’s 
Rights

Div. Sec’s Office  Auditorium-Wen-
nappuwa. Marawila Center

10 06.03.08 No finances of LAC. Organized 
in coordination with  Village 
Development Societies

Laws relating to day to day living 
for Village Development Societies
80 participants

New town, Anuradhapura
Anuradhapura Center

11 08.03.08 No finances of LAC. 
Organized  in coordination with 
the principal

Teachers and students of school
Awareness Programme on Child 
Abuse and Child Rights

School Hall 
Anuradhapura Center

12 16.03.08 No finances of LAC. Organized  
with a few Women;s Organisa-
tions.

Legal literacy on Women’s Rights 
and Abuse of Women- About 52 
Members

Womens’ Organisation Hall
Anuradhapura Center

13 18.03.08 No finances of LAC. 
Organized  by Chilaw Center

Legal Awareness for about  75 vil-
lagers  of Mahavilaththawa

Mahavilaththawa Community Hall.
Chilaw Center

14 23.03. 08 No finances of LAC. 
Organized  in coordination with 
Anuradhapura
Women’s Organisations

Legal Awareness for about about 
60 Members of the organizations

Women’s Organization Hall
Anuradhapura Center

15 27.03.08 No finances  of LAC. Organized 
in coordination with the  Elders 
Officer of Div. Sec. office, 
Kotapola

Legal Awareness for elders of the 
Elders society of Pallegama North

Pallegama North Vihara
Deniyaya Center

16 28.03.08 No finances of LAC. organized 
in coordination with Div.Sec 
Pitabeddara

Legal Awareness for Grama Nilad-
haris and other public officials : 75 
participants

Divisional Sec’s Office 
Pitabeddara. Deniyaya Center

17 29.03.08 No finances of LAC organized in 
coordination with Divisional Sec  
Mahawa

Legal Awareness for migrant labour 
women

Divisional Sec’s Office, Mahawa
Kurunegala Center

18 03.04.08 No finances  of LAC. Organized 
in coordination with Ministry of 
Industries of the Province - a 
segment of a larger Program

Gamata Avurudu program
Legal Aid Clinic for about 350 
participants..

Morahenagama in the Ambagamuwa 
D.S. Division 
Kandy Center

19 04.04.08 No finances of LAC. Organized 
in coordination with  Aamadeepa 
Organization.

About 300 Youth and Elders 
Legal Awareness-“Law & the 
Public”

Samadeepa Office
Anuradhapura Center

20 05 04.08 No finances of LAC Organized in 
coordination with the Ministry of 
Industries of the Provincial as a 
segment of a larger Program.

Gamata Avurud program
Legal Aid Clinic for about 350-500 
participants

Alapalawala in Mahanuwara-Udunu-
wara D.S. Division 
Kandy Center

21 08.04.08 No finances of LAC. Organized 
in coordination with the Ministry 
of Industries of the Provincial as 
a segment of a larger Program

Gamata Avurudu program
Legal Aid Clinic for about 350-500 
participants

Wewalagama in Dambulla D.S. 
Division 
Kandy Center

22 10.04.08 No finances of LAC. Bus stand 
location selected for more people 
to have access.

For the public with the 
co-operation of the local police

Bus Stand at Kuliyapitiya . Kuli-
yapitiya Center

23 20.04.08 No finances of LAC. Organised 
in coordination with the Women’s 
Societies  of Anuradhapura 

About 50 Women –of all ages 
including young women.
Awareness on “Abuse of Women”

Society Hall
Anuradhapura Center
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No Date Funding source Nature of program & Target group Conducting center & Location

24 22.04.08 No finances of LAC. 
Organised in coordination with 
the ’Samadeepa‘ Society

250 delgates of including foreign 
delegates of ’Samadeepa‘
Legal Awareness Program

’Samadeepa‘
Anuradhapura Center

25 24.04.08 No finances of LAC. Organised 
in coordination with Deva Sarana 
Sanwardhana Kendaraya

Legal Awareness for retired and 
disabled soldiers

Deva Sarana Sanwardhana Kend-
araya Ibbagamuwa
Kurunegala Center

26 01.05.08 No finances of LAC. Organised 
in coordination with the  Hurig-
saweva women’s society.

women and young   girls- 50.
Legal Awareness on women’s 
rights and abuse of women

Hurigsaweva women’s society.
Anuradhapura Center

27 05.05.08 No finances of LAC. 
Organised in coordination with 
the Pubudupura Women’s 
Society

About 50 women and young girls.
Legal Awareness on women’s 
rights and abuse of women

Pubudupura Women’s Society Hall
Anuradhapura Center

28 08.05.08
Morning

No finances of LAC. 
In coordination with the Div. 
Sec,Rajanganaya

60 participants of NGO’s. Legal 
Awareness on “The law & the 
Public.”

Divisional Secretariat office
Anuradhapura Center

29 08.05.08
Afternoon

No finances of LAC. Organised 
in coordination with the Principal 
of Swarnapali Balika Maha 
Vidyalaya

Legal Awareness for 250 Students.
Women’s Rights and abuse of 
women.

Hall of Swarnapali Balika Maha 
Vidyalaya
Anuradhapura Center

30 24.05.08 No finances of LAC- In coordina-
tion with hospital, Kurunegala

Legal Awareness for nurses Nurses Training Center.
KurunegalaCenter

31 29.05.08 No finances of LAC. Conducted 
in coordination with National 
Secretariat for Elders

Legal Aid Clinic for Elders con-
ducted by four (4) Legal Officers  of 
LAC – 1000 Participants

Galle /Elders Desk-Colombo

32 20.06.08 No finances of LAC. Organised 
by the Center in coordination 
with respective schools at Center 
premises

Seminar for teachers and student 
reps of  law circles of 5 schools 
within Kuliyapitiya area: to monitor 
Progress and Plan future activities

Kuliyapitiya Center.
Seminar location: Kuliyapitiya Center 
premises

33 20.06.08 No finances of LAC. Organised 
by the Center in coordination 
with Samurdhi

Legal literacy awareness program 
for public/Ratnapura Center direc-
tor and two panel lawyers

Aluketiya Shri
Wivekarama Vihara, Matuwagala, 
Kiriella.
Ratnapura Center

34 27.06.08 No finances of LAC. Organised  
in coordination with Div. Secre-
tariat, Attanagalla

Awareness Program for elders Divisional Secretariat office At-
tanagalla.
Attanagalla Center

35 30.06.08 No finances of LAC. Organised  
in coordination with
School principal

Legal literacy for school children 
: Students from year 5 to Year 13 
and the staff had participated

Program location: St. Joseph’s 
boys SchoolKuliyapitiya Kuliyapitiya 
Center

36 06.07.08 No Finances of LAC. Orgainsed 
by the Law Students Human 
Rights Movement

Legal Clinic No finances of LAC. Maharagama
Nugegoda Center

37 11.07.08 No Finances of LAC Organised 
in coordination with the Principal 
of Anuradhapura Madya Maha  
Vidyalaya

About 600m teachers and students School Hall Anuradhapura Center

38 11.07.08 No finances of LAC - As part of 
the on going monthly sessions 
organized by the Div. Sec’s Of-
fice to resolve problems of public 
& not restricted to legal matters.

Praja Sahayogatha 
Clinic I – 08 : Organized by Div. 
Sec’s office for 60 public officials & 
chairpersons of women’s organiza-
tions.
Lecture ( amongst others )by LAC 
lawyer: sexual abuse of women & 
children. 

Div. Sec’s office Bingiriya
Kuliyapitiya Center
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No Date Funding source Nature of program & Target group Conducting center & Location
39 24.07.08 No finances of LAC incurred as 

this was also a continuing pro-
gram of the above project of the 
Div. Sec’s Office Kuliyapitiya

Praja Sahayogatha
 Clinic II -08
Legal Officer /LAC Center partici-
pated as resource person
for legal awareness.
About 200 members of public par-
ticipated and the L. O. has resolved 
21 legal problems.

Village Manawa 
Kuliyapitiya Center

40 28.07.08 No Finances of LAC Organised 
in coordination with the
Div. Sec’s Office Chilaw.

Legal Awareness Program For Pub-
lic Officers.-100 participants.

Div. Sec’s Office Chilaw.
Chilaw Center

41 29.07.08 No Finances of LAC
Organized  in coordination 
with the Palm Foundation Of 
Nuwaraeliya.

Program For committee members 
of Palm Foundation   on Abuse Of 
Women & Children

Cooperative Holiday Home-Nu-
waraeliya
Conducted by the Nuwaraeliya 
Center

42 02.08.2008 No Finances of LAC
Program of Ministry of Justice

Legal Aid clinic for Public. with 
panel lawyers and Legal Officer

Hatton Norwood Vidyalaya (Tamil)
Nuwaraeliya Center

43 05.08.08 No Finances of LAC
Organised by the Sanasa Cam-
pus, Kegalle

Work Shop and Legal Awareness 
for Representatives of different 
religions.

Sanasa Campus, Kegalle
Kegalle Center

44 06.08.08 No Expenses of LAC  organized 
in coordination with the office of 
the Div. Sec., Mirigama

Legal Awareness Program for 
Graqma Niladhari, police officers 
and Samurdhi Niladharis.

Div. Sec., Mirigama
Attanagalla Center

45 07.08.08 No Expenses of LAC  organized 
in coordination with the office of 
the Div. Sec., Madampe

Legal Awareness Program-public & 
public officers.
150 Participants

Div. Sec.’s  Office
Madampe.
Chilaw center

46 12.08.08 No Finances of LAC
Organized  in coordination with 
the Human Rights Commission 
Office, Anuradhapurs

Legal Awareness Program for 
about 50 NGO personnel on legal 
aid commission services.

Human Rights Commission Office, 
Anuradhapurs

47 28.08.08 No Expenses for LAC.
- continuing program of  above 
project of Div. Sec’s Office 
Kuliyapitiya

Legal Awareness Program -Praja 
Sahayogatha Clinic III -08

Village Katuwaththewela 
Kuliyapitiya Center

48 30.07.08 No Finances of LAC
Organized  in coordination with 
Principal, Dikkapitiya Vidyalaya, 
Welimada

Legal Awareness Program and dis-
cussion participation - 44 students 
& tutorial staff 08

Dikkapitiya Vidyalaya, Welimada
Welimada Center
Legal Officer and panel lawyer Mr. 
R.M. Obius Singho

49 02.08.08
& 03.08.08

No Finances of LAC. Organised 
By The MOJ

Mobile Clinic for the Public. LAC 
Legal Officer & Two Panel lawyers  
participated.

Hatton Norwood Tamil School. 
Nuwaraeliya Center

50 24.08.08 No Finances of LAC. organized 
in coordination with   Palm Foun-
dation of Nuwaraeliya

Awareness Program For Public  on 
Rights of   Women & Children

Agra Hindu Kovil Hall Agarapatana-
Nuwaraeliya Center

51 27.08.08 No Finances of LAC Organised 
by Div Sec Office-Meerigama

Legal Awareness for public Officials Div Sec Office Warqkapola Center

52 27.08.08 No finances of LAC-organised 
by the Defence Academy, Sapu-
gaskande

Armed Forces 
Lecture On Human Security 
by S.S. Wijeratne, Chairman, LAC

Defense Services Command & Staff 
College Sapaugaskanda

53
To
66
(13)

Every Tuesday
commencing
27.05.08. &
ending 
26.08.2008

No finances of LAC- organised 
by the Medical Health Officer of 
Polgahawela

Legal aid clinic during the after-
noons for pregnant women. moth-
ers and adult persons who come 
for medical clinics participate in 
these legal clinics. Also awareness 
in legal matters.

MOH Office-Polgahawela.
Warakapola Center at Thulhiriya 

TOTAL NO OF PROGRAMS ORGANOZED WITH OTHER INSTITUTIONS:  66



58

TOTAL	NUMBER	OF	PROGRAMS	AS	AT		31.08.2008

 

		TOTAL	NO	OF	GRAMA	NILADHARI	TRAINING	PROGRAMS:							 1 8
		TOTAL	NO	OF	AWARENESS	PROGRAMS	FOR	PRISON	INMATES:																	 06
		TOTAL	NO	OF	PROGRAMS	FOR	SCHOOL	CHILDRES:																																							 1 0	
		TOTAL	NO	OF	PROGRAMS	ELDERS	:																																																																			 1 0
		TOTAL	NO	OF	CASES	WITH	GOSL	FUNDING/	MANAME	FUND																				 1 9	 							
		TOTAL	NO	OF	PROGRAMS	ORGANOZED	WITH	OTHER	INSTITUTIONS						 6 6
                                                                                                                                     1 2 9

 

TOTAL	NUMBER	OF	PROGRAMS	UPTO	31.08.2008																			129
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Address List with telephone numbers

No Name and address Center Telephone 
Number

01 Hon. Hector Yapa 
Rtd Judge of the Supreme Court
Director General 
Litigation Branch 
Legal Aid Commission
High Court Complex 
No.129, Hulftsdorp Street, 
Colombo 12

Head Office 011 2433618

02 Ms. M. S. M. M. Piyumi Kumari 
Attorney at Law
Legal Officer
Legal Aid Commission  Center
211, Superior Court Complex
Hulftsdorp Street,
Colombo 12. 

Colombo 
Center

060 2137153

03 Ms.Thushari Karunasinghe
Attorney at Law
Legal Aid Commission
Head Office
129, Hultsdorf Street 

Coordinator 
– Welikade 
Prisons EA2J 
Project/

04 Ms.Hiranthi Liyanage
Attorney at Law
Legal Officer
Legal Aid Commission  Center
Court Complex 
Awissawella

Awissawella 060 2362219

05 Mr.A.C.Rizwan  
Attorney at Law
Legal Officer  
Legal Aid Commission  Center 
District Court Complex  
Akkaraipattu

Akkaraipattu 067 5675333

06 Ms. Y. A.D.P. Nilmini
Attorney at Law
Legal Officer  
Legal Aid Commission  Center 
Court Complex
Attanagalla 

Attangalla 033 2297020

07 R.M. Nilanthi P Ratnayake
Attorney at Law-Legal Officer
Legal Aid Commission Center
Courts Complex 
Amparai

Amparai 063 2223496

08 Mr. Asoka Mahadiwulweva
Attorney at Law
Director,
Legal Aid Commission Center
Courts complex Site 
Anuradhapura

Anuradhapura 025 2224465

09 Ms.Anoma Atalugama  
Attorney at Law-Legal Officer 
Legal Aid Commission  Center
No 15, Welimada Road,
Bandarawela

Bandarawela 057 2224733

10 Mr. E. Kandasamy 
Attorney at Law-Legal Officer 
Legal Aid Commission  Center 
No.29, Nallaiah  Road 
Batticoloa

Batticoloa 065 2226359

No Name and address Center Telephone 
Number

11 Mr. Mercy Munindradasa 
Attorney at Law-Legal Officer 
Legal Aid Commission  Center 
Courts Complex  
Balapitiya

Balapitiya 091 2255753

12 Mr.Pradeep Shanthapriya 
Attorney at Law-Legal Officer 
Legal Aid Commission  Center
Courts Complex
Chilaw 

Chilaw 032 2222175

13 Ms. U. Munasinghe
Attorney at Law-Legal Officer 
Legal Aid Commission  Center 
Court Complex
Dambulla

Dambulla 060 2682238

14 Ms. K. C Nilanthi
Attorneya t Law-Legal Officer
Legal Aid Commission Center 
Court complex 
Fort 
Galle

Galle 091 2226124

15 Ms.Sudharshani Ratnayake
Attorney at Law-Legal Officer 
Legal Aid Commission  Center
Courts complex,
Gampaha

Gampaha 033 5677998

16 Mr. P.L. Chandrasena
Attorney at Law
Director   
Legal Aid Commission  Center 
Chief Magistrate’s Office  
Hambantota

Hambantota 047 2221092

17 Ms. O. S.  Perera  
Attorney at Law-Legal Officer 
Legal Aid Commission  Center 
New Court Complex  
Horana

Horana 034 2655244

18 Mr.K. Kesawan
Attorney at Law-Legal Officer 
Legal Aid Commission  Center 
Court Complex
Jaffna. 

Jaffna. 021 2224444

19 Ms. A.M.S.J. Abeykoon,
Attorney at Law-Legal Officer 
Legal Aid Commission  Center
Juvenile Court
Bambalapitiya

Juvenile 
Court
Bambalapitiya

011 2507687

20 Ms. C.I. Abeyratne
Attorney at Law-Legal Officer 
Legal Aid Commission  Center
No.443, Galle Road
Kalutara.

Kalutara. 034 5628860

21 Mr.M.S.Kariapper  
Attorney at Law-Legal Officer
Legal Aid Commission  Center 
Court Complex  
Kalmunai 

Kalmunai 067 2223710
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No Name and address Center Telephone 
Number

22 Mr.U.R.N.Ranatunga
Attorney at Law
Regional Director-Legal Aid Com-
mission Center
New Court Complex-2nd Floor
William Gopallawa Mawatha 
Getambe,
Kandy

Galle 081 388978

23 Ms. G.G.M.D. Kumari
Attorney at Law-Legal Officer 
Legal Aid Commission  Center 
Court Complex
Kanthalai

Kanthalai 060 2263091

24 Ms. H. R.S.T Senanayaka 
Attorney at Law-Legal Officer 
Legal Aid Commission  Center 
Court Complex
Kegalle

Kegalle 035 2231790

25 Ms. S. M. K. Hapuarachchi,  
Attorney at Law-Legal Officer 
Legal Aid Commission  Center 
Court Complex   
Kuliyapitiya

Kuliyapitiya 037 2284611

26 Mr. D. V. Seneviratne  
Attorney at Law
Regional Director-Legal Aid Com-
mission Center
Court Complex 
Kurunegala

Kurunegala 037 2229641

27 Mr. H.M. Sarath Kumara  
Attorney at Law-Legal Officer 
Legal Aid Commission  Center 
In Front of Court Complex
Badulla Road                               
Mahiyangana

Mahiyangana 055 2258332

28 Ms.R.M.K.Sujeewani Rajapaksha 
Attorney at Law-Legal Officer 
Legal Aid Commission  Center 
Court Complex
Maho

Maho 037 2275075

29 Mr. Jayathilleke
Attorney at Law-Legal Officer 
Legal Aid Commission  Center 
Court Complex
Marawila

Marawila 032 225443

30 Mr.Jaliya Goonaratne
Attorney at Law-Legal Officer
Legal Aid Commission  Center
Court Complex,
Matale

Matale 060 2664588

31 Ms.Rajika Prasadini  
Attorney at Law-Legal Officer 
Legal Aid Commission  Center 
No.38, Lawyers Complex, 
Fort, 
Matara

Matara 041 2233815

32 Ms.P.S. Pathirana  
Attorney at Law-Legal Officer 
Legal Aid Commission  Center 
Court Complex  
Matugama

Matugama 060 2444262

No Name and address Center Telephone 
Number

33 Ms. N. Jayasinghe
Attorney at Law-Legal Officer 
Legal Aid Commission  Center 
71 / 5 J 1 /1 Highway Complex
Kandy Road
Mawanella

Mawanella 035 2247272

34 Ms. Shanthi Jayasinghe  
Attorney at Law-Legal Officer 
Legal Aid Commission  Center 
Court Complex  
Monaragala

Monaragala 055 2276891

35 Ms. B.M.N. Dereniyagala
Attorney at Law-Legal Officer 
Legal Aid Commission  Center 
Court Complex
Galdola
Kotapola
Morawaka

36 Ms. H.M.L.B.M. Palapathwela
Attorney at Law-Legal Officer 
Legal Aid  Commission  Center 
Court Complex
Mount Lavinia

Mount 
Lavinia

060 2266020

37 Ms. Gayani Abeysinghe 
Attorney at Law-Legal Officer
Legal Aid  Commission  Center
31, Main Street
Negombo

Negombo 031 5677111

38 Ms. C.P. Muthunayake
Attorney at Law-Legal Officer 
Legal Aid Commission  Center 
Court Complex
Gangodawila
Nugegoda

Nugegoda 011 2809068

39 Ms. S.S.H.M.B.M Seneviratne
Attorney at Law-Legal Officer 
Legal Aid Commission  Center 
Court Complex 
Legal Officer 
Nuwaraeliya

Nuwaraeliya 052 2235260

40 Ms. Nandika Gunawardene
Attorney at Law
Legal Officer
Legal Aid Commission Center 
96, Srimaha Vihara Road
Panadura  (to be shifted to Court 
premises in 2009)

Panadura 038 5677100

41 Mr. Deva Kularathna   
Attorney at Law
Director   
Legal Aid Commission  Center 
Court Complex,
Polonnaruwa.  

Polonnaruwa. 027 2226572

42 Ms.R.M.I.R.Rajapaksha  
Attorney at Law
Director   
Legal Aid Commission  Center 
Court Complex
Ratnapura

Ratnapura 045 2226899
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No Name and address Center Telephone 
Number

43 E.M.P.Dhammika,
Attorney at Law-Legal Officer 
Legal Aid Commission  Center
Court Complex
Thambuththegama

Thambuth-
thegama

025 2224465

44 Mr.R.Thirukumaranathan 
Attorney at Law-Legal Officer 
Legal Aid Commission  Center 
Court Complex  
Trincomalee

Trincomalee 026 5676023

45 Mr.M.Sittampalam 
Attorney at Law
Director   
Legal Aid Commission  Center 
Court Complex  
Vavuniya

Vavuniya 024 2221899

No Name and address Center Telephone 
Number

46 Ms. Yamuna Kumari
Attorney at Law
Legal Officer
Legal aid Commission Center 
Warakapola Court complex
Thulhiriya
Alawwa

Warakapola 037 2277075

47 A.G.T.K. Damayanthi
Attorney at Law-Legal Officer 
Legal Aid Commission  Center 
Court Complex
Welimada

Welimada 060 2577019

48 Ms. R.M.C.N. Premaratne
Attorney at Law-Legal Officer
Legal Aid Commission Center
Courts Complex
Thissamaharamaya

Thissamaha-
ramaya

CONCLUSION  
Year	by	year	the	Commission’s	activities	grows	from	strength	to	strength.		

As in any other organization problems crop up on and off.  But each time such challenges come up the LAC face 
these challenges with renewed vigour and relentlessly pursue its ambitious task of finding ways and means to 

realize the goals and the vision of the LAC.  

The focus of the LAC is to build a diverse team of lawyers able to handle cases of varied nature. The LAC emphasizes 
team-work and collegiality. The LAC has built itself over the years on the strengths of knowledgeable and skilled 
individuals who have contributed in various ways. The LAC is appreciative of the valuable input of the non-legal 
staff	inclusive	of	the	Finance	Division	to	the	success	of		its	activities.

While the LAC carries out its duties and obligations to the deserving people of Sri Lanka - irrespective of ethnicity, 
community,	 religion,	 caste	or	 creed	–	 the	 staff	understands	 that	 they	 should	never	be	complacent	and	 should	
always act ethically, with honesty and integrity. 

The	Chief	 Justice	Hon.	 Sarath	N	 Silva	 P.C.	 aptly	 summed	up	 the	 responsibilities	 of	 a	 successful	 lawyer,	 at	 the	
induction	of	Mr.	W.	Dayaratne	as	President	(2008-2009)	of	the	Bar	Association	of	Sri	Lanka	(Bar	Association	
Convocation	2008);		

“One last matter is the contact the members of the profession have with the ordinary people of this country. I am 
sad to say that they do not look to the lawyers as being friends.  They look to them as being expensive assistants, 
who render assistance at a high cost. That is something which we have to be mindful of. Any service should have 
a cost-benefit component. The litigant who comes to our courts is in quest of a service, and for his cost he must 
derive a commensurate benefit. If we forget the cost-benefit analysis of this whole process, we will deprive ourselves 
of the confidence and support of the public. So that is something we have to be mindful of. While certain litigants 
have to be levied a fee, there are certain litigants for whom we must have more kindness and more compassion, and 
assist the process of the Legal Aid Commission headed by Mr. Wijeratne.  We have to offer more legal aid. Unless 
we offer assistance to them, all our processes would be deluded of a true impact on the people of our country. And 
that is the last thing that I ask of you: that our facilities should be made more meaningful to the people who come 
in the quest for justice, and where they cannot afford, we must be kind enough and compassionate enough to assist 
them and that kindness and compassion would take you a long way. It has taken me all the way. And I can assure 
you, that is the path to ultimate success.” 

Our success at the LAC is measured by the true impact we have on ordinary Sri Lankans, 
and so together we continue to move forward with the honest desire of serving the 
people of Sri Lanka with kindness and compassion….
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Word of  thanks  from  the  compiler……..

It was a journey of satisfaction and joy to retrace the history 
of legal aid in Sri Lanka from  even prior to the establishment 
of the Legal Aid Commission in 1978. The   creation of the 
Commission was  in the interest of the marginalized and 
the vulnerable sectors of the country.  

The achievements of the Commission are a testimony to 
the commitment of the many personalities portrayed in 
this publication.

As compiler of this document one of my main objective 
was to highlight the contributions of the many legal luminaries and donor agencies of 
the past as well as well as those of the present. This is in a way not merely a publication 
to celebrate thirty years of Legal Aid Commission of Sri Lanka but also to record for 
posterity the history of this institution.

I convey my thanks to all those who assisted me in this compilation who are too 
numerous to mention individually.

But	 special	 thanks	 to	Attorney	at	Law	Mr.	Kandiah	Neelakandan	who	 furnished	me	 	 	
with	 some	valuable	documentation	 relating	 to	 the	past,	 to	Ms.	Kanchana	Jayaweera	 	
who  assisted me  to gather the necessary statistics,  to Mr. W.B. Sugathadasa and Mr. 
Gamini  Weeramuni of the LAC Head Office  who as two of our oldest employees  was 
of immense assistance to delve into the past.

Nelum Gamage
15.12.2008


